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Abstract 

  

 

“A new Chechnya” is aimed at explaining the post-war situation of the country, 

which was devastated by the two Chechen wars and which faced an uncertain future at 

the beginning of the 2000s. Russian President Vladimir Putin chose Akhmad Kadyrov, 

a powerful and respected Chechen man, as the leader of Chechnya in October 2003. The 

second Chechen war had started already in 1999, when Putin was Russian prime 

minister, and would officially end only in 2009, with the conclusion of the “counter-

terroristic operations”. Kadyrov had to make Chechnya and its people reliable: terrorism 

had to be fought by any means, and the country had to be rebuilt in order to let 

Chechens start a new life and forget what had happened in the previous decade. Entire 

cities had been destroyed, human rights were not respected, thousands of people had 

died, and hundreds of men had chosen to fight within the resistance movement against 

the Russian oppressor.  

In these conditions, Putin decided to heal Chechnya and make it a secure region of 

Russia, through the so-called “Chechenization policy” and a new president, Ramzan 

Kadyrov. Today Chechnya is definitely a different country, compared to a decade ago: 

Russian money helped the reconstruction of the modern cities that we can see 

nowadays; children receive instruction and go regularly to school; the main religion is 

still Islam, which is acquiring even a more significant place in the republic’s social life 

– sign of a certain degree of independence, which Chechen people had been fighting 

for; terrorists have been defeated and only a few are still fighting against Russia; human 

rights condition got relatively better. 

But how did the overall situation get better? Is Chechnya really a more independent 

region, as Islam is the official religion and Kadyrov seems to have more power 

compared the other Russian regions’ presidents? As the situation is complex, mostly 

because of the history of the Caucasus region and its connection to Russia, I divided my 

dissertation into five chapters. 

 

Chapter I deals with the history of Chechnya. Defining what the Caucasus region 

comprises and what characterized Chechnya (Islam; a society based on tajpa; the use of 
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two different law systems – the adat and the sharia), the profound gap within Chechnya 

and the Russian Empire in the XVIII century is understandable. The region was 

annexed after two great insurrections, which were considered holy wars (jihad) by the 

Chechens – religion unified the people. 1944 will be remembered as the year of the 

deportation: Stalin decided to punish Chechens because of their alleged uncooperative 

behaviour in being part of an Empire (Chechens were allowed to return only in 1956, 

but Russians were ruling the country, as they were in majority). In 1991, Dudaev, a 

Chechen general of the USSR, became president with a coup d’état and Russian 

President Eltsin started the war on December 11
th

, 1994. Chechen resistance quickly 

was associated to terrorism because of Basaev, leader of the guerrilla. The war ended in 

August 1996; and the second war began in September 1999, with the pretext of an anti-

terroristic operation. 

 

The Chechenization policy, the Russian strategy based on local distribution of 

reconstruction aid, aimed at buying off Chechen leaders, is explained in Chapter II. 

Monetary aid is given annually from Moscow, creating discontent among the Russian 

population, who reckons Chechens should be financially independent. Indeed, federal 

subsidies are the main part of the local budget. Grozny and other cities were completely 

re-built with Russian money, and the wars’ scarves disappeared.  Corruption and money 

laundering, on the other hand, are problems which derived from the large amount of 

money given. The Chechenization policy gave also religious freedom: Kadyrov 

launched a crusade to promote morality and traditional Islam. Finally, Chechen 

president was authorized to lead a terror campaign with the purpose of maintaining the 

power and fighting the enemies. 

 

The major issue of Chechnya, the one of the terrorist threat to Russia, is the object of 

Chapter III. Since 2000s, Chechen guerrilla has had links with al-Qaeda through its 

rebels’ leaders, as Khattab and Basaev. Fundamentalist Islam groups wanted to create 

the Caucasus Emirate, a virtual entity with the purpose of spreading sharia and jihad. 

Doku Umarov, who was responsible for many terrorist attacks within the Russian 

Federation, had been its leader since his death in 2014. There are three Chechen 

battalions connected to terrorism: IIPB, RSRSBCM and SPIR. Along this chapter, I 
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enlisted most of the attacks led by terrorists coming from the North Caucasus region. 

Nevertheless, Kadyrov’s strategy to fight terrorism has been working: Chechen rebels 

were stopped, and the terroristic threat now belongs to other regions, which are part of 

the so-called Emirate. 

 

In Chapter IV, human rights condition was entered in details. There are humanitarian 

organizations which operate in Chechnya and whose work has helped hundreds of 

people denounce their condition, as their basic rights were not respected. One of the 

most important organization is the Russian group Memorial, for which journalist 

Estemirova used to write. Journalists have been pivotal in reporting what was happening 

to Chechen people during the war (they were abused and deprived of any right, they had 

no facilities and houses) and in denouncing Kadyrov’s actions – Anna Politkovskaja is 

the most famous one. In order to fight terrorism, Kadyrov was at the head of operations 

which burnt down houses of alleged families of rebels, tortured “mountaineers” and 

civilians, killed and made disappear dozens of people. 

 

Chapter V, on the other hand, is focused on President Ramzan Kadyrov and the 

future of this region. Kadyrov has started a cult of personality of himself, his father and 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, in order to legitimate his and his father government, 

but often this process has been compared to Stalin’s era of propaganda and cult of 

personality. Using social media, Internet and television, Kadyrov is building an image 

of himself as a reliable Chechen man, who is trustable despite the young age. The 

Islamization policy he has carried on is another mean to make his people happy with 

Chechnya’s position within the Russian Federation. At the same time, Kadyrov is 

allowed by the Kremlin to make propaganda and spread an idea of traditional Islam, so 

as to keep his country reliable at Putin’s eyes. In conclusion, Chechnya will remain 

inside Russia and will not have any independence, as it is dependent on federal funds 

and investments – there are no foreign investors. Being the most developed Caucasian 

republic, the federal government is satisfied with the progress made, but Russians are 

asking to stop “feeding the Caucasus”. For this reason, Chechnya is now facing a 

similar treatment of all the other republics. 
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Introduction 

 

 

After having attended an university course about Russian and Caucasian history, I 

became interested in Chechnya, a southern republic of the Russian Federation. 

Chechnya is a small country which has always struggled to be independent since it was 

annexed to the Russian Empire, and in particular after the USSR ceased to exist, until 

the beginning of the 2000s. 

As much has been written on the period 1994-2008 – the period of the two Russian-

Chechen wars, I decided to focus my work on the post-war situation: how did its 

presidents, Akhmad and Ramzan Kadyrov, pacified the country? Is Chechnya still 

facing any terrorist threat? What about the religious freedom, which Chechens fought 

for, or the human rights, which were not respected in war time? 

All the information about current Chechnya’s situation is available on newspaper 

articles and human rights organizations’ websites. In order to respond these questions 

and delineate the current situation, I read books and did research on the Internet. 

Reading through newspapers, from Russian, Chechen, European/American and even 

Islamist sources, I gained knowledge of various points of view in order to have an 

objective research. Furthermore, as the news I was looking for are quite recent (from 

2008 on), the books I read, except for one – published in 2014 and analyzing today’s 

Chechnya –, were used to have information about history. 

Firstly, I gave information about Chechnya past: the relation and the differences 

between this country and the Russian Empire and Federation are pivotal. This is the 

reason why Chechens always fought against their conqueror: they are Muslim, they 

were independent and sought for freedom, their society was based on clans and 

administrated by sharia law. These elements, which are not common within Russia, are 

the ones that kept Chechnya fighting until the beginning of the 2000s. 

I was particularly interested in discovering what happened after 2008, the year when 

Russia officially ended the counter-terrorist operations, as Chechen rebels had been 

labelled as terrorists. The process of normalization, called Chechenization, started with 

the appointment as head of Chechnya of a former rebel and mufti (religion has always 
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been present in Chechen life, also in the political field, and as element of cohesion) of 

the region: Akhmad Kadyrov. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin trusted the Kadyrov clan and gave Akhmad the 

mission of co-opting Chechen rebels and convincing them to change sides, as he and his 

family had done during the second Chechen war. 

This is one of the aspects of the Chechenization process, which was led by Akhmad’s 

son, Ramzan Kadyrov, current Chechen president. Federal money played an important 

role, letting the reconstruction of the country, but also made Chechnya be part of major 

Russian problems: corruption is today widespread, and unemployed is still at high rates. 

Another interesting aspect is finding out what are rebels been fighting for, as 

Kadyrov claimed that there is no more any threat in his republic. Indeed, it is Dagestan 

which is dealing with this kind of threat, being today not as stabilized as it is Chechnya. 

The Northern Caucasian republics are part of a virtual Emirate, and rebels are within 

this entity. Chechen fighters have been either eliminated either co-opted by Kadyrov’s 

men, the kadyrovcy, and just few are left in the armed groups. 

Human rights violations are also connected to the terrorist groups: after the wars 

ended, the violations were committed in order to eradicate the terrorist units. Thus, 

violations still often happens, but the situation is relatively better. 

Eventually, Ramzan Kadyrov is a key element of this Chechenization policy. He was 

the one who rebuilt his republic, introduced a more traditional Islam and made Chechen 

people’s life normalized. His way of introducing a new cult of personality – through the 

media – is what allowed him to be legitimated as leader, and to balance Chechnya 

within the Russian Federation. The Islamization process, besides, is another interesting 

decision he took, in order to make Chechens and the Kremlin happy at the same time. 

He did manage to give some independence to Chechnya, but there is not much he can 

do on the economic side, as federal investments are pivotal to its investments. 
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Historic Background 

 

 

1. Introduction to Chechnya: religion, society, law. 

 

The Caucasian region, the territory southern to Russia and included between the 

Caspian Sea and the Black Sea, has always been the junction between two different 

cultures and worlds: “quello del Vicino Oriente, con le sue civiltà complesse e durature, 

e quello delle steppe eurasiatiche, a lungo dominato da popoli nomadi”
1
.  

North Caucasus and South Caucasus are two distinguished areas in this region, first 

of all because of their different geographical shape and dimension (North Caucasus was 

unreachable due to the high mountains), secondly because of their cultures and habits 

(South Caucasian people had been living for centuries near to the complex empires of 

the Near East – Persian and Ottoman Empires – thus being influenced by them; on the 

contrary, North Caucasian people suffered from the pressure of the nomads of the 

steppe), and finally because they are now facing two different situations. 

South Caucasus is composed by Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. All of these 

three countries managed to be independent from Russia when the Soviet Union 

collapsed, after having been part of the Russian Empire for almost two centuries. 

Chechnya, instead, is part of North Caucasus.  

North Caucasus is composed by Krasnodar Krai, a federal subject to Russia, and by 

other Russian republics, which are – from west to east – Adygea (landlocked in 

Krasnodar Krai), Karachai-Cherkessia, Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia (South 

Ossetia is in Georgia), Ingushetia, Chechnya and Dagestan.  

 

When Chechnya was conquered in the 18
th
 century by the Russian Empire, there was 

no Chechen state, but only a land inhabited by Chechen people. They lived in a society 

which was divided in clans (tajpa), and the bond between these tribes was the 

fundamental basis of social relations.  

                                                 
1
 Aldo Ferrari, “Breve storia del Caucaso”, Carocci Editore, Roma, 2007, p. 11. 
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Islamism was the common feature among the clans, but “la sua penetrazione e la 

diffusione della legge islamica (sharia) non erano state tali da abolire il ricorso al diritto 

consuetudinario (adat). Le comunità seguivano le proprie tradizioni e una giustizia 

amministrata dagli anziani e fondata sulla religione islamica”
2
. 

Islamic religion played a crucial role in the unification of Chechen people during the 

19
th

 century, when they were fighting for independence against the Russian Empire. “E’ 

proprio in questo periodo che l’Islam si diffonde e si radica profondamente nelle 

coscienze, unendo sentimento religioso e lotta per l’indipendenza nazionale, soprattutto 

nella particolare variante detta muridismo, parola con la quale ci si riferisce a certi 

movimenti sufi e in particolare a quelli caucasici”
3
. 

Sufism is a religious movement derived by Islam – believers despise assets, they 

seek for poverty and spiritual union with God; violence is not encouraged, but 

aggressiveness was present among the Islam congregations.  

One of the most famous preacher of Islam was Shamil, an Avar from Dagestan who 

fought against Russian imperialism from 1824 to 1859 and who “costruì anche un 

sistema amministrativo, creando dei governatori che esercitavano il potere nel loro 

territorio affiancati da un mufti, interprete della legge islamica”
4
. Therefore, the 

diffusion of Islam had an initial political feature, which easily made gorcy
5
 accept this 

religion. In particular, Shamil contributed to the diffusion of Muridism, a branch of 

Sufism. Its believers are divided into congregations (tariqat); the main ones are 

Naqšbandiyya and Qadiriyya. 

The success of Sufism and Muridism in Chechnya (“nonostante la ferma 

opposizione delle autorità prima zariste e poi sovietiche, il sufismo continuerà a 

diffondersi e a rimanere ben radicato nella popolazione fino praticamente ai nostril 

giorni”
6,7

) is due to few of its features: believers could easily practice the religion in 

                                                 
2
 Marco Buttino, “Introduzione”, from “Cecenia. Una guerra e una pacificazione violenta”, Silvio 

Zamorani Editore, Torino, 2008, p. 17. 
3
 Aldo Castellani, “Storia della Cecenia. Memoria, tradizioni e cultura di un popolo del Caucaso”, 

Rubbettino Editore, Soveria Mannelli, 2008, p. 159. 
4
 Marco Buttino, “Introduzione” (2008), p. 17. 

5
 People who lived in the mountains. 

6
 Aldo Castellani (2008), p. 165. 

7
 For instance, after 1944, all mosques were closed until 1978 as an attempt to destroy Islam, but “this 

radical experiment failed. The Sufi brotherhoods (…) continue to yeld the same prestige today that they 

enjoyed before the Revolution, and Chechnya-Ingushetia remains one of the strongest bastions of Islam”. 
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secret; Sufism has a strong anti-Russian component and is based on tariqat, which is 

similar to the Chechen society clan.  

At first, the most popular tariqat was Naqšbandiyya (Shamil belonged to this 

congregation). Qadiriyya, on the other hand, arose in the mid of the 19
th

 century thanks 

to Kunta Hagi, who preached about non-violence and non-resistance to the evil: the 

Russian occupation. Chechens were tired of fighting, and this tariqat became the most 

popular in the North Caucasus. He thought that “un’ininterrotta catena di violenze 

avrebbe alla fine decimato i popoli del Nord-Caucaso, avrebbe messo in pericolo la loro 

esistenza nazionale, la sopravvivenza della loro lingua e della loro cultura”
8
. 

After a few years, in 1859, extremist groups in the Qadiriyya started emerging; 

violence could not be avoided any more, and believers of the tariqat adopted violence to 

fight again against Russian troops. In this manner, Muridism became a “movimento di 

resistenza a un’occupazione straniera, […] per organizzare la resistenza alla conquista 

russa”
9
.  

During the 1990s, instead, after the first Chechen war, the Wahhabi movement 

emerged, and is today identified with Islamic fundamentalism, even if it was born in the 

18
th

 century.  The responsibility of the diffusion of this ideology is attributed to the first 

war and to the resulting contact with “guerriglieri provenienti da diversi paesi 

dell’Islam”
10

. The aim of Wahhabism was to get back to the original precepts of Islam 

and to fight the adat, because adat was competing with Islam in defining Chechens’ 

identity
11

.  

Wahhabites did not represent the whole Chechen population, but during Maskhadov 

presidency (January 27
th

, 1997 – March 8
th

, 2005) they gained popularity: as they had 

great amount of money, young people joined them due to the lack of alternatives in the 

post-war period. Their presence, though, “ha riaperto, tra gli stessi ceceni, il dibattito 

sull’identità nazionale”
12

. 

                                                                                                                                               
See: Marie Bennigsen Broxup, “Introduction. Russia and the North Caucasus”, from “The North 

Caucasus Barrier. The Russian advance towards the Muslim world”, Hurst & Co, London, 1992, p. 7. 
8
 Giovanni Bensi, “La Cecenia e la polveriera del Caucaso. Popoli, lingue, religioni, guerre e petrolio fra 

il Mar Nero e il Mar Caspio”, Nicolodi Editore, Rovereto, 2005, p. 77. 
9
 Ibidem, p. 83. 

10
 Aldo Castellani (2008), p. 176. 

11
 Ibidem, p. 177. 

12
 Ibidem, p. 186. 
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As I have already written, Chechen society was based on tajpa, groups of people 

belonging to the same large family – the members of the family have a common 

ancestor who gave a patronymic to the tajpa. The ancestor was supposed to be a moral 

and social model for all the descendants, so the clan was based on psychological-

behavioural features.  

Chechen society is still based on these clans: for example, Akhmad Kadyrov, former 

president of Chechnya and father of the current president, belongs to Benoj tajpa and 

Maskhadov belonged to Alleroj tajpa
13

. 

In ancient times, not only the tajpa was the base of the social organization, but it 

was the sphere where the first political aggregations were born. Every clan had its 

advisory body, made up by elder and wiser Chechens. Their election depended on their 

moral authority. The advisory council also elected the head of the military service, who 

used to became the leader of the community during periods of war. Everyone could 

attend meetings, except from women and slaves. Everyone had responsibilities and 

work to do: the tajpa had to guarantee peace and define identities. 

“Il tajpa è un’unità autonoma che sussiste antecedentemente alla costituzione di un 

concetto di nazione cecena, al quale anzi si è spesso contrapposto”
14

. Thus, Chechen 

society has been traditionally divided into tajpa, within villages and districts, and has 

been strongly religious. “Si tende spesso a spiegare con queste divisioni l’attuale 

evidente frammentazione della società cecena”
15

. 

 

Another element I have already mentioned, is the adat. By this term, we indicate a 

set of rules and laws which were formed by habits and which were preserved orally. 

Adat, in this manner, is closely part of the Chechen tradition. The word itself means 

“education”, and its adoption precedes the adoption of Islam and of the Islamic law, 

sharia.  

These two law systems cohabited in all the territories of North Caucasus, often 

bringing to a merge of adat and sharia. Sharia was usually used in divorces cases, as 

                                                 
13

 Ibidem, p. 301. 
14

 Ibidem, p. 240. 
15

 Ibidem,  p. XIX. 
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divorce was “introdotto proprio con la legge islamica e non previsto dall’adat”
16

 (before 

the introduction of Islam, Chechen society was also monogamous – it was Islam which 

introduced polygamy), in custody cases, and finally in hereditary and commercial law. 

Adat, instead, was used for criminal law. Adat was based on arbitration: arbitrators 

passed sentences and these became precedents, constituting the sources of law. 

The presence of both adat and sharia created many problems in recent years, when 

the Wahhabi movement became established, in the last decade of the XX century. 

Believers of Wahhabism strongly believed that sharia had to be the only existing law in 

Chechnya, as it was the most direct link to religion, while adat was only confusing 

people’s identity in term of belonging to a society and of religion
17

. 

 

Social relations are also regulated by habits which, like adat, were preserved orally. 

This way, after the Soviet era and the deportation, Chechens have been able to stay 

closed to their cultural identity. There are strict rules to be observed in the family and 

with elder people; home is a sacred place; families are patriarchal; women are well 

considered, especially if they are mothers; young girls are in the care of the family until 

the wedding, one of the most special events in their lives; hospitality is one of the main 

rules to observe, as often in the past it was necessary to welcome people who had got 

lost in the mountains
18

. 

 

 

2. The Jihad and the Russian conquest. 

 

“La Russia comincia a interessarsi al Caucaso nel XVI secolo, quando la conquista 

di Astrakhan’ nel 1556 ad opera di Ivan il Terribile pone il problema dell’accesso e del 

controllo dei dikie polja – i territori selvaggi –, come erano chiamate le steppe di 

frontiera ai piedi del Caucaso, oggetto di contesa della Russia zarista, degli imperi 

                                                 
16

 Ibidem,  p. 248. 
17

 Ibidem, p. 177. 
18

 “In tutto il Caucaso, una della regole più importanti da osservare è quella dell’ospitalità. I clima e le 

asperità dei luoghi montani rendevano spesso necessario accogliere e sfamare i viandanti che si fossero 

persi o fossero stati trattenuti dal maltempo”. Ibidem, p. 271. 



11 

 

persiano e ottomano, del canato tataro di Crimea, vassallo degli ottomani, e degli 

šaybanidi uzbeki del Turkestan”
19

.  

The Northern Caucasian territory was appealing to all these powers because of its 

strategic position – it could connect Russia to both the rich Persian Empire and the 

South Caucasus. 

Tsar Ivan (who reigned from 1547 to 1584) tried in vain to conquest the wild region 

and, in order to succeed, fortresses were built along the main rivers of North Caucasus. 

In 1605, Tsar Boris Godunov followed his example, with unsuccessful raids. Even Tsar 

Peter the Great decided to fortify the control over that region, as he was leading military 

campaigns against Persia.  

Ten years later, after his failure, Catherine the Great managed to build a new 

fortress, in 1735. From that moment on, Russians started colonizing the lands with 

Cossacks, who would push local people back to the mountains, as Catherine wanted
20

. 

This is why, during the Russo-Turkish war in 1768-74, Chechens and Kabardins 

chose to fight with the Turkish: they could not tolerate anymore any cruel actions of the 

Cossacks and of the Russian Empire. The policy of making people seek refuge in the 

hostile mountains, in order to die or to subjugate to the Russians, was harshly conducted 

by the well-known general Aleksej Ermolov. He colonized the lands with Cossacks and 

Russian farmers, destroyed woods (they were perfect places for ambushes) and built 

new fortresses. 

“Under the tsars, two contradictory methods of assimilating the alien Muslim 

elements were used: conversion to Orthodox Christianity while retaining a national 

profile, without linguistic and cultural russification […]; or conversion followed by full 

                                                 
19

 Ibidem, p. 29. 

See also: Aldo Ferrari (2007), p. 51. “La Russia entrò direttamente a contatto con il Caucaso solo dopo 

aver risolto a suo favore la secolare contesa con gli antichi conquistatori tatari, vale a dire in seguito alla 

conquista dei khanati di Kazan’ (1552) e Astrachan’ (1556), che le aprì la strada verso sud”. 

And: “Moscow opened the game after the annexation of Astrakhan by trying to occupy first the western, 

then the central, and finally the eastern Caucasus. All cards were used: settlements, cooptation, 

Christianisation and military conquest”. Bennigsen Broxup, “Introduction. Russia and the North 

Caucasus ” (1992), p. 2. 
20

 Russian governor of Caucasus, Grigorij Potёmkin, said Catherine that Russia had to attack the 

mountains, after pushing there the Chechens. 
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assimilation by the Russian milieu”
21

. Catherine II, in 1783, preferred the cooptation of 

religious élites, gaining more cooperation from the Caucasian élites. 

The first great Chechen insurrection was led by Sheik Mansur
22

 from the Islamic 

congregation (tariqat) Naqšbandiyya: he was considered a religious guide, an imam, 

and proclaimed the jihad, a holy war, against the Russian enemy. His aim was to unify 

all the Caucasian people, but his fight (1785-1791) ended with a defeat. 

Thirty years later, the jihad started again. “Dal 1834, Cecenia e Inguscetia furono il 

centro della resistenza dei montanari del Caucaso Settentrionale e del Daghestan alla 

conquista russa. Esse opposero alle truppe russe un’accanita resistenza sotto la guida 

dell’imam Shamil, esponente del movimento islamico detto muridismo”
23

.  

Shamil, through the introduction of sharia, wanted to resist Russian occupation with 

moral and military discipline. He created a trained and equipped militia, introducing 

compulsory military service and establishing special military formations. He started 

succeeding in battles against the Russian army thanks to the ambush tactic, but also 

because of the particular weather and geographical conditions. Guerrilla would then 

become the main strategy adopted by the Chechens. 

Chechnya became part of the Russian Empire only after the military defeat of 

Shamil, in 1859.  

During the 1860s, the Qadiriyya tariqat started spreading in Chechnya, due to the 

sermons of Kunta Hagi, who came into conflict with Shamil, who did not accept his 

pacifism, and with Russian authorities, “che vedevano nella sua predica sul pacifismo 

un inganno e interpretavano il suo invito a combattere solo in difesa della nazione, della 

lingua e della cultura cecena come un pericolo ancora più grande della jihad, cioè della 

guerra confessionale, di Shamil”
24

. 

Throughout the second half of the 19
th

 century, the tsarist army succeeded in moving 

villages from the mountains to the flat ground, so that Cossacks could easily control 

Chechens and prevent any form of dissent. As regards religion, hostile attitudes 

prevailed in Qadiriyya, even though this tariqat was supposed to be pacific. Indeed, 

                                                 
21

 Bennigsen Broxup, “Introduction. Russia and the North Caucasus” (1992), p. 5. 
22

 Mansur was a military chief and a religious reformer. He realized that all the people of the North 

Caucasus needed to be unified and his preaching for Muridism led to the wish to fight the Russian 
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many Chechens had been expelled from their villages, in order to leave the most fertile 

lands to the Russian citizens. As a consequence, many of them started living 

surreptitiously, becoming bandits, abreki.  

In 1893, the first oilfield was drilled in Grozny, leading to a huge demographic 

increment: labour came from both the Caucasus and Russia, but the city was not 

equipped to host so many people.  

 

Being part of the Russian Empire, “la rivoluzione del 1917 venne accolta ovunque 

da ceceni e ingusci come una liberazione dal giogo zarista, come l’auspicata fine di un 

periodo in cui tutti i loro diritti erano stati calpestati”
25

. 

After the Bolshevik revolution, the first Congress of North Caucasus gathered and 

formed the Union of Mountaineers of North Caucasus and Dagestan. In autumn, the 

Union voted the constitution of a new republic, the Republic of the Mountains. This 

republic declared its independence on May 11
th

, 1918, being recognized by the former 

rivalries of Russia during First World War: Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey
26

. 

 “Nowhere in the Russian Empire was the Civil War as confused and ferocious as in 

the North Caucasus. Between 1917 and 1920 it was fought by four main adversaries: the 

Bolsheviks, the Caucasian nationalists, the White Army of Denikin together with Kuban 

and Terek Cossacks, and the Muslim religious conservatives”
27

. The politicians in the 

new born republic were mainly Mensheviks; the Cossacks fought the Bolsheviks and 

supported the White Army. 

During 1918, the leadership of the Republic of the Mountains weakened: the White 

Army did want the unity of Russia – thus denying the auto-determination right that the 

Chechens wanted – and the leadership was conducting a policy against Russia, thus 

being accused of being antipatriotic.  

After the war turned into guerrilla, it was the Muslims who managed to defeat 

Denikin and proclaimed again the independence of the North Caucasus, “istituendone 

l’emirato, uno stato indipendente che comprendeva Kabarda, Ossetia, Cecenia e 
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Daghestan”
28

. Bolshevik authority, willing not to have an Islamic and fundamentalist 

republic, offered the head of Chechen Muslim army to be a religious but not a political 

leader.   

 

 

3. Stalin’s policy: the deportation. 

 

Stalin, on January 20
th

, 1921, suggested the creation of a North Caucasus Soviet 

Republic. The mountaineers accepted, because sharia and adat would have been 

recognized as legal basis of the Constitution; central government would not have 

interfered with them; and because they would have got back all the lands that the 

Russian Empire had taken away from them
29

. As a consequence, Chechnya and 

Inguscetia were annexed to the Gorskaja Respublika, the Republic of the Mountains, 

within the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR). 

 

“The Chechen and Ingush regions had been part of the Soviet Mountain Republic 

until 1924, when separate Chechen and Ingush oblasts were set up”
30

 by Russian 

government. After that, Chechnya and Inguscetia became autonomous regions 

(Čečenskaja Avtonomnaja Oblast’ and Ingušskaja Avtonomnaja Oblast’). Later, in 

1936, the two oblast’ were upgraded to Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic 

according to the Soviet Union constitution
31

. 

Short after Stalin had promised to the Chechens what they wanted, all the Islamic 

courts were closed; Chechen leaders were arrested; and lands were collectivized, 

leading to a severe food crisis. In addition, religious persecutions and the first purges 

(the worse were in 1937, when intellectual and religious élite were imprisoned) made 

the relation between Russia and Chechnya even worse
32

. In the same year, on July 31
st
 – 
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August 1
st
, 1937, the “General Operation for the Removal of Anti-Soviet Elements” 

took place. “People listed by the NKVD
33

 were transported in lorries”
34

 to Grozny, 

almost 14,000 among Chechens and Ingush were arrested. 

  

During the Second World War, German army started Barbarossa Operation and 

Hitler decided to send one contingent in the Caucasus, as the insurrectional movements 

and the general dissatisfaction against Russia could help him. Within 1941 and 1942, 

part of the Caucasian people were involved in anti-soviet activities: “in odio al regime 

sovietico, accettarono di collaborare”
35

 with Hitler. 

Already in 1943, having observed the behaviour of Caucasian people towards the 

Soviet Union, Stalin had thought about “una soluzione drastica con la quale intendeva 

risolvere una volta per tutte il problema ceceno e di altre nazionalità caucasiche”
36

.  

On February 23
rd

, 1944, thousands of Russian soldiers encircled cities and villages 

in Chechnya and Inguscetia and deported all the population. 500,000 people were sent 

to Siberia and Central Asia – especially in Kazakhstan and Kirgizstan; many of them 

died during the three-to-six week journey, due to the inhuman conditions they were 

forced to live in. 

Officially, Stalin decided to deport them because of Chechen and Ingush 

collaboration with Germans, but “in realtà l’accusa serviva da pretesto per colpire una 

popolazione giudicata  inaffidabile, che si era mostrata poco incline ad accettare il 

processo di sovietizzazione e ad abbandonare le proprie tradizioni culturali e 

religiose”
37

. Sure enough, some groups of people collaborated with the Germans, but it 

is difficult to say how many in reality they were. What was important was that “se molti 

hanno collaborato è un popolo intero a essere colpevole e a doverne subire le 

                                                 
33

 The People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs, it was the secret police of the Soviet Union that 

executed the rule of power, including political repression. 

See: https://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/NKVD.html. 
34

 Abdurahman Avtorkhanov, “The Chechens and the Ingush during the Soviet period” (1992), p. 174-

174. 
35

 Giovanni Bensi (2005), p. 40. 
36

 Aldo Castellani (2008), p. 95. 
37

 Alessandra Rognoni, “Cecenia 1989-1992: la memoria della deportazione”, from “Cecenia. Una 

guerra e una pacificazione violenta”, p. 36. 



16 

 

conseguenze”
38

. Furthermore, the territories belonging to Chechnya and Inguscetia 

became part of the Russian region Stavropol’ or of North Ossetia. 

After Stalin died, the situation changed: in 1956, during the XX CPSU
39

 Congress, 

Khrushchev condemned Stalin’s excesses and rehabilitated who had been deported. 

Thus, the Chechen-Ingush republic was reconstituted and Chechens started going back 

to the Caucasus. 

The return from the deportation was a painful process, “segnato da tensioni e scontri 

con la gente che era stata insediata al loro posto, e un’inevitabile concorrenza per le 

risorse e per i luoghi di abitazione”
40

.  

In the ‘60s, after the trauma of the re-establishment, Chechnya started being an 

industrial region, exploiting its own resources and refining crude oil coming from other 

regions of the Soviet Union. 

 

 

4. The early Nineties: the first Chechen war. 

 

By 1989, Chechens were finally in majority compared to the Russians in Chechnya, 

thanks to the gradual demographic increment. After Gorbačev introduced the 

perestrojka, informal groups of discussion started gathering to discuss about the 

democratization process in the Chechen-Ingush republic. This led to the fear that “le 

conseguenze del riemergere di questa memoria potessero avere ripercussioni sui 

rapporti tra le diverse nazionalità che abitavano nella repubblica”
41

. 

In June 1989, Doku Zavgaev was elected first secretary of the Communist Party of 

the republic and finally introduced a period of liberalization: the informal groups 

became bigger and historical newspapers and journals
42

 started being published, in 

order to discuss and remember Chechen history.  

On June 14
th

, the Congress of People’s Deputies of the Soviet Union approved the 

declaration “On Recognizing the Illegal and Criminal Repressive Acts Against Peoples 
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Subjected to Forcible Resettlement and Ensuring their Rights”, thus approving the law 

“On the Rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repression”, “dichiarando illegale e 

criminale ogni atto di repressione e auspicando la completa riabilitazione di questi 

popoli e la ricostituzione in loco del loro territorio”
43

.  

Instead of helping Chechen and Ingush people, this created more problems: article 

VI said that the borders existing before 1944 had to be re-established, but it didn’t 

explain how. Thus bureaucrats decided to add the deliberation “Problems Related to 

The rehabilitation of Victims of Political Repression” to the law.  

 

At the same time, the first national movement was formed: it was called Bart 

(Unity) – then recognized as Democratic Party, and it was composed by members of the 

intelligencija, such as Zelimkhan Yandarbiev
44

, who later would become president of 

this movement. Bart constituted the basis of the Vainakh
45

 Democratic Party, which 

asked for the abolishment of the Communist Party – Doku Zavgaev clearly opposed. In 

March 1990, Zavgaev was elected head of the Supreme Soviet of the Chechen-Ingush 

republic.  

In the summer of the same year, the first National Congress of Chechnya (Oкčи) 

was held, and lead to the creation of the Ispolkom, the Executive Committee, whose 

leader was Dzhokhar Dudaev
46

. The Congress was a moderate political party, which 

opposed the Islamic fundamentalism of Yandarbiev. Its program was about cultural 

progress and auto-determination of Chechen people, but also about the wish of having 
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democratic parliamentary and presidential elections in order to declare Chechnya’s 

sovereignity.  

After the Congress declared the sovereignity of the Chechen republic, the Supreme 

Soviet approved the declaration that claimed that the Chechen-Ingush republic was a 

sovereign state that would sign agreements of the Union and of the Federation as an 

united country. The Chechen national movement did not agree, as the declaration did 

not specify whether the sovereignity was inside or outside the Russian Federation.  

As a consequence, the Vainakh Democratic Party of Yandarbiev and other religious 

organizations asked to be excluded from Russia and to form a confederation of the 

North Caucasian republics. 

In March 1991, Dzhokhar Dudaev moved back to Chechnya to take actively part in 

Chechen political life as leader of the Executive Committee of the Congress. After his 

comeback, he suddenly moved to more radical and extreme positions, getting closer to 

Islamic characters (like Yandarbiev) and farther from moderate politicians and members 

of the intelligencija.  

 

The attempted putsch on August 19
th

, 1991, was the turning point for Dudaev 

position, as he received the political confirmation he was waiting for. During the 

turmoil, he exhorted people to sustain democracy and accused the president of the 

Supreme Soviet, Doku Zavgaev, of having taken part in the undemocratic putsch. 

“People were demonstrating, demanding the immediate resignation of the republican 

leadership which had betrayed its people during the days of the failed coup”
47

. 

As Dudaev was considered Russian and not Chechen, he was thought to be able to 

balance the relation between Russia and Chechnya. But as soon as he got power, he 

became hostile to Russia and tried to favour his original tajpa.  

After the Supreme Soviet had been substituted by a temporary Soviet, Dudaev and 

his personal militia took control of the Parliament and announced presidential election 

to be held on October 27
th

, proclaiming “Cecenia una Repubblica sovrana, 

geograficamente costituita sulla base della ex Repubblica Ceceno-Inguscia, con 
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l’esclusione di due sole province su quattordici, che vennero lasciate agli ingusci”
48

.  

“L’Inguscetia non accettò la secessione e il 4 giugno 1992 si staccò dalla Cecenia, 

rimanendo leale a Mosca”
49

. 

Thus, Dudaev became the first president of the Chechen republic on November 1
st
. 

On November 8
th

, Eltsin announced the state of emergency, causing the mobilisation of 

the Chechens in favour of Dudaev and the enforcement of his power. The state of 

emergency was then withdrawn after a few days and Chechen people considered this 

decision as a de facto recognition of Chechen independence from Russia.  

Russia was not capable of managing this crisis, especially after Georgia and 

Azerbaijan claimed their independence. At the beginning of 1992, Dudaev asked 

Moscow to remove all of the Russian troops from Chechen territory. Russia did not 

accept this request, so Chechens separatists illegally took Russian weapons from 

Russian military placements. Russian Defence Minister was forced to withdraw all the 

troops, and, as a consequence, Dudaev could organize his own regular army
50

 without 

any Russian opposition. With these troops, Dudaev would later help the Ingush fight 

against the Ossetians because of border issues, and the Abkhazians against Georgia. 

Dudaev was fighting in these two cases against orthodox people, even if the conflicts 

had historical and not religious pretexts.   

Dudaev made the institutions more Islamic: he took the presidential oath on a Quran 

and ratified Saturday as the week day to rest. “L’obiettivo è quello di costituire una 

leadership del Caucaso del Nord fondata sull’adesione alla religione islamica”
51

. During 

this first period, “impiegati e funzionari russi e delle altre nazionalità slave 

incominciarono ad abbandonare la Cecenia”
52

 due to the fear of nationalism and 

religious fundamentalism.  

In the meanwhile, Eltsin had adopted a more authoritarian leadership to manage 

domestic policy issues, because he could not let Chechnya be independent. The first and 

main reason of this was that being independent would constitute a precedent for other 

republics – like Tatarstan – to ask for independence. A minor reason was connected to 
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Chechnya’s strategic role: the oil pipeline that brought oil from the Caspian sea to the 

Black sea went trough Chechnya. Therefore, Chechnya was geopolitically important for 

the oil transit from Azerbaijan
53

, while it was not pivotal as regards its oil reserves. “Se 

prima della rivoluzione le zone petrolifere principali erano l’Azerbaigian e il Caucaso 

del Nord (segnatamente la Cecenia), […] negli ultimi anni la produzione petrolifera 

cecena non ha superato l’1% del totale russo”
54

. 

Many Caucasus experts claim that “la guerra della Russia contro la Cecenia avrebbe 

potuto scoppiare da un momento all’altro dopo il novembre del 1991, ovvero dopo che 

la Russia respinse la dichiarazione di indipendenza della Cecenia e il presidente Eltsin 

dichiarò lo stato d’emergenza nella repubblica, inviando 2500 soldati”
55

. Russian troops 

got closer to Chechen borders, excluding the country from the flow of goods and 

information. Ingushetia had not defined yet its borders with Chechnya, so Russian 

troops were actually already in Chechnya. To solve this crisis, Dudaev and Ingush 

President Aushev decided to leave the border as it was, not delimited.  

Chechen domestic situation was troublesome as well. Dudaev was more focused on 

his tajpa and on the clan structure of the country than on the whole Chechen people, and 

he was trying to make Mansur and Shamil national symbols of the resistance against 

Russia. “In January 1994, Chechnya changed its name to Chechen Republic-Ichkeria, 

the suffix being the name of a large region in the southeast traditionally associated with 

the birth of the Chechen nation”
56

, to recall the image of the fortress of Shamil in 

Ichkeria, the south-eastern part of the country.  

Many were the people disappointed by Dudaev, starting from the Major of Grozny, 

then members of the intelligencija, and also politicians of the pro-Russia party (Doku 

Zavgaev was one of its leaders). Everyone was trying to help his own clan, leading the 

political crisis into an economical one and bringing the country almost in a civil war. 
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On May 25
th

, 1993, the militias of Dudaev and Mamodaev
57

 fought against each other, 

and Dudaev succeeded in making his position stronger.  

Dudaev still wanted the independence of Chechnya; so Eltsin, in July 1993, offered 

Chechnya to be part of the Russian Federation with a special status of autonomy. 

Dudaev did not accept the proposal, as he wanted a full independence; he did not even 

participate in the Duma election at the end of the same year. Being independent from 

Russia also implied “il controllo completo della produzione e della raffinazione 

petrolifera”
58

.  

As diplomacy was not helping Eltsin, he decided to secretly (“avvalendosi della 

collaborazione dell’FSK
59

, i servizi di controspionaggio federale, per risolvere 

militarmente la situazione”
60

) help Dudaev’s opposition in attacking Grozny, on 

November 26
th

. Dudaev’s militia managed to defend the city and take 70 Russian 

soldiers and officials as hostages, thus showing the role that Moscow was playing. 

Chechen public opinion immediately thought that it was not a domestic conflict, but 

clearly a Russian military invasion.  

On November 29
th

, Eltsin gave an ultimatum to Dudaev: Chechnya had 48 hours to 

get rid of all the armies and leave the hostages. “A detta dei suoi consiglieri, Eltsin non 

si aspettava che le sue condizioni sarebbero state accettate”
61

. The day after, Russian 

Security Council gathered to discuss about the Chechen crisis, but later the Justice 

Minister said that the meeting had the purpose to “avallare una decisione che Eltsin 

aveva già preso”
62

. Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and Minister of Foreign Affair 

agreed with the military intervention; only a few people claimed not to be in favour. 

On November 30
th

, secret provision n. 2137 was issued, authorizing the use of 

military force. During the following two weeks, when Russian troops were deploying 

along the Chechen borders, Russia and Chechnya did not find any compromise (Eltsin 

also thought that the war would be short and would help him with public opinion). 
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Russian army intervened on December 11
th

, 1994, entering in Chechnya from three 

different directions to lead the operation of “disarmo di formazioni illegali”
63

. The 

intervention led Russian people not to trust Eltsin anymore, as he had lied on the real 

reasons of the war and as he was bombing entire villages, killing Chechen innocent 

people.  

Russian army was bigger than the Chechen one, but among Chechen soldiers there 

were also volunteers from Muslim countries. Russia could have won the war. Grozny 

had been destroyed by bombs; the main cities had been occupied; Chechen troops had 

hidden in the mountains: if Russian soldiers had not abused of the Chechens, Chechens 

could have helped them contrasting the rebel forces, but “le forze russe trattarono tutti 

gli abitanti della Cecenia indiscriminatamente come nemici”
64

. 

Chechen troops adopted the guerrilla tactic, hiding in the mountains; Russian troops 

killed thousands of civilians, thus many Chechens decided to ally with the separatists, 

the fighters who conducted guerrilla from the mountains.  

Chechen resistance got to a turning point when some of the separatists “divennero 

quello di cui Mosca li aveva sempre tacciati d’essere: dei terroristi”
65

. On June 14
th

, 

1995, a group of Chechens led by Shamil Basaev
66

 arrived in a city in South Russia, 

Budёnnovsk, and occupied a police station and a hospital, killing more than a hundred 

people. It was Chernomyrdin who solved the crisis, freeing the hostages and leaving 

Basaev a way of escape. Chechens wanted the war to end and Russian troops to leave 

Chechnya, but the peace talks between Chechen military commander Aslan Maskhadov 

and Russian military commander Anatolij Romanov were interrupted by other terrorist 

attacks. 

 In January 1996, Chechen fighters occupied another hospital in Dagestan and 

authorities tried to give terrorists a way to escape in order to avoid the death of the 

hostages; in September the personal spokesperson of Eltsin avoided a terrorist attack; in 

October Anatolij Romanov was killed; in November Zavgaev managed to avoid a 

bomb; in December the Russian governmental building in Grozny exploded.  
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On April 21
st
, 1996, Dudaev was killed after having been tracked down through his 

telephone signal. He was substituted by Yandarbiev; while Maskhadov got the full 

control over military decisions.  

As Russian presidential elections were close, Eltsin understood he needed to end the 

war: he called general Aleksandr Lebed
67

 and asked him to represent Russia in the 

peace talks. Though, once Eltsin was re-elected, he order a new attack in the mountains 

to capture Yandarbiev and Chechen officials and tried to kill Maskhadov. 

On August 5-6
th

, Maskhadov managed to enter Grozny – which was occupied by 

Russians – and thousands of civilians and soldiers of both sides died. Eltsin finally let 

Lebed withdraw the army. At the end of the month, Lebed and Maskhadov signed the 

Khasaviurt Accord: Russia did not recognize de facto Chechen independence
68

; 

Chechnya would behave as a sovereign country; the status of Russia-Chechnya relations 

would be discussed in 2001
69

. 

 

 

5. From the Independence to the Second Chechen War. 

 

The period of independence corresponded to the break between the two Chechen 

war, and was characterized by bad economic conditions, an initial lack of political 

leadership, and widespread criminality. Already when Russian troops were going to 

leave Chechnya, new terrorist attacks were held, in order to start again the conflict: 

Russian soldiers were made hostages; a delegation from North Ossetia was kidnapped; 

members of the international Red Cross were killed. Eltsin claimed that these episodes 

were a provocation towards the peace progress. A key role was played by the oligarch 
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Boris Berezovskij
70

 who helped “pagando, a quanto si dice, i riscatti e rendendo così il 

fenomeno dei sequestri un affare lucroso”
71

. 

Maskhadov won the presidential election in January, 1997, but both Basaev and 

Yandarbiev refused to join him in the government. The new president wanted to give 

sovereignity to Chechnya, cooperating with Russia. On the other hand, Basaev wanted 

an Islamic state to join all the Muslim people of North Caucasus. Thus, Basaev just 

knew that the only way to unify Chechnya and Dagestan was to continue the war. 

Dagestan was pivotal for two reason: firstly, it was the biggest and most populated 

Muslim region of the Caucasus; secondly, it would have guaranteed access to the oil 

reserves of the Caspian Sea
72

. 

Chechnya was suffering from unemployment and tough economic conditions: 

agriculture and sheep farming were impossible – also because of the presence of mines; 

there were many armed groups which started trafficking drugs and oil and kidnapping 

people. In the same years, Wahhabism was spreading all over in Chechnya. Wahhabites 

had fought during the war, but still the majority of the Chechens did not accept them, 

due to their fundamentalist religion and to their military groups. Many politicians near 

to Yandarbiev were Wahhabites, and hostile to Maskhadov
73

. 

In May, 1997, Maskhadov and Eltsin signed the Russia-Chechen Peace Treaty: the 

sides guaranteed that they would not use force to solve controversies in the transition 

period. The transition was supposed to last five years; after which a referendum would 

decide if Chechnya would become an independent or a federate republic. Yet, at the 

time of the signature, Chechnya aimed at being independent, whereas Russia only 

wanted to add the status of associate member of the federation, “un puro escamotage 

verbale che avrebbe dato alla Cecenia un’indipendenza molto limitata”
74

. Just some 

time later, in August, the Chechen parliament voted a law to make Chechen language 

the official one, while the Russian constitution said Russian was the official language.  
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In July 1998, the militia of Sulim Jamadaev
75

 fought against the Wahhabites in 

Gudermes. After tens of people had died, Maskhadov declared that Wahhabism was 

outlaw, but by that time the Wahhabites were too many and could not be expelled by the 

country. Even Basaev sympathized with them
76

. Maskhadov proclaimed the state of 

emergency, set a curfew and placed police checkpoint along the main highways.  

The opposition created the Council of the Commanders – Basaev was included – 

and it asked Maskhadov to resign. In order to save himself, Mashkadov introduced 

sharia as state law: as a consequence, the parliament ceased to exist and a consultative 

assembly was created, which was led by the president himself. At the same time, 

Basaev created his own consultative assembly. “È assai significativo il fatto che, 

almeno inizialmente, i wahhabiti ceceni non vennero affatto intralciati dai russi, che 

probabilmente si rendevano conto dei loro potenziali effetti destabilizzanti all’interno 

della Cecenia”
77

.  

Moscow got suddenly worried for the pipeline (opened in September 1997), for 

which it was paying high royalties as a guarantee against thefts. Russia stopped paying 

in August, 1998, and decided to transport oil through the train system in Dagestan, 

cutting off Chechnya. At the same time, Basaev and other Chechen and Dagestan 

leaders, included Khattab
78

, organized a commando and occupied two villages in 

Dagestan. Maskhadov never publicly condemned these guerrilla actions. “La Russia 

aveva comunque bisogno di un pretesto per affermare che la Cecenia era venuta meno a 

quanto affermato nell’accordo”
79

 signed with Lebedev, about the non-use of force. 

Prime Minister Sergej Stepašin revealed that “l’attacco contro la Cecenia era stato già 

deciso nel marzo del 1999, ovvero cinque mesi prima della sua apparente causa 

scatenante”
80

. 

                                                 
75

 He was a leader of the Chechen guerrilla who, during the second Chechen war, allied with Russian 

government, as Akhmed Kadyrov did. 

See: Maria Elena Murdaca, “Un sogno dalla Cecenia”, Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso, June 3
rd

, 2009,  

(http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/aree/Russia/Un-sogno-dalla-Cecenia-45906). 
76

 Basaev, in April 1998, had been elected President of the Congress of the People of Ickheria  and 

Dagestan, which did not have a real political program. 
77

 Aldo Castellani (2008), p. 137. 
78

 A Jordan warrior, who had an active role in organizing Chechen resistance during the first Chechen war 

See: BBC News, “Obituary: Chechen rebel Khattab”, April 26
th

, 2002, 

(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/1952053.stm). 
79

 Aldo Castellani (2008), p. 141. 
80

 Ibidem, p. 142. 



26 

 

On September 30
th

, 1999, Russian army entered Chechnya, starting the second 

Chechen war, with a kontrterrorističeskaja operacija, an anti-terrorist operation. The 

day before, Putin
81

 had asked Maskhadov to condemn terrorism, to free Chechnya from 

army groups and to give Moscow the criminals.  

Putin managed to be elected in 2000, after having spoken about the necessity of 

taking revenge from the first war and about the need to fight terrorism
82

. At the 

beginning, “questa guerra godette del sostegno dell’opinione pubblica”
83

, as at the 

beginning of September four buildings in Dagestan, Moscow and Volgodonsk were 

blown up. Chechen terrorists were immediately blamed for the attacks. 

War operations were quick and mostly held in Grozny, the Chechen capital which 

was soon destroyed.  

What differed from the first Chechen war was the presence of mass-media
84

. Many 

were the journalists who tried to report what was really going on and what civilians had 

to suffer: Russian authorities cut gas and electricity off; soldiers used to do začistki 

(military searches), which ended with executions, rapes or tortures (there were secret 

lagers); the army was not easy to control, as there were many independent troops.  

“Local human rights groups estimate that between 3,000 and 5,000 people have 

“disappeared” since the beginning of the conflict in 1999. Russian governmental 

statistics put the figure at 2,090 persons. All of these people are either civilians or 

otherwise unarmed when taken into custody. Russian authorities deny all responsibility 

for their fate or whereabouts. […] Human Rights Watch said that the vast majority of 

the “disappearances” are perpetrated by government agents—either Russian federal 

forces or, increasingly, local Chechen security forces who are ultimately subordinate to 

Russian authorities”
85
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The war was not a war against terrorism, but a war against an entire population. The 

exodus of the Chechens had already started on October 21
st
, 1999, when a missile was 

launched on the biggest market in Grozny, killing more that a hundred civilians. Many 

run away, either to Inguscetia, either to Georgia, where there refugee camps had been 

set up. 

In the summer of 2002, Maskhadov and Wahhabite leaders reconciled and organized 

the offensive actions in Dagestan and in Grozny. In the same year, the unfortunately 

famous terrorist attacks started: on October 23
rd

, 800 people were sequestered in 

Dubrovka theatre
86

 in Moscow and the way Russian authorities managed the crisis was 

hardly questioned, as hundreds died because of the poisoning gas; there were bombings 

in Moscow metro line; and, in September 2004, 330 hostages died in a school in Beslan. 

The referendum of March 23
rd

, 2004, gave Chechnya some autonomy and a new 

president, who had to be elected with Moscow’s consensus. In October, Akhmad 

Kadyrov
87

 won the elections. Only one year later he was killed in a terrorist attack, and 

he was replaced by Alu Alkhanov, Minister of Domestic Affaris, because his son, 

Ramzan Kadyrov, was too young to become president (he became prime minister).  

Also Maskhadov was killed in Grozny in 2005; Basaev died in Inguscetia in 2006. 

 

Ramzan Kadyrov had been responsible for the personal militia of his father (the so-

called kadyrovcy), which was involved in illegal police searches and drug dealing. After  

having understood he could be president, he claimed he wanted not to have the militia 

anymore, to enter fully legality and be able to be elected president. In February 2007, he 

took the place of Alkhanov. Putin, in fact, had ratified a law which said that Russian 

president has to propose the name of the Chechen president.  

“Ramzan Achmatovič Kadyrov è diventato Ramzan “l’edificatore”: restituisce a una 

Cecenia sfinita il volto che aveva prima della guerra, eliminando i segni delle battaglie 

che, con brevi pause, si susseguono dal ’94”
88

. He has been in charge of the 
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reconstruction and of the pacification of the country. Despite the fact he promised to 

abolish his personal militia, he did not. “Human rights groups accuse Kadyrov of 

stamping his authority on the republic by using a feared private militia, known as 

the Kadyrovcy”
89

. “Torture by government forces, including pro-Moscow Chechen 

forces under the leadership of Chechen President Ramzan Kadyrov, is widespread and 

systematic”
90

. 
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What happened after the two wars? 

 

 

1. The Chechenization policy. 

 

“One of the most astounding vestiges of Putin’s 8-year rule is the Machiavellian 

pacification of Chechnya, which appeared close to triggering off secession of other 

territories”
91

. In April 2009, Russia claimed the conclusion of the counter-terrorism 

operations, bringing to an end one of the most brutal conflicts of the last decades, as 

“relative stability […] has been achieved”
92

: terrorism crushed, illegal armed groups 

were defeated, militant leaders had been neutralized
93

. Finally, Chechnya could ease 

security restrictions, such as curfews, road blocks and searches, and start investing in 

order to encourage trade. 

Putin managed to pacify Chechnya through the so-called Chechenization policy: 

“based on the local distribution of massive reconstruction aid from Moscow”
94

, this 

policy aimed at “co-opting (buying off) Chechen leaders”
95

. To do this, Putin had to 

choose a Chechen leader who would help him ending the terrorist threat, unite his 

people, and who would be loyal to Russia. 

Aleksej Malashenko, co-chair of the Carnegie Moscow Centre’s Religions, Society, 

and Security Program, said that “the choice of Akhmad Kadyrov was perhaps the best 

move Putin has made here”
96

.  

Russian president appointed Kadyrov the head of Chechnya’s administration (the 

Kremlin organized orchestrated
97

 presidential elections in 2003). Kadyrov, the most 
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influential mufti in the region, since the beginning of 2000s had been also supported by 

the Jamadaev brothers
98

 and by the others pro-Moscow factions, which helped him to 

incite divisions in the pro-independence camp.  

Kadyrov has had support thanks to the “strong vertical power”
99

: it involves the 

owing of armed units, the full support from the federal centre, and the loyalty to Putin. 

Since 2001, the clans allied with the Kadyrov clan managed to hunt rebels across the 

republic, starting the process of Chechenization. Already in 2005, Ramzan Kadyrov had 

about 5000 servicemen
100

 (the kadyrovcy) integrated in the Interior Ministry structures 

and in the South and North battalion of the Interior Troops. These troops had to kidnap 

or kill suspects and “sometimes innocent people”
101

.  

The policy of Chechenization involved also the instigation of internal quarrels, in 

order to make the opposite sides less secure and more dependent on Moscow. Akhmad 

Kadyrov had to recruit and deploy Chechen pro-Moscow militia in order to show his 

loyalty to Putin; his clan was constantly committing tortures and humiliations to combat 

the separatists, with the aim of recruiting them and making them pass on his side.  

After his death, in 2004, it was clear that Doku Umarov
102

 was not as strong as 

Basaev: many rebels had surrendered in Chechnya and Dagestan. Few of them had 
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changed sides, being enrolled among the kadyrovcy, as they did not have any other 

choice.  

Since Akhmad’s death, the influence of his son has been growing exponentially: he 

was supported by the Kremlin, because he had to protect the gains made by the 

“Chechenization”, and he was also supported by the Chechen people. The reason of the 

people support comes from the propaganda in the country; the cult of personality of the 

Kadyrov clan and of Putin and Medvedev; and because Kadyrov started reconstructing 

Grozny, which had been devastated by the wars, with Russian monetary help. 

According to his decision, in 2008, “the architectural scars of war in Grozny will be 

removed […], his capital will bear no more of the marks of war that made Grozny 

worthy of its name”
103

.  

Chechnya appeared finally as a pacified country, and Kadyrov began worrying about 

the “moral decline”
104

 of his nation: he banned slot machines, casinos, fought 

prostitution and alcoholism.  

 

In order to better understand what Putin’s policy is about, what is the 

Chechenization,  it is necessary to know where the money for the reconstruction comes 

from, how was the reconstruction of the country, which were the social changes and 

how the Kadyrov clan managed to get rid of its political opponents. 
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a. Monetary aid from the federal government to Chechnya. 

 

Chechnya is one of the “subsidy regions”, one of the areas that periodically receives 

aid from the federal government. According to what Usman Rassukhanov, the 

republic’s finance ministry, said to Izvestia, “this kind of intense financial support is 

absolutely necessary to republic’s cohesion”
105

. What Russia actually decided to do, 

was to invest large sums of money adopting the policy of “peace in exchange for 

money”
106

: through Russian money, Chechnya could be rebuilt and show that the 

pacification had happened. 

Between 2002 and 2006, the Kremlin had allocated almost 1.3 billion dollars in 

reconstruction, as Russia’s aim was the one of limiting the unemployment rate and 

creating new job places: one of the most dangerous consequences of unemployment was 

that young people would join terrorist groups
107

, since this was their only opportunity, 

as I already wrote in Chapter I.  

In 2008, Putin’s plan was to develop the territory, create new jobs, double 

production, develop social and transport infrastructure (including the airport in the 

capital, efficient hospitals and new roads to connect all the cities of the country). 

For the reconstruction, Kadyrov managed to have financing from federal funds and 

“acted to prevent embezzlement of money from this heavily subsidized republic by 

hiring independent auditors for state-funding projects”
108

. In addition to federal 

subsidies, “exports by oil, bypassing the official operations run by a Rosneft
109

 oil 
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subsidiary (which has license to extract oil in this republic), and sales of scrap material 

have also been sources of revenues”
110

. Also due to economic growth, local revenues – 

including local taxes – totalled 1.8 million rubles in 2004, data which was doubled in 

the following three years. 

Since the creation of the North Caucasus Federal District
111

, the government’s 

priority has been the one of developing the economy of this region, not only to highlight 

its need for development, but also to give stability to the area
112

. 

Federal subsidies are still the main part of the local budget (in 2007, 24.4 billion out 

of 28 billion rubles came from the federal government). In 2008, the whole budget was 

33 billion rubles: 28 from the federal budget, 4.6 from local revenues. In 2012, 12.2 

billion rubles came from federal budget, 644 million from local budget and 1.2 from 

other sources
113

. 

In addition to that, Kadyrov, who is the responsible for Chechnya’s growth or 

decline, did not hesitate to take loans in Chechen banks using as guarantee future 

subsidies
114

. As subsidies are paid by the end of December and are calculated depending 

on implemented projects, loan are also a mean to evade federal control. 

 

Khloponin
115

 has said
116

 that Russia wants to stimulate regional economic 

development creating centres of economic growth and, in order to do this, the 

government has approved a State Programme for the North Caucasus Through 2025. 
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The State programme includes 11 sub-programmes: strengthening the investment 

attractiveness of the North Caucasus federal district; development of Kavkazskiye 

Mineralnye Vody as a specially protected environmental and resort area; development 

of the tourist cluster in the North Caucasus federal district, the Krasnodar territory and 

the republic of Adygea; seven sub-programmes on the effective long-term development 

planning and its regions’ influence and resource sufficiency; the creation of 

institutional, information and strategic conditions for implementing the North Caucasus 

Federal District Development to 2025. 

This programme requires 234.9 billion roubles from the federal budget (made up by 

221.7 billion roubles of expenditure commitments and 13.2 billion roubles of additional 

funding)
117

. 

“The objectives and responses outlined in the document are broadly oriented in the 

right direction. However, its priorities are numerous, loosely defined and insufficiently 

backed by personnel and expertise”
118

. 

There are indeed many critics, both towards this project and the large amount of 

money that Russia is investing in this region, which historically has always fought 

against Moscow. 

Some Russians “would rather see these resources spent in ethnically Russian regions 

[because] federal subsidies to republics like Chechnya are often spent without 

transparency”
119

: for instance, there were transgressions amounting to 7.9 billion rubles 

in Chechnya’s budget in 2012 and 10,000 violations of budget law in 2008
120

.  

Those who thought this financial support was excessive were extreme nationalists. 

Among them, members of the Russian Public Movement, the Russian Civil Union, the 
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Moscow Defence League and the Slavic Union
121

. In October 2011, hundreds of them 

gathered in Moscow and Marched together shouting “Stop feeding the Caucasus!”
122

. 

“Experts believe that through this, nationalists want to promote the idea of separating 

the region from Russia”
123

.  

They were accompanied by anti-corruption leader Alexei Navalny
124

 and Vladimir 

Milov
125

. But while Navalny was explaining that “he had no intention to buy bandits 

from the North Caucasus new cars and finance foreign stars’ show in Grozny”
126

, some 

nationalists expressed the fear that cutting the funds to the Caucasus would mean that 

millions of Chechens will go to Russia looking for jobs
127

. 

Indeed, saying how much money from the funds was actually allocated for 

reconstruction is impossible; or how much was misappropriated by corrupted officials, 

neither in Moscow nor Grozny
128

.  

“Nor has anyone dared to ask where Kadyrov finds the money to maintain”
129

 his 

high quality standard of living: he has luxury cars, a private zoo and racehorses. When 

he was asked once where did his money come from, he answered “From Allah”
130

.  
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Besides, “глава Чеченской Республики Рамзан Кадыров предоставил сведения о 

своих доходах, имуществе и обязательствах имущественного характера за период 

с 1 января по 31 декабря 2010 года. […] Согласно декларации, в прошлом году 

доход Кадырова по основному месту работы составил 4 млн 191 тыс. 138 рублей. 

[…] Из недвижимого имущества за Рамзаном Кадыровым зарегистрирована на 

условиях договора безвозмездного социального найма квартира площадью 36 кв. 

м. […] В 2008 году в декларации Кадырова значились "Жигули"”
131

. Officially, the 

apartments where he lives belong to his wife, and the horses directly to Chechnya
132

.
 

 

 

b. The reconstruction of Grozny. 

 

By the end of the ‘90s, Grozny had been described as the most destroyed city on 

earth by the UN. Ramzan Kadyrov has been called “the constructor” since he has 

overseen a construction booming in Chechnya, thanks to the federal subsidies. “The 

ruling elite as well as ordinary Chechens perceive the subsidies as a kind of tax that the 

federal centre pays for the complete devastation of Chechnya during two brutal 

wars”
133

.  

He ordered the construction of a 250 million dollar stadium, named after his father 

Akhmad; of a huge mosque in the heart of the capital – the Great Mosque – and of a 

business centre. In 2011, he even asked more federal money (about 17 billion dollars, 

according to Michael Schwirtz of the New York Times), in order to rebuild the homes 

damaged or destroyed by the war.  
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While reconstructing, Kadyrov put more efforts on the capital, compared to the 

villages. Grozny has no more the scarves of war: the buildings which had been 

destroyed during the war are now fixed, the roads are completed (there is even a high-

quality road linking Grozny to Gudermes), the airport is fully working and perfectly 

connected to Moscow. In the city centre it is possible to see and enter Russian shops, 

there is the Zum
134

, there are boulevards with trees, even an orthodox church near to the 

Great Mosque, modern hotels, and a residential neighbourhood. On October 5
th

, 2011, 

the skyscraper complex “Grozny City”
135

 was inaugurated in front of famous hosts from 

all over the world, in order to celebrate the modernity of this city
136

.  

Grozny has become “a symbol for the rebirth of the Chechen people after the 

war”
137

. 

As regards the area far from the centre, Kadyrov “ha dato ordine che tutte le case 

private della città siano restaurate, a spese dei proprietari, entro la fine dell’anno, 

altrimenti vanno rase al suolo. Non deve restare traccia della guerra”
138

. 

To see some signs of the wars, people have to move from the city centre for a few 

kilometres and old ruined buildings will appear. Before Ramzan Kadyrov, Alu 

Alkhanov only made put plaster on old buildings and then had them painted. On the 

other hand, in a few years, Kadyrov managed to build new pipe, gas and electrical 

systems
139

. 
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Despite this, the rest of the reconstruction work is quite of poor work
140

: there is no 

basic social infrastructure such as kindergartens, schools and quality health facilities; 

transport and industrial infrastructures also are not developed as expected
141

.  

Meanwhile, Chechens are deeply impoverished and, in 2009, Kadyrov confirmed 

that the unemployment rate in his country was still above 50%
142

. The North Caucasus 

Federal District Administration said that the right data was 55%
143

 in 2011. 

Bribery and corruption, which are other serious issues in the country, as they also 

represent a problem in the rest of Russia, are related to the reconstruction and to the 

absence of control over flows of money. Chechnya, in fact, is Russia’s leading region in 

terms of corruption and money laundering; not having a sufficiently developed banking 

system, many transactions are operated through the shadow economy
144

. 

Chechens, who do not get any money from federal subsidies, are concerned about the 

“quotidiana lotta contro la corruzione”
145

. People cannot run small businesses without 

being blackmailed; there is limited social mobility and no system of education
146

.  

As reported by Majnat Kurbanova, a Chechen journalist, corruption and bribery are 

habits to get retirement funds, medical certificates, passports or even university degrees.  

Eventually, she explained that school teachers have an unusual method to round off the 

bill: private tutoring, term which is different from the Western one. Teachers are used to 

give lower grades to the schoolchildren, in order to force their parents to send their sons 

and daughters to tutoring, with the same teachers of the school
147

.  

In addition to this, public employees are obliged to give part of their salary to the 

Akhmad Kadyrov Fund, which is run by Ramzan’s mother, Aimani
148

. The better 

position a citizen has in a work place, the more he has to pay. 
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The money taken by corruption is then reinvested in Chechnya, to create work places 

in the construction sector, to make purchases or gifts: Ramzan wants his policy to have 

well visible results, and do not want people to invest out of Chechnya
149

.  

Dmitrij Peskov, current press agent of Vladimir Putin, said during an interview that 

“quando tenti di ricostruire una Repubblica così gravemente danneggiata, dopo due 

guerre, l’importante è ottenere risultati il più in fretta possible, per rendere il più 

confortevole possibile la vita dei poveri cittadini”
150

. 

On 10-15
th

 April, 2009, information agency “Caucasus Time” held an opinion poll in 

Grozny to see what residents thought about corruption in Chechnya. 83% of them said 

they experienced a manifestation of corruption in these fields: education sphere (61%), 

health care (55%) and law enforcement agencies (44%)
151

.  

Aware of this problem and talking about the North Caucasus Federal District, 

Medvedev said he would count on Khloponin to lower the level of corruption, which 

was “outrageously high” and he also emphasized the need for strict control over the 

federal funds allocated to the North Caucasus
152

. 

  

 

c. The new, traditional Islam. 

 

Together with the physical reconstruction of Chechnya, Kadyrov father and son 

changed also some social conditions. As Putin let the leaders partially free to act in their 

own country, the Kadyrov clan chose to follow a policy of Islamization. Even if this is 

not directly part of the Chechenization process, it is strictly related to freedom that 

Chechnya and Kadyrov have now due to this process: “with the Kremlin approval, 

Islam is flourishing in Chechnya”
153

. 
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In fact, Kadyrov efforts are focused “on three sectors: reconstruction and economic 

development; comeback of the independent warriors; promotion of a traditional Islam. 

[…] His power leans on five pilasters: support of Putin (it is the central pilaster), terror, 

reconstruction, cooptation and Islam”
154

. Thus, the policy of Islamization is a fight 

against modernity and against the social status of women. 

Since 2005, Sultan-Chadži Mirzaev has been the Chechen mufti. He also is a former 

rebel who “came out of the forest” in 2003. During an interview in 2012 to Islam-

Today.ru, Sultan Mirzaev explained that the head of republic provides him financial 

assistance if needed. The aim of the mufti, he said, is to make schoolchildren know the 

ideology of traditional Islam, the basis of Islam, trying to escape from radicalization: 

children must know what a jihad is, what happened in Chechnya and that Wahhabites 

tried to disorganize Russia through Caucasus
155

.  

During his public preaches in the Great Mosque, the mufti “predicava di nuovo la 

linea ufficiale sul grande errore di chi va nella foresta per unirsi ai šaitany
156

 nemici del 

popolo ceceno”
157

: this sermon was the same for all the mosques in Chechnya, as every 

Friday the spiritual direction of Chechen Muslims uses to send the compulsory text to 

read to every mosque. The religious strategy is clear: promoting a traditional Islam 

(Sufism) in order to contrast Wahhabites, who are the Muslim fighters.  

Kadyrov clan belongs to the wird
158

 of the tariqat of Kunta Hagi: Akhmad often 

spoke about Kunta Hagi’s peaceful message in order to justify his policy of cooperation 

with Russia. Mirzaev also belongs to this wird but, while he was deciding which wird 

give the direction of the Great Mosque to, Ramzan Kadyrov chose to have every day a 

different imam, not to have conflicts among the tariqat
159

.  

To facilitate Sufism, Ramzan has financed the reconstruction (with the money of 

Akhmad Kadyrov Fund
160

) of the most sacred place in Chechnya, the grave of Kunta 

Hagi’s mother. He planned for this site to become a pilgrimage destination. Besides, he 
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inaugurated a Russian Islamic university, near to the Great Mosque, named also to 

Kunta Hagi
161

 on August 21
st
, 2009. Here students study the Quran and the Islamic 

science: they will be able to become imam or sharia teachers.  

The main difference from the current religious programme and the extremist one is 

that now religious people near to Ramzan refuse the jihad against Russia, “almeno 

quando si esprimono in pubblico, […] perchè anche i mufti hanno paura di Kadyrov, pur 

elogiandolo con convinzione”
162

. 

Kadyrov launched a new campaign, in order to promote morality and the revival of 

Chechen traditions
163

. 

Authorities have discouraged the drinking of alcohol, gambling is forbidden, men 

and women cannot use the same sport facilities
164

, smoking is banned in universities, 

and women must wear a veil in public buildings and school. “Women who go out 

uncovered are targets [even if] the dress code runs counter to Russian federal law, 

which at least in theory still reigns across Russia”
165

. For instance, groups of masked 

men in military uniform “have patrolled the streets of Grozny and fired paintballs at any 

woman not wearing a head scarf in line with an edict issued by Kadyrov in 2007”
166

. 

The new Islamization is proceeding in not equal ways: alcohol is easily accessible, 

while “la dittatura che si va instaurando si fonda anche sull’umiliazione delle donne”
167

, 

said well-know journalist Natalja Estemirova. Despite the warnings of Ramzan Kadyrov 

and his clan to make women well behave in society, men are usually polygamous: “В 

Чечне это необходимо, потому что у нас война, у нас, по статистике, больше 

женщин, чем мужчин. У нас это обязательно нужно, это важно для чеченского 
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народа. Я это приветствую”
168

, Ramzan Kadyrov said during an interview. While 

looking for a second wife, Kadyrov said that “sharia allows a man to have four wives 

[and] allows a second marriage only if the first wife agrees”
169

.  

Furthermore, Kadyrov agrees with honour killings, as women also live under a 

strong social control. “Mosca vede benissimo cosa succede, ma lo archivia fra le 

tradizioni locale e chiude gli occhi, […] la loro ossessione è di contrastare i wahhabiti, e 

delle donne cecene non gli importa niente, della società cecena in generale non gli 

importa niente”, said Professor Oliver Roy
170

. 

Starting from 2014, law enforcers detained and interrogate, as preventive measure, 

young people suspected to follow radical Islam: they are men with beards with shaved 

off moustaches and women in hijabs. The imams have been invited to monitor the 

appearance of their parishioners and CCTV cameras have been installed in the mosques, 

in order to prevent extremism. “We should give no chances to various pseudo-

ideologists of Wahhabis, who have neither secular, nor religious education, to take over 

the minds of our young people”, Kadyrov explained in January, 2014
171

.  

 

At the beginning of July, 2012, sixteen relics arrived in Grozny, as a gift from a 

United Arab Emirate Sheik. Chechen authorities said that the relics were moved to 

Chechnya because the Sheik had been inspired by the work of Ramzan Kadyrov in 

reconstructing the republic. Kadyrov said he never paid for them, like he had never paid 

for any famous guest to go to Grozny and celebrate him in public. It is also very 

unlikely that all of the relics really belonged to Mahomet.  
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“L’impressione è che il vero scopo di queste iniziative, indipendentemente dal fatto 

che si tratti di reliquie autentiche o no, sia la sacralizzazione dell’attuale leadership, la 

legittimazione per via religiosa del potere di Kadyrov, anche se i metodi utilizzati 

appaiono tutt’altro che divini”
172

.  

 

 

d. Cooptation and terror. 

 

“Kadyrov’s model of governance is regarded as more effective both by the federal 

authorities and societies in the neighbouring republics. […] Kadyrov delivers what he is 

paid for: he fight terrorism in Chechnya and prevents its export to the rest of the 

Federation”
173

. In order to be able to fight the terrorism, and to maintain the power, 

Kadyrov has adopted a policy of terror and “tyranny”
174

. 

One of the features of Kadyrov’s way of governance is the fact that he has no 

enemies, as political opponents tend to disappear: Natalia Estemirova, human right 

activists and journalist at Memorial, denounced that Kadyrov was “connected to 

disappearances and deaths of political opponents”
175

. She was found dead on July 15, 

2009.  

Oleg Orlov, director of Memorial, reported that Kadyrov had threatened the 

journalist just a few months before she died
176

. Orlov blamed Kadyrov not for the 

killing or for having given the order to kill Estemirova, but “for fostering a culture of 

lawlessness and violence in Chechnya where law enforcement and security agencies 

could commit such heinous crimes with absolute impunity”
177

. 
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Another journalist who was murdered is Anna Politkovskaja, one the most famous 

critic to Vladimir Putin, to the Chechen wars, and to the Kadyrov clan. She wrote 

denouncing what she saw during the conflicts and about the condition of the Chechens, 

covering stories about corruption and human rights abuses. In October 2002, she 

accepted to be the negotiator during the siege of Dubrovka theatre in Moscow; in 

September 2004 she was almost poisoned on a place while directed to Beslan, when the 

terrorists were sequestering the school. She was found dead in her apartment block on 

October 6
th

, 2006.  

After a long process to find out who was guilty for her death, the verdict was 

announced on May 27
th

, 2014. Two men were convicted to life sentences for having 

organized the crime, three men received lengthy prison terms (one of them is a police 

officer). It is still unknown who ordered the crime
178

.  

 

As regards the disappearance of other enemies, who are not journalists, Umar 

Israilov is an example. He was initially a rebel fighting with the Chechen guerrillas 

against Russia; then he was obliged, “by means of torture and beatings”
179

, to change 

sides. He managed to run away to Austria in 2004, where he became a political refugee 

and talked to the European Court of Human Rights: he said that Kadyrov took part in 

torture
180

.  

He was killed on January 13
th

, 2009. Three Chechens were eventually found guilty 

for the murder, one was sentenced to life imprisonment. “According to prosecutor 

Leopold Bien, […] Israilov was killed because he was in possession of compromising 

material on Kadyrov”
181

. Shortly after the murder, a man called Artur Kurmakaev told 

Viennese police that President Kadyrov had ordered him to reach Israilov and bring him 
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back to Chechnya. After Israilov refused to leave, Kadyrov told Kurmakaev to leave 

Austria; there are no information about Kurmakaev since 2009
182

. While at police 

station, Kurmakaev was talking also “о списке людей, которые воевали против 

Кадырова или привлекли его внимание и являются врагами, которых надо 

нейтрализовать"
183

. 

Also the Chechen militant Ali Osaev was killed in Istanbul on February 26
th

, 2009, 

by three men, two of whom were also believed to have killed other Chechens in 2011 in 

the same city. “The assassinations were part of a wave of killings of prominent Chechen 

separatists both in Russia and abroad”
184

 between the ‘90s and the 2000s. Among these 

murderers, there was also the one of Sulim Jamadaev
185

 in Dubai. 

Jamadaev was the head of the Vostok battalion
186

, an armed unit that did not profess 

loyalty to Kadyrov. The problems with Kadyrov worsened when the personnel loyal to 

Jamadaev, in April 2008, engaged in a shoot-out with Kadyrov’s guards. Many from the 

Vostok personnel joined the pro-Kadyrov Chechen police, after Kadyrov accused the 

Jamadaev clan of many crimes. He had survived nineteen attempts on his life before 

moving to the Emirates in 2009. 
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US state department and MI5 (Military Intelligence, Section 5, it is the UK’s 

domestic counter-intelligence and security agency) believe that President Kadyrov “is 

behind a string of assassinations of Chechen exiles in Europe and the Gulf”
187

.  

Akhmed Zakayev is a Chechen actor who turned politician; he promoted peace 

dialogue in 2001 with Moscow representatives and resisted pressure from extremists. 

He was acting as Maskhadov’s spokesman, but he was accused of being involved with 

Chechen rebels in the Moscow theatre crisis in October 2002. As prime minister of the 

Chechen republic of Ichkeria, the unrecognized separatist state, he decided to move to 

London to apply for political asylum
188

. An alleged plot against him emerged during a 

hearing in March 2012, when IM5 found out that a man known as E1 was a threat to 

Zakayev’s life: he may have been recruited by Kadyrov himself to get close to Zakayev 

(he lived near to him and Litvinenko
189

) – Kadyrov’s spokesman said it was 

nonsense
190

.  

There are other examples of men murdered in Chechnya or abroad, but most of them 

are connected to the rebel movement. As this regards the fight to terrorism, I will 

explain it in the next chapter, where I will enter in details also about the cooptation of 

Muslim leaders and of Chechen fighters. 
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2. Limits of the Chechenization process. 

 

According to many scholars, though, the Chechenization process has turned into a 

Kadyrovization process. Kadyrovization was supposed to be only a part of the 

Chechenization process, meaning that Kadyrov clan’s aim was to control a monocentric 

regime and to transform the counterterrorist operation in an internal conflict and in a 

battle against militants
191

, while being limited and controlled by the Kremlin.  

Before giving legitimacy to Kadyrov’s power, Vladimir Putin chose to adopt a 

policy of “check and balances”
192

: not only he had promised Kadyrov a future in 

politics, but he had kept as well Beslan Gantamirov
193

 as a trump card, in case Kadyrov 

would be unmanageable. Putin did not abandon this check and balances policy, 

otherwise the model of succession of the Kadyrov clan (transferring power from father 

to son) would have limited even more Moscow’s ability to lead Chechnya
194

.  

The Kadyrovization model is indeed vulnerable: it concentrates power in one 

person, not allowing an opposition to exists; and this type of power “is tied umbilically 

to the Kremlin. The stability of the current power vertical depends in large part on the 

president of Chechnya. […] This energy is impossible to keep track of and control in a 

civilized manner. […] Internal opposition members dissatisfied with Kadyrovization 

will have no choice but to go up into the mountains”
195

. The Kadyrovization, in fact, is 

not incorporating Chechnya in Russian structures, and is not caring about bringing 

social satisfaction among the people.    

According to Nicolay Petrov, former chair of the Carnegie Moscow Center’s Society 

and Regions Program, Moscow should stop promoting this model of government, which 

is archaic, and should also stop prohibiting residents to work in the law enforcements 

structures. The Kremlin should instead “conduct a balanced policy of progressive 
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modernization to the political system and resolve the bitter confrontation between 

society and law enforcement structure”
196

. 

The Kremlin has, as a consequence, little space for its manoeuvres, after having left 

Chechnya controlled by armed bands and not by federal forces. Thus, now Kadyrov has 

few enemies in his country, and Moscow has helped this by creating and consolidating 

his strong force. Kadyrov can finally promote his interests, and “the weaker the 

separatists become, the less dependent Kadyrov’s people become on Moscow"
197

. 

Moscow is indeed “annoyed with Kadyrov’s absolutism [and with] the murders in 

Moscow and Dubai of the Jamadaev brothers, or the killing of human right activist 

Natalya Estemirova in Chechnya. All of these murders have been linked in one way or 

another to Kadyrov”
198

. 
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Terrorism issue 

 

 

1. Separatism and fundamentalism. 

 

Since the end of the so-called counter-terrorist operations, Kadyrov has been 

managing to reduce violence to a large degree, but Chechnya is “still suffering from 

unrest and armed violence. Across the North Caucasus, Moscow’s response has been to 

counter force with force, and to sanction authoritarian local rule for fear of something 

worse – separatism”
199

. 

Separatist units
200

 have been labelled as guerrillas and they have links with the al-

Qaeda network: since 2000, Moscow has been trying to find these connections, as “the 

Russian authorities wanted to prove to the world that they were fighting not Chechen 

militants, but international terrorism”
201

.  

Links between Chechen fighters and Islamist organization al-Qaeda go up to the end 

of the ‘80s
202

: Chechen warlord Khattab
203

 was said to have met Osama Bin Laden 

while struggling against Russian occupation in Afghanistan. Khattab moved to 

Chechnya in 1995 and fought against Russia during both the wars. As regards Russian 

accusations of having connections with Osama Bin Laden while fighting, he said “he 

had not seen him since his years in Afghanistan”
204

.  
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Basaev
205

 “underwent training in Afghanistan and had close connections with al-

Qaeda”
206

 too. As the leader of one the three battalions
207

 (his group is named Riyadus-

Salikhin Reconnaissance and Sabotage Battalion of Chechen Martyrs; the others are the 

Islamic International Brigade and the Special Purpose Islamic Regiment) which seized 

hundreds of hostages at Dubrovka theatre in 2002, his group “was listed as a terrorist 

organization linked to al-Qaeda by the US government and the United Nations”
208

. 

In October 1999, “Bin Laden agreed to provide substantial military assistance and 

financial aid [to Basaev and Khattab], including by making arrangements to send to 

Chechnya several hundred fighters to fight against Russian troops and perpetrate acts of 

terrorism”
209

. 

Zacarias Moussaoui, convicted for the September 2001 attacks, was a recruiter for al-

Qaeda rebels in Chechnya
210

 and was connected to Khattab. Indeed, hundreds of 

fighters working with Khattab and Basaev were trained in al-Qaeda camps
211

 in 

Afghanistan; and Khattab called fighters to arms also from Ingushetia, Dagestan and 

Ossetia, thanks to Bin Laden’s financial support
212

. 

Basaev, who “mescolava terrorismo islamico, nazionalismo e il codice di vendetta 

tradizionale ceceno”
213

, killed with a bomb Chechen President Akhmad Kadyrov; his 

militia led an incursion to Grozny in 1996 and killed 150 people, “la maggior parte delle 

quali collegate con l’amministrazione regionale russa”
214

; and three suicide women 
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connected to him managed to kill more than 100 people in a bombing in Moscow metro 

and in two aircraft bombings in 2004.  

Russian authorities, after having eliminated people close to Basaev
215

, claimed that 

their military strategy had turned into a positive way after Basaev died during an 

explosion, in 2006
216

. 

Furthermore, also Ayman al-Zawahiri (who became leader of al-Qaeda after Osama 

Bin Laden died in May, 2011) had been in Chechnya in 1996 to fight against Russia. He 

was arrested that same year by Russian Federal Security Service (FSB), due to worries 

of connections to international terrorism, and released in 1997
217

, when Russia 

withdrew from Chechnya. 

 

The aim of the separatist groups would be the creation of an Emirate, thus the 

“establishment of an Islamic state in the North Caucasus [...]. The Emirate
218

 was listed 

as a terror group by the Russian Federation in February 2010 and by the United Nations 

the following year”
219

. Doku Umarov
220

 became leader of the Caucasus Emirate (CE) in 

October 2007. The Emirate – which is a virtual state entity – comprises Chechnya, 

Ingushetia, North Ossetia, Krasnodar Krai, Stavropol Krai, Dagestan, Kabardino-

Balkaria and Karachai-Cherkessia. 

The Emirate became member of al-Qaeda
221

 after Osama Bin Laden died, in 2011. 
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In the first quarter of 2014, the head of FSB said that “the leader of the Caucasian 

Emirate terrorist organization, Doku Umarov, was neutralized as a result of a combat 

operation”
222

. 

As regards the Caucasus Emirate, it is known that fighters from this organization in 

2012 “had joined the ranks of the armed opposition to Syrian ruler Bashar al-Assad”
223

. 

“В Сирии воюют около 150 моджахедов добровольцев из Имарата Кавказ. Среди 

них чеченцы, дагестанцы и представители других народов Северного Кавказа. 

Они разделены на 4 отряда и действуют в разных районах Сирии.”
224

 

These Chechens are either veterans of the North Caucasus insurgency (“it has been 

suggested, but not proven, that Qatar and Saudi Arabia financed the recruitment of those 

experienced former insurgents because the Chechens are regarded as the best of the 

jihadist fighters”), either Chechens from the Georgian-Chechen border
225

, either 

Chechens who left Chechnya at the beginning of the first war, or young Chechens who 

left Chechnya for Syria with the aim of joining the opposition forces
226

. 

In March 2014, the Caucasus Emirate announced its new leader had been chosen to 

succeed Emir Doku Umarov, who died: Ali Abu-Muhammad (Aliashab Alibulatovich 

Kebekov). Born in the district of Dagestan, Kebekov is an Avar who decided the join 

the insurgency after his nephew, an Islamic theologian, was killed
227

. Before becoming 

leader of the CE, he was qadi (supreme religious authority) and judge for the Supreme 
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Sharia Court of the Dagestan district list of  terrorists, having been part of  an armed 

formation
228

.  

The CE easily accepted his leadership, but fighters in Chechnya will find this change 

difficult to accept, as this choice “is an affront to their traditional ideology”
229

: indeed, 

Kebekov had referred “to the Chechens’ nationalism and nationalist spirit – meaning the 

continued importance some of them still attach to the concept of an independent 

Chechen state – as unacceptable”
230

. 

The new emir said the jihad had to be promoted also within the local community, in 

order not to arouse suspicion, and not only within the fighters in the mountains
231

. In a 

video posted online in the website kavkazcentre.com
232

 in March 2013, Kebekov 

questioned Ramzan Kadyrov’s knowledge of Islam and said that the police, not fighting 

against President Putin, is considered infidel; eventually he claimed he wanted to 

impose sharia and fight President Putin
233

. 

 

Regarding links with al-Qaeda and terrorist organizations, the US State Department 

claimed that “the Islamic International Peacekeeping Brigade (IIPB) is the primary 

channel for Islamic funding of the Chechen guerrillas, in part through links to al-Qaeda-

related financiers on the Arabian Peninsula”
234

. Also the Special Purpose Islamic 

Regiment (SPIR) and the Riyadus-Salikhin Reconnaissance and Sabotage Battalion of 

Chechen Martyrs are recognized as terrorist entities by the United States
235
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IIPB was established in 1998 by Shamil Basaev and Khattab, the latter of whom 

became its leader. Fighters from Chechnya and from the Middle East were fighting in 

order to have an independent Chechnya governed by Wahhabites. The US State 

Department believes that this organization is “the principal channel for Islamic funding 

of the Chechnya fighters by means of direct contact with Osama Bin Laden”
236

, as 

explained before. 

The Riyadus-Salikhin Reconnaissance and Sabotage Battalion of Chechen Martyrs 

(RSRSBCM) has been associated to Bin Laden on March 4
th

, 2003, “for participating in 

the financing, planning, facilitating, preparing or perpetrating of acts or activities by, in 

conjunction with, under the name of, on behalf or in support of al-Qaeda”
237

. It was 

founded and led by Basaev in October 1999. This group is well-known for using “black 

widows, which are members of the Caucasus Emirate’s female suicide bomber 

group”
238

, and for bombing urban centres. 

Like RSRSBCM, also SPIR had been associated to al-Qaeda on March 4
th

, 2003, 

being linked to both RSRSBCM and IIB
239

. This organization, on the other hand, is a 

“hostage-taking, kidnapping and oil-smuggling”
240

 group; it is formed by 

fundamentalist Sunni Islamic radicals
241

. 
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2. Terrorist attacks. 

 

Terrorist attacks led by Chechen fighters started in 1995, when the first war had just 

begun. The attacks escalated in the 2000s, and some of them have been briefly 

explained in Chapter I. For instance, the attack at the hospital and at the police station in 

Budёnnovsk in June 1995; the occupation of another hospital in Dagestan in January 

1996; the alleged bombing attacks in September 1999 which brought to the second 

Chechen war; the seizure of Dubrovka theatre in October 2002; followed by the 

sequestration of hundreds of hostages in a school in Beslan in September 2004.  

Within this chapter, few other attacks were mentioned: in February 2004, a suicide 

bombing killed 39 people on a underground metro in Moscow; in August 2004, two 

suicide passengers killed 90 people in two different planes which left from Moscow 

airport Domodedovo. 

After the second Chechen war finished and guerrilla leaders were killed, Moscow 

announced the end of the counter-terrorism operation
242

, but terrorism did not end. 

From April 2009 and March 2010, “85 law enforcement officers were killed in the 

republic and 168 wounded”
243

.   

 

Already in 2009, in any case, it was clear that, in the terrorist scenario of the North 

Caucasus, Chechen separatists were not anymore the major problem, as they had been 

replaced “by an increasingly vicious Islamist insurgency that has struck in republics 

across the region. [...] The relative increase in violence in Ingushetia was seen as a 

symptom of Chechen President Ramzan Kadyrov’s success in crushing the rebels in 

Chechnya”
244

.  

Here are a few and main terrorist attacks led by Chechens by 2009, when Russia 

claimed the end of the counter-terrorist operations. They were held both in Russia and 

in the North Caucasus. 
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Grozny’s Interior Ministry was the target of a bomb blast which killed two 

policemen and injured five others, including civilians, on May 15
th

, 2009. The suicide 

bomber was an elderly man who did not have any problems in getting near to the 

building. Not having the authorization to enter the Ministry, he detonated the bomb 300 

metres from the target
245

. 

 

Five people were killed in Grozny on July 26
th

, 2009, by a suicide bomber who blew 

himself up near to a crowd in front of a concert hall, where President Ramzan Kadyrov 

was going to. Four of the five men who died were policemen who tried to stop the 

bomber, while other 10 people were injured. 

Kadyrov said that this attempt “to give up our active attempts to destroy rebel fighter 

[...] is in vain”
246

. According to him, the bomber wanted to enter the hall and kill all the 

people in there, including women and children
247

. 

 

On August 17
th

, 2009, 24 people were killed and 136 injured by a suicide truck bomb 

at a police station in Nazran, the biggest Ingush city. The blast destroyed the police 

station, and damaged a nearby apartment building and several office buildings. 

The explosion – estimated 400 kilograms of TNT
248

 – was linked to the “same armed 

underground groups that had staged similar attacks in recent years”. The head of the 

Investigations Committee did not say who the suspects were, but the attack was the 

deadliest one in the region since 2005
249
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According to Dmitri Medvedev, at the time president of the Russian Federation, the 

terrorist attack could have avoided, as “police admitted they had been warned on 

Saturday of a potential attack but had not succeeded in following up the information”
250

. 

On August 21
st
, 2009, “a Chechen rebel group claimed responsibility for the 

attack”
251

. The website kavkazcentre.com, acting as spokesman for the terrorists, wrote 

that the Ministery of Internal Affairs (MIA) should have removed “their bases and posts 

away from the residence of civilians, rather than using them as human shields”
252

. 

Indeed, Alexander Cherkasov, Memorial director in Nazran, had said the attack was 

monstrous, as also children were hurt
253

, and had blamed the terrorists. 

The president of Ingushetia, Yunus-bek Yevkurov, was not in his republic, because 

he had undergone many operations, due to the injuries got during another suicide 

bombing, on June 22
nd

, 2009
254

. In a statement, Yevkurov said the August attack was an 

attempt to destabilise the situation and create panic; he also blamed Umarov for the 

attack on his convoy in June
255

. 

 

Not only the Chechen terrorists wrote about their responsibility on the internet about 

the attack in Ingushetia, but they also claimed responsibility for an explosion at a 

Siberian hydroelectric dam which killed 47 people. Eventually, the Battalion of Martyrs 

– another name to indicate RSRSBCM – declared an economic war on Russia, as 

written on kavkazcentre.com, and threatened a wave of attacks on the country’s energy 

infrastructure
256
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On the website, the battalion wrote it had planted an anti-tank mine in the turbine 

room, causing more damage that they expected
257

. The incident happened on August 

17
th

, 2009, in Russia’s largest Sayano-Shushenskaya hydropower plant in Siberia
258

. 

Two water conduits broke and flood the turbine room. 

Eventually, Russian investigators found no evidence and trace of explosive material 

or terrorist acts: allegedly, it was an attempt from RSRSBCM and Umarov to gain 

publicity
259

. 

 

Few days later, on August 21
st
, 2009, four blasts were carried out by four suicide 

bombers who were biking in Grozny. Four policemen died and two were injured
260

. 

President Medvedev said there would be tough reprisals for terrorists, but “growing 

poverty and police corruption in the North Caucasus were driving the rise in 

violence”
261

. 

 

A female suicide bomber – these women are generally referred to as “black 

widows”
262

 – blew herself up in Grozny injuring six police officers, on September 16
th

, 

2009. The blast “struck a symbolic blow against Russia’s claims that stability is 

returning”
263

 to Grozny and Chechnya. Chechen president, Ramzan Kadyrov, denied 
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that security and stability were becoming an issue again, claiming that explosions 

happen everywhere
264

. 

 

The Nevsky Express is a luxury high-speed train connecting Saint Petersburg and 

Moscow, the two main cities in Russia. On November 27
th

, 2009, its three last carriages 

were derailed because an explosive device: the investigators founds “remnants of a 

homemade bomb, equivalent to 7 kilograms of TNT”
265

. The accident happened in the 

Tver region, near to the town of Bologoye.  

FSB thought of a terrorist attack and not of a normal accident, because also in 2007 a 

bomb had derailed a train on the same line. An independent security analyst said that 

the train is the most vulnerable target if terrorists wanted to hit authorities
266

 

27 people died and 130 were hurt in the blast. Among who died were Sergei Tarasov, 

head of the state roads company and former Saint Petersburg vice-governor, and Boris 

Yevstratikov, head of the State Reserves Agency. 

The day after, a second but less efficient device went off, probably activated by a 

remote mobile, without killing anyone
267

. The ministry for the Emergency Situations 

said that the terrorists had planned to blow up two train in that night, but the second 

train had been earlier decommissioned
268

. 

Moscow had already described the “attack as an act of terrorism”
269

 when, within 

days, “an Islamist group in the North Caucasus said it was behind the bombing, 

claiming it had been ordered by Russia’s most wanted man, Chechen separatist Doku 

Umarov”
270

.  
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The website kavkazcentre.com published “the statement sent by the command of the 

Caucasian Mujahedeen [...] without any cuts or corrections”
271

. In the letter, the 

headquarters of the Armed Forces of the Caucasus Emirate (this is how the statement is 

signed) wrote: “we declare that we will do everything possible to spread jihad even 

greater in the territory of Rusnya
272

 to undermine its economy, so that Rusnya will not 

have the opportunity to use the Caucasus as its raw material base”
273

. The author of the 

letter also said that he considered the Russian population as accomplices of its 

government, “which supports by its approval the bloody policy of occupation of the 

Caucasus and the brutal killings of peaceful Muslims whose only fault is their desire to 

keep at least basic norms of Islam. […] We warn the leadership of Rusnya that unless 

they stop the killing of innocent Muslims of the Caucasus Emirate, and unless they 

terminate the activities of the death squads, we reserve the right to conduct appropriate 

military operations against the civilian population”
274

. 

In March 2010, Russian forces led a raid on the village Ekazhevo, in Ingushetia, 

killing eight suspected militants and detaining ten men. Nine of them were from the 

same family, the Kartoyev one. Three men from this family and the other man were 

found “guilty of murder, organising an act of terrorism and illegal arms trafficking” and 

sentenced to life jail at to pay 134 million roubles to Russian railway (about 4.3 million 

dollars); the remaining six members of the Kartoyev clan were sentenced to eight years 

of prison
275
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On March 29
th

, 2010, two black widows blew themselves up on the Moscow metro 

station of Lubyanka and Park Kultury, said the Mayor of Moscow, Luzhkov, killing 39 

people and injuring more than 60
276

. Lubyanka station is in the centre of Moscow, 

located in front of the former KGB building, which today is occupied by the FSB 

headquarters. 

In February, Doku Umarov had warned Russia that the zone of its operations would 

be extended to Russia, that the war would arrive in Russian cities
277

. An expert of the 

Chatham House thinkthank said to investigate in the North Caucasus, but not only in 

Chechnya, as “Ramzan [...] has achieved a reasonable level of control and [...] guerrilla 

activity has been squeezed out elsewhere to Ingushetia and Dagestan”
278

. 

The rebels of the CE were immediately pointed out as responsible. Once again, 

Dokka Umarov made a statement through a video published on the website 

kavkazcentre.com, saying that the Moscow bombing “was a legitimate act of retaliation 

for continued killings of civilians in the Caucasus”
279

. 

 

On March 31
st
, 2010, Dokka Umarov posted the video on the pro-Russia website, 

saying he was responsible for the Moscow attack. A few hours before, two suicide 

bombers killed 12 people in Dagestan. One of the two bombers was a 18 year girl, 

widow of a Dagestani militant who was killed “during a special law-enforcement 

operation”
280

. 

The bombings in Kizlyar – the hurt Dagestan city – took place only 300 metres from 

the office of the FSB and the Interior Ministry. President Medvedev said he believed the 

two attacks were linked, as “the manifestation of same terrorist activity which has 
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recently started to resurface in the Caucasus”
281

. Indeed, the FSB announced that the 

two bombers responsible for Kizlyar attack were members of a group of suicide 

bombers “recruited and trained by a Chechen rebel leader, Said Buryatskiy”
282

. 

19 people died after the Islamist rebels attacked Tsenteroj, Kadyrov’s home village, 

on August 29
th

, 2010. The rebels occupied the village for one hour and burnt down few 

houses. According to the authorities, it was “a reminder [...] that Kadyrov and other 

local leaders have failed to stop the Islamist insurgency”
283

. 

Alexei Malashenko also pointed out that it could have been an act of revenge, 

because it is largely known that President Kadyrov has his own prison in the home-

village, where he made his men torture rebels
284

. 

 

The attack on Grozny Parliament happened on October 19
th

, 2010. Three fighters, 

shouting Islamist slogans, launched a bomb and gun attack, killing two guards and an 

official. One attacker set off a suicide bomb, while the other two were fighting with the 

guards
285

. Deputies managed to escape, and the three fighters were killed. 17  people 

were injured. 

Only a week before, Umarov had ordered commanders to renew their oath of 

allegiance to him. Even if the centre of violence has shifted to Dagestan and Ingushetia, 

the authorities admitted that “the situation in Chechnya remains highly volatile, despite 

assertions that the country is now peaceful”
286

. 

 

Domodedovo airport was hit again by a bomb attack on January 24
th

, 2010. The 

explosion, caused by a suicide bomber, killed 35 people and wounded more 150 in the 
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arrival hall
287

. The power of the blast equal to 5 kilograms of TNT. After Doku Umarov 

claimed responsibility for the metro bombing of 2010 and the train bombing of 2009, 

the airports and the metro system had been tightly secured
288

. 

Despite this, there was free access to the arrival gates, even though the security 

services were aware of a possible attack on a airport, but they could not locate and 

detain the suspects they were looking for
289

. 

Suspicions fell on militant groups of the Caucasus, as they knew “how important the 

perception that the president and prime minister [Medveved and Putin] provide a 

security city is, and to undermine that is a key aspect of their aims”
290

. There were 

immediately concerns about a possible market fall, but people were reassured by the 

fact that, after the attacks of 2010 at Domodedovo, the market had not reacted 

strongly
291

. 

Doku Umarov made a video message claiming he had planned the attack and 

warning of more terrorist acts to follow
292

. It is not sure Umarov was the real 

responsible of the attack, as many terrorist cells operate in Russia and in the North 

Caucasus
293

. 

In 2013, four men were condemned to lengthy sentences for their involvement in the 

terrorist attack
294

, having helped to prepare it and assisted the bomber in Moscow. 

 

On December 29
th

, 2013, another female suicide bomber killed 16 people in 

Volgograd, a city with one million people, 700 kilometres away from Sochi and close 
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the North Caucasus
295

. Fear grow, related to the forthcoming 2014 Winter Olympics in 

Sochi
296

. The explosion took place at the railway station, wounding 44 people. 

The woman is supposed to have been a close friend of the woman who carried out 

the attack to Volgograd in October. Earlier in October, indeed, the Dagestani woman 

made a bus blow up
297

.   

 

The FSB director said that Russia’s secret services were striving to maintain security 

during the Sochi Winter Olympic Games
298

. Indeed, for the duration of the Games only 

vehicles registered in Sochi were allowed through the checkpoints that the FSB was 

overseeing. 40,000 policemen and armed services were involved in the security 

system
299

.  

All these preventive measures were needed, as Umarov had said that he would “do 

everything they can to disrupt what he called these Satanic Games”
300

. In a video 

released in July, 2003, he announced he would target also civilians
301

. In addition to 

this, some rebels consider that Sochi is an occupied area and needs to be freed
302

. 

From the beginning of 2014 to March, Russia conducted 33 counter-terrorist 

operation, eliminating 13 warlords and 65 active members of the terrorist underworld; 

more than 240 terrorists were also arrested by Russia’s security services and 18 

emissaries of the international terrorist organization have been detained
303

, as 
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Bortnikov
304

 said. Furthermore, 250 kilograms of explosives and 50 firearms were 

seized, together with 79 homemade bombs. 

Eventually, no terrorist attacks were attempted during the Olympic and the 

Paralympic Games, which were held in Sochi during the month of February, 2014, 

without the problem of facing terrorism.  

 

 

3. How to end the terrorism. 

 

I will here examine how Ramzan Kadyrov managed to reduce violence in Chechnya, 

even if the country is still facing some terrorist issues, as pointed out in the second 

section on this chapter. Chechen rebels are even now connected to the terrorist world 

because Chechnya is part of the Caucasus Emirate; but nowadays there are less 

domestic terrorist problems (related to the mountaineers’ fight against the pro-Russia 

government within the republic) compared to the period in which Ramzan Kadyrov was 

not ruling.  

 

At the beginning of the 2000s, Russian troops were leading the začistki (military 

searches), operations which could last days and which “si concludevano 

sistematicamente con decine di morti e di scomparsi, perlopiù colpevoli soltanto di 

essere giovani e maschi, nonché con stupri e saccheggi”
305

. Through these searches, 

authorities were trying to find those who were connected to the resistance in the 

mountains. 

When Akhmad Kadyrov started ruling the country, he managed to have informers 

within the rebels: it is part of the cooptation policy. From that moment on, the začistki 

became začistki adresnje, which means “focused search”, as soldiers knew who and 

where the rebels were. “Essere più selettivi non significava agire secondo la legge. I 

metodi erano rimasti gli stessi. Sequestri, torture, prigioni segrete, punizioni extra-

giudiziali”
306

. Ramzan Kadyrov, as the head of his father’s personal militia, was leading 
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these searches
307

 with his men, the kadyrovcy
308

. The strategy used to end terrorism is 

part of policy of terror and cooptation explained in the previous chapter. 

 

According to Memorial, “nel 2007, con l’arrivo al potere di Ramzan Kadyrov, il 

numero dei casi di tortura e di sparizione [connected to the illegal military searches] è 

bruscamente diminuito”
309

. Memorial, the only organization collecting data about 

murders and missing people every year, does not receive all the information about every 

case, as people have to report them and usually they do not, because they are afraid of 

consequences. Despite of this, Memorial associates said that “Ramzan stava instaurando 

pratiche di punizione collettiva [...]: incendiare la casa alle famiglie dei giovani che 

andavano nella foresta, cioè entravano nella resistenza islamica armata”
310

. This form of 

punishment was part of Kadyrov’s plan to stop the insurgency and the rebel’s 

recruitment. 

In 2006, Umar Israilov, former bodyguard and official under Kadyrov
311

, accused to 

the European Court of Human Rights that Ramzan Kadyrov used to participate in 

“abductions, torture and murder as part of a Kremlin-backed counterinsurgency effort 

against separatist”
312

. 

Starting from the end of 2003, after the začisti, detained kidnapped people were held 

in the military base of Khakala. Khakala was not the only “illegal prison”
313

: one of the 

most renown base is the one in Tsenteroj, the home-village of the Kadyrov family. “The 

evidence of the witnesses specifies that the kidnappers were the kadyrovcy”
314

. In 

Grozny there is also the Bureau N. 2 for Operative Investigation (ORB-2), “a temporary 

isolator, [...] detention facility for suspects [...] to obtain by force the evidence needed 
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by the investigators”
315

. ORB-2 was led by Russian government, not directly by the 

Chechen one. 

It was Ramzan Kadyrov himself who had denounced ORB-2 to the Commissioner 

for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, after media found out the illegal detention 

system, saying he could not do much to fix the situation, as he was only prime minister 

at the time (January 2007): as president, “il regime personale instaurato nella 

Repubblica cecena da Kadyrov consentiva al suo detentore di utilizzare  a piacimento o 

annullare il meccanismo delle sparizioni violente di persone”
316

. Thus international 

organizations seemed to be allied with Kadyrov while asking to put down ORB-2. 

Israilov was illegaly detained in Tsenteroj, where he was tortured with electric 

shocks, beaten up and abused. After he decided to leave the country, his family was also 

detained in an attempt to convince Israilov to return to Chechnya
317

.  

After the imprisonment, as it happened with Israilov, detained people were either 

recruited by Kadyrov’s militia by the use of force (one of Kadyrov’s aim was to 

“convincerli a passare dalla propria parte per poi usarli nelle operazioni 

antiterroristiche”
318

), or they went mysteriously missing
319

.  

If they accepted to change sides, they could “recycle themselves into legal criminal 

and continue their racketeering and criminal operations under the support of the state 

and the Russian Federation”
320

. 

 

Lately, in 2008, Ramzan Kadyrov started asking help to the families of the rebels 

broadcasting on the television: he warned them that, being relatives with the evil
321

, 
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they would pay the consequences if the rebels would return home. Sometimes relatives 

were able to convince the rebels to return home; then rebels were either beaten or 

reprimanded in public: “trattandoli non come terroristi, ma come ragazzini che hanno 

fatto una cavolata, probabilmente Kadyrov evita non poche recidive”
322

. 

The rebels who wanted to leave the mountains had to reveal names or positions of 

the other rebels, maybe under torture – as confirmed by Umar Israilov. If, on the other 

hand, rebels did not want to surrender, their family would suffer.  

Ramzan Kadyrov ordered the police to “carry out campaigns against the insurgents’ 

families”
323

. Starting from that moment, few homes of the rebels’ families were burned 

down (according to Memorial, 26 houses were destroyed in 2008)
324

; relatives of the 

rebels were brought to the police station and threatened. Burning of the house as threat 

continued also years after, as in the case of 2012, were Kadyrov made three homes burn 

down
325

. 

“Feeling that he had crushed the resistance, he turned on rivals in the pro-Moscow 

camp [...], but not all Chechens support him, and his uncompromising stance against 

opponents has driven many young men into the arms of opposition”
326

, especially in the 

arms of Umarov, the head of the Caucasus-wide insurrection. 

 

The form of collective punishment of Ramzan Kadyrov, which also includes the 

destruction of the properties of the rebels, has been called the “Chechen model”: rebels, 

their families and friend are targeted as part of the counter-terrorism measures. 

President Vladimir Putin, on September 27
th

, 2013, introduced amendments to the 

Civil and Criminal Codes and to the Law on Combating Terrorism. The new legislation 

is similar to the so-called Chechen model, as Chechnya was the main Caucasian 

republic facing and defeating – as claimed by Kadyrov – the terrorist issue.  
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According to the legislation, people participating in training activities with the 

purpose of acts of terror will be responsible for criminal acts; police is authorized to 

seize belongings to the terrorists and to their families, and to get evidence on the origins 

of their money and properties (in order to understand if there are connection to terrorist 

activities)
327

. 

Thanks to this new law, the “counter hostage-taking”
328

 of relatives was made legal, 

as this method, which is part of the Chechenization process, makes dozens of people 

abducted every year.  

This law legalized the illegal methods used by Kadyrov, but also reduced the 

possibilities of resolving the conflict with the terrorists, including the North Caucasus. 

Besides, the fact that Russian government does not sanction Kadyrov’s illegal actions 

dents “the credibility of a Chechnya under control of Moscow and highlight open 

tensions”
329

. 

 

As the reason why many young people join the resistance is the lack of possibilities 

of finding jobs, Khloponin though that the already mentioned State Programme for the 

North Caucasus Through 2025 will end the terrorism. Indeed, the average salary should 

be doubled by 2025; 400,000 work places should be created; and Chechnya should be a 

touristic place with new appropriate infrastructures. Within the document, Khloponin 

did not mention the episodes of violence committed by the police: “un’occasione 

mancata [...] per dare un segnale di rinnovamento più profondo”
330

. 

 

In conclusion, on the one hand the reduction of the guerrilla in Chechnya is due to 

the repression operated by Kadyrov and his policemen; while on other hand terrorism 

has been spreading all over the Caucasus region, involving mainly Ingushetia and 
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Dagestan, two Chechnya’s neighbour Countries. Indeed, the Chechenization process 

managed to “spostare il conflitto ceceno ai margini delle preoccupazioni dei russi”
331

. 

In order to pacify the all region, the CE, “pare che Ramzan Kadyrov [...] abbia 

intenzione di replicare nelle alter repubbliche caucasiche quanto già sperimentato in 

Cecenia per tenere a bada i separatisti, dove Kadyrov ha imposto una relative stabilità 

grazie a un mix di repression e di sussidi finanziari garantiti dal governo centrale”
332

. 

According to experts, Kadyrov would be waiting a chance to become leader of the 

North Caucasus as to pacify the whole area
333

. The position is currently occupied by 

Khloponin. Scholars also said that the North Caucasus cannot have a local leader; while 

other experts argued that the position is “about ties and influence between the region 

and the federal centre”
334

, and Kadyrov has a strong support from President Putin. 

 

Ramzan Kadyrov has managed to drive the Islamist insurgency into neighbouring 

republics and dissuadate other Chechens from joining them
335

. Even though his 

kadyrovcy are impunited, and did violate human rights, without respecting human 

security, there is no doubt that Kadyrov has transformed his dangerous country in a 

“relative stable and secure society”
336

, with only low-level conflicts. 
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Human rights 

 

 

1. Memorial and human rights activists’ situation of hostility in Russia. 

 

Memorial is an organization arisen during the perestrojka
337

 with the aim of the 

“awakening and the preservation of the societal memory of the severe political 

persecution in the recent past of the Soviet Union”
338

. Nowadays, the association has 

offices both in Russia and in the former USSR Countries. It informs and collects 

material about human rights condition in the former Soviet Union. 

This organization has been working in Chechnya since the ‘90s and is the most 

important human rights group in the region: it collected information, it denounced 

violations of laws and human rights and helped hundreds of victims in the region. 

Right after Natalia Estemirova was killed
339

 (July 2009), her colleagues of Memorial 

suspended their work in Chechnya and closed the office in Grozny
340

, because Chechen 

authorities “continued to intimidate and persecute human rights defenders, [...] several 

were forced to leave Russia due to threats to their lives”
341

. Journalists and human rights 

activists did not feel safe and protected in this region. 

In November 2009, Russian human rights organizations asked Memorial to go back 

to Chechnya to continue its work: disappearances, tortures and executions were 

continuing, houses of alleged fighters’ families were being burnt down, and authorities 

were not punishing anyone
342

. Memorial continued publishing annual reports about 
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human rights in Russia and other regions – Chechnya included, but did not re-open its 

office in Grozny. Memorial, indeed, operated from an office in Nazran, Ingushetia
343

. 

Only a few weeks after the murder of Natalia Estemirova, on August 11
th

, Zarema 

Sadulayeva and Alik Dzhabrailov, two activists of a local Chechen charity which 

provided assistance to disabled children and orphans
344

, were found dead in the trunk of 

their car
345

. Witnesses said they had been led away by members of security services: 

“independent activists are not tolerated in contemporary Chechnya”
346

, as this and 

Estimirova’s case can confirm.  

Zarema had organized a silent procession in memory of Estemirova in Grozny; while 

her husband was probably arrested because he knew the identity of a rebel, and refused 

to reveal the information he had about him
347

. Employees of Memorial visited the 

Russian Federation Investigation Department of the Investigation Committee of 

Chechnya in Grozny and they learnt that it took two years to identify the suspect, who 

had been killed in February 2010 and was a member of the police
348

. 

These cases and the absence of proper investigations testify how Russian authorities 

are failing in respecting and safeguarding the work of human rights defenders. This 

continuing failure is “in breach of their international obligations”
349

, as we will see 

along this chapter. 

 

In December 2009, Oleg Orlov, Sergei Kovalev and Lyudmila Alexeyeva – three 

representatives of the Russian civil rights defence organization Memorial – were 
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awarded with the European Parliament’s 2009 Sakharov
350

 Price for Freedom of 

Thought
351

, as a sign of their effort in promoting “the truth about the political repression 

of the Soviet Union and [in fighting] against current human rights”
352

. The price is 

given each year to whom who distinguished himself in the struggle for human rights. 

 

In 2013, Memorial offices “were searched by the Public Prosecutor’s office [but] 

Memorial resisted the coercion to register as a foreign agent”
353

. Indeed, on November 

21
st
, 2012, Russian State Duma had “easily”

354
 approved a bill which requires any NGO 

financed by foreign funds to register as a “foreign agent [due to its] political activity”
355

. 

Putin’s opponents said it is a way to silence the organizations which are trying to 

undercut his international credibility. President Putin responded that he has the duty of 

controlling people who conduct political activities within Russia and receive money 

from other countries: Russian people have the right to know which kind of 

organizations are working on their territory and who does sponsor their activity
356

. 

As Memorial “challenged the prosecutor’s notice of violations”
357

 regarding the 2012 

law, Memorial was listed in the “black list of NGOs”
358

. Being considered foreign 
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agents means that NGOs have to be careful when publishing documents; every 

statement must be followed by a note saying that the speaker is representing a foreign 

agent; NGOs have to give a report twice a year about their activities and four times a 

year about their finances and foreign funds; once a year they are audited by the 

government
359

. 

 

Despite the threats after Estemirova’s death, Memorial continued its work in 

Chechnya, even though its work had been temporarily suspended in December 2009
360

. 

Oleg Orlov headed the Hot Spot Programme, which consisted of three agendas: 

Information and Analytical Centre on the North Caucasus matter; Struggle against 

criminal cases falsification in the North Caucasus; and Database creation on the persons 

abducted in the conflict zone of the North Caucasus.  

The first programme monitors and analyzes data on the human rights situation in the 

region; the second deals with falsifications of violent actions against authorities, which 

are enlisted as terrorist acts, as confessions of terrorist actions are extorted by torture; 

the latter programme gives information about detained or missing people in Chechnya, 

Dagestan and Ingushetia
361

 (even though most cases were reported in Chechnya).  

The programme Human Rights Protection Through International Mechanisms, on the 

other hand, is aimed at giving legal consulting to Chechen victims who want to appeal 

to the European Court of Human Rights. 

By 2010, Memorial had not been able to restore its representation in Chechnya: other 

journalists were forced to leave, and authorities had “been purposefully creating an 

atmosphere of hostility around Memorial’s work”
362

. Indeed, Memorial had to start 

cooperating with the Joint Mobile Groups
363

 of different human rights organizations, 
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while trying to establish its authorities in other North Caucasus republics, such as 

Dagestan and Kabardino-Balkaria. 

Still in 2011, Orlov warned about the particularly difficult situation for human rights 

organizations in working in Chechnya. Because of the “totalitarian regime”
364

, “human 

rights conditions in the republic are serious and systematic, but it is extremely difficult 

to obtain information [...] due to the fact that people are afraid. [...] The work of 

independent structures, not only NGOs, but also, for example, jury members, is made 

practically impossible”
365

. 

In the summer of 2012, as reported by Memorial, a group of women accompanied by 

activist lawyers (“Данная группа [Сводная мобильная группа
366

] была 

сформирована с целью получения достоверной и проверенной информации о 

нарушениях прав человека в ЧР”
367

) manifested in Grozny against enforced 

disappearances. In the meanwhile, President Kadyrov accused the Joint Mobile Group 

of destabilizing the situation in his republic
368

.   

The Joint Mobile Group, on the other hand, denounces that “the investigative 

authorities are actually deprived of the possibility to investigate cases”
369

 and these 

ineffective investigations cause Russia’s “disgrace in the international arena and is one 

of the most serious violations of the commonly recognised provisions and principles of 
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law”
370

. As a consequence, federal authorities cannot make Chechnya observe the 

Constitution and the federal laws. 

 

 

2. The European Court of Human Rights and the UN Committee against 

Torture. 

 

Despite the fact that human rights organizations are (and always have been) 

obstructed by Chechen authorities and by President Kadyrov himself – especially after 

the Chechenization process, which gave him the authority to start a terror policy – in the 

period following 2008, the searches have become specific and thus involved only a 

minority. As the war ended, there were not anymore problems concerning war crimes 

and refugees; but human rights abuses, use of force, torture and illegal detention still 

continued, being perpetrated by Chechen security forces, who were not punished. 

As Russia had ratified the European Convention, Chechen victims had the 

opportunity to appeal to Strasbourg Court since the beginning of 2000 – before there 

were no courts in Chechnya
371

. 

One of Memorial supervisors, Aleksandr Čerkasov, said that, since the reconstruction 

of Chechnya following the Chechenization policy, “il numero di persone uccise o 

scomparse ogni diecimila abitanti sarebbe [...] proporzionalmente superiore a quello 

delle vittime delle grandi purghe staliniane”
372

. Despite this data, the overall human 

rights situation got better if compared to the years of the two wars.  

What made the situation better, indeed, is the fact that Russian Federation became 

part of the European Court of Human Rights, in February 1996 (Russia asked to be a 

member already in 1992, but the Chechen situation made the entry process longer
373

). 
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Russia has been addressed to directly by the Court and Chechen violations have become 

know thanks to the possibility of Chechen citizens to denounce abuses.  

Since that moment, the European Court have found Russia “responsible for 

violations in over 800 cases. The first judgement regarding Chechnya was handed down 

in 2005, and in over 150 cases concerning the North Caucasus (mainly the Chechen 

republic) the Court has ruled against Russia”
374

. 

The European Convention on Human Rights
375

, considering the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, specifies that “no one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment”
376

. By August 2014, 230 violations of the Convention in 

connection with Chechnya had been found, and 350 cases were pending
377

. Most cases 

concerned disappearances, illegal detention and torture, but also killings of civilians 

(during the wars’ period). 

The European Court determined that Russian security forces committed human rights 

abuses and were negligent during the investigations, and as a consequence the Court 

judgements are the only way to provide victims with justice
378

. This form of justice, 

though, is incomplete, because the European Court is not a criminal court with the 

power of prosecuting criminals. Its decision obliges Russian government to investigate 

and prosecute the perpetrators. Thus, the European Court for Human Rights has been 

doing what NGOs and human rights organization cannot do: when facing accusations 

from NGOs, for instance, Russia refused to investigate properly, whereas now “Russia 

is obligated to implement the final judgments of the court”
379

, making sure that the 

judicial system in Chechnya is available to all the victims.  

In the majority of cases documented by the European Court, kadyrovcy were the ones 

detaining and torturing people in order to get information or confessions about alleged 
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rebels; in other cases tortures were connected to the ORB-2
380

. Abuses are still 

perpetrated in Chechnya because “Russian government has continuously failed to 

investigate and prosecute crimes committed by state agents”
381

. 

One of the latest European Court decisions has determined the Russian government 

has to pay 1.2 million euro to 13 Chechens, whose relatives were murdered in 2000 

during a bombardment. This case the first in which Russia acknowledged a violation of 

the European Convention on Human Rights
382

.  

Victory of cases at the European Court is a mixed experience
383

 for relatives of 

victims: they receive financial compensation from the Russian government, but they 

have to keep fighting to receive full justice, as often they have no knowledge of who is 

the killer – who thus is not punished – or they do not know for sure what happened to 

the disappeared ones.  

According to Amnesty International, in 2007, Russia made progress following the 

Convention against Torture of the United Nations Committee against Torture, but “the 

practice of torture and other ill-treatment remains widespread”
384

.  

Among the positive aspects, Russian legislation contains procedural and practical 

safeguards against torture (even though law enforcement agencies can easily circumvent 

these mechanisms); the functions of criminal prosecution and investigation are 

distinguished; special departments were created to investigate whether the crime is 

committed by police or other law enforcement officials. This initiative “could lead to 

real progress in combating impunity for human rights violations, [...] however, the 

effectiveness still remains to be seen”. 

Furthermore, the Russian Code of Criminal Procedures now limits the detention 

period of suspects to 48 hours; the detained persons must be informed of their 

procedural rights and of the reason of detention (their families must also be informed). 
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At the time of the custody, the detained must be physically examined and his condition 

must be described in a register. 

Despite these improvements, Amnesty International received information about cases 

of people being detained, and tortured, in the North Caucasus, cases which are 

connected to combating armed groups
385

. The lack of improvements in lowering the 

torture cases is due to a technical problem in the Russian legislation. 

The European Court, awarding compensations to Chechen families (and also of other 

regions of the North Caucasus) “has been seen as a lifeline”
386

 for those whose relatives 

disappeared or died after torture. 

 

Russian law prohibits the use of torture, but the definition of torture in the 

Constitution, in the Criminal Code and the Federal Law on Police is “inconsistent with 

article 1 of the Convention”
387

. The Convention defines torture as “any act by which 

sever pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person 

for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession, 

punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having 

committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on 

discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the 

instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person 

action in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, 

inherent or incidental to lawful sanctions”
388

. 

Article 21 of the Russian Constitution says that “nobody should be subjected to 

torture, violence, or other severe or humiliating treatment or punishment”
389

. The 

Criminal Code defines torture as “the infliction of physical or mental suffering by 
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means of systematic beating or by any other violent actions”
390

. Article 5.2 of the new 

Federal Law on Police (signed in February 2011), says that “ Деятельность полиции, 

ограничивающая права и свободы граждан, немедленно прекращается, если 

достигнута законная цель или выяснилось, что эта цель не может или не должна 

достигаться путем ограничения прав и свобод граждан”
391

. 

None of the three definitions above contains any reference to the role that a public 

official can play in the act of torture. In 2009, the Committee was concerned about 

human rights abuses inflicted with the consent or with the acquiescence of public 

officials in Chechnya
392

. 

As this is one of the biggest limits that do not allow the persecution of criminals, the 

Committee against Torture listed the implementations Russia has to do by 2016, 

concerning the Convention. Russian Federation has to provide information about how 

its definition of torture has brought into full compliance with article 1 of the Convention 

and if any police personnel has been prosecuted under article 117; Russia also has to 

inform about how it is planning to avoid torture and which measures have been taken to 

protect the detained person (access to lawyer, contact family member, being informed of 

accusations and have medical examination)
393

. 

Regarding more into details the Chechen situation, Russia has to “provide data on the 

number of official subjected to disciplinary measures for not adequately investigating 

complaints of torture or ill-treatment or refusing to cooperate in any such investigation. 

[...] Provide information about the number of Chechen law enforcement or MVD
394
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officials prosecuted for acts in violation of the Convention, the number found guilty, 

and the punishment or discipline that followed”
395

. 

 

In addition to the complaints made by the European Court, the UN and the NGOs, 

Russia received even more critics after a Russian lawyer – Sergei Magnitsky – who 

worked for an American society was imprisoned in Russia and died during custody, 

allegedly for torture
396

.  

The Office of Foreign Assets Control added under the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law 

Accountability Act of 2012 a list of people
397

 who are not anymore allowed to travel in 

the United States, due to the fact that they were connected to his death. Even though 

these sanctions remind of the Cold War disputes (Moscow replied to the US shutting 

down adoptions of Russian orphans)
398

, two Chechens were enlisted: Kazbek Dukuzov 

and Letscha Bogatirov, two police officers linked to human rights abuses
399

.Dukuzov is 

linked to the murder of an American journalist in 2004 and to the murder of Chechnya’s 

former Deputy Prime Minister Sergunin
400

. Bogatirov is believed to be the killer of 

Israilov
401

. 

According to the US government, this case is “illustrative of the negative aspects of 

official corruption on the rights of an individual citizen, appears to be emblematic of a 

broader patter of disregard of the numerous domestic and international human rights 

commitments of the Russian Federation and impunity for those who violate basic 
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human rights and freedom”
402

. Indeed, Russia should support its people and “advance 

democracy, human rights and the rule of law”
403

, because it voluntarily committed  to 

the UN and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment.  

 

In reality, Estemirova, Politkovskaya, Israilov’s deaths and many others, according 

to human rights activits – who are clearly hostile to Moscow and not neutral –, show 

“the grave danger of exposing the wrongdoing of officials of the Government of the 

Russian Federation, including Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov, or of seeking to 

obtain, exercise, defend, or promote internationally recognized human rights and 

freedoms”
404

. 

 

 

3. Human rights violations connected to Islam and other examples. 

 

Spokesman of the European Court of Human Rights, Dick Martin, said that the 

concept of human rights is not included in nowadays Chechnya: people are terrified and 

live constantly fearing theirs and their families’ lives
405

. 

Fear is a valuable element to keep the order in Chechnya, according to Kadyrov’s 

strategy, but Memorial and human rights activists know that it is not possible to 

reconstruct a country over deaths and torture. 

Not only human rights activists are concerned with the disappearance of alleged 

rebels or acquaintances of rebels. As a consequence of the Islamization process, women 

have been forced to wear veils and have been marginalized by the society.  

Nowadays religion is at the centre of the social and political life of the republic, but 

at the same time it is a destabilizing factor: it creates social and psychological pressure 
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on citizens, as the government uses Islam to create a real society and bond among the 

Chechens.
406

   

2014 Ramadan, as an example to testimony how authorities use the official religion, 

has become “un omaggio al presidente Ramzan Kadyrov. [...] I riti prescelti sono stati 

celebrati nella moschea centrale di Grozny denominata Cuore della Cecenia”
407

. 

Anyway, in Chechnya there is no religious freedom and women feel constantly 

threatened if they are not dressed up as Kadyrov and his men want. There are have cases 

of women who were shot with paintball guns and who only after found out the 

following message on the streets of Grozny: “Care Sorelle! Vogliamo ricordarvi che, in 

conformità alle regole e alle usanze islamiche, ogni donna cecena è obbligata a portare 

il velo. Non vi disgusta sentire gli indecenti complimenti e le proposte che vi vengono 

rivolte perché vestite in modo così provocatorio e non vi coprite il capo? Pensateci! 

Oggi vi abbiamo spruzzato di vernice, ma questo è solo un avvertimento! Non 

costringeteci a ricorrere a misure più pervasive!”
408

.  

President Kadyrov said to media that he agreed with the action of these men – 

allegedly his kadyrovcy
409

 – and insisted that women have to be modest, decent and 

pure in order not to make their family or the society embarrassed by their behavior. 

Some women thus may feel this imposition as “humiliating”
410

. 

In addition to this, if a woman is attacked, the men of her family have to react and 

seek for revenge, leading to a feud – Chechnya “has been bred on the blood, […], blood 

feud still holds sway”
411

. Chechen society is still traditional and connected to old 

customs
412

. Because of this, women tend to protect their families also by avoiding 

public judgments, thus wearing the veil, and leaving home short skirts or dresses. 
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Only in October 2010, Chechnya introduced a law which banned the “bride 

kidnapping”
413

, an illegal practice (for both the Quran and the Russian law) which 

became more popular in recent years, introducing a fine of a million roubles (about 

200.000 euro). According to a BBC documentary, one out of five Chechen women have 

being kidnapped and then “forced to marry their kidnappers to preserve the family 

honor and avoid triggering a blood feud”
414

. 

The honor killings are still spread in the region, and Kadyrov incourages men that 

“women should be treated as a man’s property
415

”. Several activists reported that there 

were cases of women being murdered because they had been seen holding hands with a 

man, or even because or rumors
416

. 

Different human rights organizations also believe that thousands of women in the 

North Caucasus, where Islam is the main religion, are forced to get married against their 

will
417

 – nevertheless, the tradition of bride kidnapping was outlawed already on the 19
th

 

century. 

Despite this, “in Chechen tradition it’s a woman husband, her father, or her brother – 

not the government – who can tell her what and what not to do”
418

. However, Ramzan 

Kadyrov decided that he and his men can dictate their new moral. 

 

I will now enlist few cases of human rights violations in Chechnya, to show which 

cases the humanitarian association were involved in and why people were deprived of 

their basic rights. 

In 2009, Human Rights Watch documented 15 cases in which “house belonging to 

families of alleged insurgents have been deliberately targeted and burned, apparently by 

Chechen law-enforcement personnel”
419

. While authorities did not find anyone 

responsible, Ramzan Kadyrov said that insurgents’ relatives must expect to be 
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punished: they can avoid the punishment only if they make the rebels surrender. This 

way, Kadyrov allowed and encouraged lawless punitive actions. 

Other houses were burnt also in 2012. Owners were warned to leave their homes but 

did not have the time to collect their belongings
420

.  

According to official versions, Kadyrov never explicitly ordered these actions. He 

probably felt “very frustrated with young men joining rebels and made some comments 

about family responsibility. […] Then, some people in the law enforcement agencies 

misinterpreted and misused his words to promote their own objectives”
421

. Kadyrov has 

no responsibility. 

 

In October 2009, Sayd-Salekh Ibragimov, a 19-year old boy, was conducted to a 

police station and never came back. The European Court said that his presumed death 

violated the right to life, the prohibition of torture and of inhuman or degrading 

treatment and the rights to liberty and security
422

. His uncle was told by officers that 

threatened to kill the young boy “in blood revenge in connection with the death of their 

comrade in a combat operation” which took place in his village. 

Also Abdul-Yazit Denilbekovich Askhabov disappeared after being abducted by 

unidentified people. His family had to call lawyers of the Joint Mobile Group because 

police officers were not conducting any research. 

In December 2009, the mother of Apti Ramazanovich Zainalov denounced that her 

son had been wounded during his arrest and had disappeared from the hospital. Joint 

Mobile Group lawyers found out that the investigator had hidden a bullet from the scene 

of arrest and that the hospital staff did not report his presence in the hospital register, 

because he accompanied by police officers. 

During the same month, Islam Irisbayevich Umarpashayev was abducted from 

Grozny by unidentified armed people. He was found guilty after having “posted a 
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comment online accusing the police of cruel treatment of Chechen residents”
423

. After 

he was released due to international pressure, he said he had been detained in a base of 

the Chechen Special Police Task Force (OMON)
424

. The investigator said he could not 

go to that place because officers denied him the authorization. 

In March 2010, Joint Mobile Group found out that three Chechen men had been 

forced to confess a crime (specifically a bombing) that they had not committed
425

. 

The cases above are all noteworthy because the involvement of Joint Mobile Group 

lawyers denote the “passivity of the Chechen investigative authorities”
426

, and the fact 

that authorities cannot ensure the observance of the Constitution. 

Together with Joint Mobile Group, Memorial declared the association would 

continue to push for effective investigations of the crimes
427

. 

 

In 2013, Memorial reported  that one person went missing after being abducted by 

security forces which act under Kadyrov’s control
428

. Memorial knew about only one 

victim, as people usually refuse to denounce authorities, leaving abuses unpunished. 

The following year, on March 3
rd

, kadyrovcy organized a “punishment operation”
429

 in a 

village and abducted four Chechen boys, who ended up in ORB-2. They were tortured 

and forced to confess that they had helped members of the insurrection movement. 

In October 2012, a man was beaten up by policemen after having tried to defend his 

wife and his minor son during an arrest at a check-point. After speaking to Memorial 

journalists, the man learned that those “policemen were fabricating a criminal case […] 

in order to take vengeance on him for defending” his family
430

. 
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In July 2013, a Chechen woman was abducted by the kadyrovcy, but her fate is still 

unknown. Her mother spoke with the police, but a serious criminal investigation started 

late. According to the woman, the abduction may be related to fact that one of their 

relatives was a member of the Zapad battalion, dismantled in 2008
431

. 

 

 

4. “No wounds of war in Chechnya”. 

 

The post-war slogan “No wounds of war in Chechnya”
432

, containing the goal of the 

reconstruction project, tries to make Chechnya appear as a peaceful country where 

people can conduct a normal life without fearing for the war. In 2009, with the end of 

the “counter-terrorist operations”, Kadyrov claimed terrorism had been defeated and 

only few rebels were still in Chechnya – according to the Chechen president, they were 

only 70, according to the Russian Government they were 480
433

.  

It would have been up to Kadyrov, since the operations ended, to neutralize the last 

fighters. Indeed, the rebels had “effettivamente perso il sostegno popolare che avevano 

qualche anno fa, e nella situazione attuale Kadyrov ed i suoi uomini, per quanto 

utilizzino mezzi quantomeno discutibili, sono in grado di contrastare le formazioni 

ribelli attive nella regione in maniera più efficace rispetto alle forze federali”
434

. 

Furthermore, the presence on the Chechen territory of federal forces was not pleasant to 

the local population, who would sustain more the rebels than Russian troops. 

What emerges from these reports is that the human rights condition in Chechnya got 

relatively better since 2008. Chechens had been deprived of their basic human rights
435

 

during the period of the two wars – many were killed by bombings as civilians, others 

                                                 
431

 See: Memorial, “Young woman abducted in Grozny”, July 30
th

, 2013, 

(http://www.memo.ru/d/167194.html). 
432

 Agnese Riva, “Cecenia: la guerra, il male, la memoria”, Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso, January 

25
th
, 2013, (http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/aree/Cecenia/Cecenia-la-guerra-il-male-la-memoria-128931). 

433
 Giorgio Comai, “Fine della guerra in Cecenia”, Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso, April 7

th
, 2009, 

(http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/aree/Russia/Fine-della-guerra-in-Cecenia-45298). 
434

 Ibidem. 
435

 See: Ludovica Poli, “Le violazioni dei diritti fondamentali in Cecenia al vaglio della Corte Europea 

dei Diritti dell’Uomo” (2008). 



88 

 

had to escape and became refugees in neighbour countries
436

, the war destroyed houses 

and buildings, there was no water or electricity. Many cases of tortures, kidnapping or 

raping were registered, and they did not involve only Chechen fighters, but also 

civilians and innocent people. 

Since Ramzan Kadyrov became president, people whose human rights are not 

respected are those involved in the resistance movement, that is now connected to the 

virtual Caucasus Emirate, and not anymore only within the domestic Chechen fight. 

Russian Federation, despite the warnings received by the United Nations and by the 

European Court of Human Rights, do not stop Kadyrov’s unlawful actions concerning 

torture and illegal detentions, because it was President Putin himself who gave Kadyrov 

the power to act in order to keep the republic safe. 

Although armed conflicts ended, “cases of illegal detention and abuse of human 

rights are still frequent. [...] Chechnya is full of traumatised people who have suffered 

torture but are wary of seeking assistance”.
437

 

The Chechenization process was aimed at destroying the terrorist factions, thus 

Kadyrov is authorized to find by any means the terrorists. This involves the detention 

and torture of people allegedly familiar with the terrorists, but these acts are legitimated 

by Putin’s Chechenization policy. As Russian Federation refuses, until now, to improve 

its legislation as suggested by the UN, the European Union and ONGs, Kadyrov will 

continue to act as he is authorized. 

Alaudinov, Chechnya’s deputy Interior Minister, uses illegal methods (killings and 

planting of false evidence) “in an effort to remove Islamic fundamentalists”
438

, as “he 

had been granted limitless power by Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov”
439

. 

In conclusion, it is not difficult to notice how Chechen authorities violate Russian 

law: “Kadyrov runs Chechnya as a state within a state and Russian law is not applicable 

to Chechnya”
440

, said a researcher for Human Rights Watch. Even though Chechnya is 
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only a region of the Russian Federation, collective responsibility and punishment are 

widespread – “Kadyrov is not even encouraging, but rather, ordering personally”
441

. 

The “Stalin-era principles of collective guilt and collective justice”
442

 are currently 

working, as critics (human rights activists) of Putin say. In November 2013, Putin 

signed a new legislation that requires relatives or acquaintances – a term that in 

Chechnya may refer to a whole clan – of  terrorists to pay for the damages of the 

terrorist acts. This policy is related to the hardening line in the North Caucasus, which 

anticipated the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi. 

There is only one person
443

 nowadays with the power of choosing who to torture, 

who to imprison: Ramzan Kadyrov. In other words, violence has become selective, as 

Kadyrov’s militia is targeting rebels and their families
444

 (during the two wars, also 

innocent civilians were targeted or searched, or victims of abuses, even if not connected 

to rebels’ activity). On the other hand, Kadyrov accused Memorial of focusing on the 

negative elements and not on the positive ones, as the development and the 

reconstruction
445

.  

Having seen those human rights cases and investigations, it seems eventually that the 

prosecutor’s office and the investigative committee – subdivisions of the internal 

affairs’ institutions – are not included in the sphere of application of the Russian law 

and are not subject to control by the state. This kind of situation, where “requirements 

and instructions of high-ranking investigators and prosecutors are ignored by police 

officers is merely inconceivable in any law-governed and democratic state”
446

. 

We could thus say that “Moscow has produced something of a monster in the North 

Caucasus mountains”
447

. 
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Ramzan Kadyrov and the future of Chechnya 

 

 

1. Ramzan Kadyrov and the cult of personality. 

 

Speaking of Chechnya and its present or future prospective, it is compulsory to 

explain who Ramzan Kadyrov is and how he holds the power in his republic. The  

personality cult of him, of his father Akhmad Kadyrov and of Vladimir Putin,  

accompanied by propaganda, are distinctive marks of his power and also clarify how he 

behaves and balances his Chechnya with President Putin. 

Ramzan Kadyrov was born in Tsenteroj on October 5
th

, 1976. In 1996, he became 

the responsible of the bodyguard’s team of his father, Akhmad Kadyrov, the head mufti 

of Chechnya. During the first Chechen war, he and his family had fought for his country 

independence leading a “unit of rebel fighters”
448

. During the second war, instead, his 

clan switched side: in June 2000 Putin named Akhmad Kadyrov head of the Chechen 

administration. From that moment, Ramzan led the presidential security service, “a 

1,500-strong paramilitary force that was accused of sowing fear throughout the republic 

and guaranteeing the president’s grip on power”
449

 – the so-called kadyrovcy.  

Just hours after his father was killed by a bomb
450

, in 2004, Ramzan Kadyrov was 

seen on Russian televisions speaking with President Putin. These scenes were 

“interpreted as a vote of confidence in the young Chechen”
451

 by the Russian 

administration. 

Despite this fact, Alu Alkhanov became the new Chechen president: the minimum 

age requested to become president in Chechnya is 30, and Kadyrov was 27 years old 

when his father died. In 2005, during Alkhanov’s first year of presidency, Chechen 

Prime Minister Sergei Abramov was injured in a car accident and was operated on 

kidney and lung.  
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At the beginning, “the [Sergei Abramov’s] crash […] raised concerns about a 

possible assassination attempt, but Chechen officials later insisted it was an 

accident”
452

, as confirmed by Alkhanov. Even though his life was not in danger at the 

time of the recovery in the hospital, Abramov needed several weeks to fully recover and 

he resigned from his post. His predecessor, Anatoly Popov, claimed he was 

“poisoned”
453

 and could not accept the offer to take Abramov’s position. As a 

consequence, in March 2006, Ramzan became prime minister
454

. 

Kadyrov immediately started working on his image as a strong leader, in order “to 

convince the world that the 29-year-old son of Akhmad Kadyrov […] is in full control 

of the region”
455

. His Islamization process was part of this image-construction and 

managed to make him more popular among Chechens.  

As premier, he criticized local media for broadcasting immoral programs, 

implemented censorship, made Quran and sharia law lessons compulsory at school and 

forced women to wear veils. Eventually, he encouraged children to memorize the Quran 

and thus become huffaz, as a way to stop enemies brainwash Muslim people and 

convince them to fight in some holy wars, which he considers only struggles for 

power
456

. 

He even promised he would improve Chechnya’s situation and fight corruption 

(within three months from his appointment as prime minister) and criticized those 

Chechens who had families in other Russian regions and not in Chechnya: he 

commented that either they brought families back to Chechnya, either they had to leave 

their jobs
457

.  
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He decided to establish a moral discipline which would accompany traditional 

Chechen values
458

 not only to be perceived as an adequate leader, but also in an attempt 

not to be seen as the most feared and hated man in Chechnya. 

He “advocated polygamy, banned gambling and clamped down on the sale of 

alcohol”
459

 (without causing any protest). He also claimed he was looking for a second 

wife, as sharia allows him
460

, and even issued “an order for women’s mobile phones to 

be monitored to ensure that wives are not in contact with ex-boyfriends”
461

. 

Ramzan Kadyrov wants to be perceived as a good and devoted Muslim who 

introduced elements of sharia in his regime, especially after a short movie on the 

internet showing him in a sauna with two prostitutes became viral – Kadyrov replied the 

video was a provocation (he is married with children) and the man was someone who 

resembled him, but was not him
462

.  

Already from 2004, it was known that “he covets the presidency of Chechnya”
463

. At 

the age of 30 – the minimum age requested to be president –, Ramzan Kadyrov was a 

feared man, close ally of Vladimir Putin and the “object of a  Stalin-style personality 

cult”
464

.  

In his office, near to Russian and Chechen flags, next to his father’s portrait, a Che 

Guevara picture stood on the main wall: Ramzan Kadyrov identifies himself with the 

Argentinean leader
465

 and his fan club
466

 reckons him with this paragon. “The subtext is 

clear: Kadyrov wants to be seen as a former freedom fighter who has swapped his 

camouflage fatigues for a suit”
467

. 
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Slogans all over Grozny say that people are proud of him, “We’re proud of you!”
468

; 

even if he may have ordered Politkovskaja’s murder and personally tortured men 

together with his kadyrovcy. TV shows of Chechen televisions show programs
469

 in 

which schoolchildren are asked to participate in nationwide essay competition with the 

title “Ramzan: A Hero of Our Time. Discuss”, followed by a program awarding the 

“Person of the year”.  

During the rare interviews he gives, journalists can ask him only questions that have 

been previously accorded. Throughout an interview, he said that “personality cults are 

an insult to Islam. […] It’s non-friends who spread such speculation. I am a son of the 

Chechen people. I am no different from anyone else”
470

. 

He has got a lion and a rare tiger; he is friend of Mike Tyson – they were seen 

together in Gudermes during the second All-Russian Boxing Tournament in honor of 

Akhmad Kadyrov
471

 – and usually hands banknotes of 1,000 roubles (20 euro) to his 

subjects. Furthermore, he is president of the Ramzan boxing club
472

 and of the local 

soccer team.  

In 2005, Ramzan had already two degrees, a PhD in economics and had the professor 

status. Kadyrov told Anna Politkovskaja that he graduated from a branch of one of 

Moscow’s universities, but did not say in which subject
473

. He even graduated from 

Makhachkala University (Dagestan university) in economics and law
474

. 

 

On April 5
th

, 2007, Ramzan Kadyrov became the new Chechen president, after 

having taken a oath in front of thousands of people. When Alkhanov had taken Akhmad 

Kadyrov’s place, three years before, “sembrava evidente che Alkhanov aveva accettato 
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l’incarico ben consapevolmente di dover tenere in caldo la poltrona”
475

. As Alkhanov 

was forced to leave, Putin chose Ramzan because he helped Chechnya and could 

“proseguire l’opera di risanamento sociale ed economico”
476

.  

Article 76 of the Chechen Constitution, indeed, says that if the president of the 

republic dies or steps down, the prime minister will be devolved with his duties
477

. 

Many, on the other hand, said that Ramzan Kadyrov was not the right man for 

Chechnya: he was too authoritarian, a despot
478

.  

Baisarov, a former rebel who became one of Akhmad Kadyrov’s body guards, 

criticized Ramzan Kadyrov’s work after his father, Akhmad, died. Basairov said 

Kadyrov was like a medieval tyrant acting with total impunity, he knew also where his 

victims are buried
479

. Baisarov denounced his tortures and clan and then escaped in 

Moscow, where he was killed just after his revelations
480

. 

There are also rumors about Kadyrov’s enemies in politics
481

: after having found out 

about billionaire bank accounts of Grozny’s Major, Kadyrov dismissed major Muslim 

Khuchiyev for “violations in the distribution of land plots in the capital”
482

 and replaced 

him with one of his relatives. 

 

Kadyrov rules his country knowing that Putin gave him “carte blanche in Chechnya 

only because – and as long as – he guarantees at all costs the rebel region’s submission 
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to the central power”
483

. This is the so-called Kadyrov-system: he can continue abusing 

human rights in order to dismantle the terrorist units, but has to be loyal to Putin. 

For the same reason, Kadyrov assured Putin that, during the parliamentary elections 

in 2012, Chechen people would “honor their civic duty”
484

: United Russia, Putin’s 

political party, got 99.48% of votes in Chechnya. As a local reporter explained, 

Chechen residents are instructed on who to vote: people have no choice in this “Soviet-

style practice”
485

 but to vote President Putin, or they will attract authorities’ attention. 

The Islamization policy (which includes the bulding of the mosque inspired to the 

Instanbul one) was possible only because “in cambio dei suoi servigi, Ramzan ottenne il 

permesso di venire incontro alle richiester degli independentisti per quanto riguarda le 

concessioni all’Islam”
486

. 

Thus, Kadyrov has to “keep both his people and the Kremlin happy”
487

. 

 

Victory Prospekt, the main thoroughfare running from the Kadyrov Square, was 

renamed after Putin, on October 5
th

, 2008. This date is also Ramzan’s birthday, and it 

was an occasion to celebrate “the 420
th
 anniversary of the establishment of good-

neighborly between Russia and Chechnya”
488

. 

As reported by Kommersant, Putin could not prevent a street being named after him, 

but did not welcome this step. Indeed, during the Soviet period, but also in present 

times, there were laws which forbid to name streets after living people. Even though 

many criticized this action, it was one of Ramzan Kadyrov’s decision, which was not 

subject to agreement from Moscow
489

. 
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When the “counter-terroristic” operations ended in 2009, the battalions of the 

ministry of defence (Vostok and Zapad) were disbanded, leaving all the other forces 

under Kadyrov’ control. Medvedev, at that time Russian president, was said to have 

made a “purely populist move, [as] the Kremlin has crowned Ramzan Kadyrov to reign 

in the region and given him total freedom as the rightful and personal master of 

Chechnya. A Chechnya where one thing is already clear: his word is law”
490

. 

It has been clearly an administrative declaration: Kadyrov administration got more 

power, and federal serviced lost their control
491

. 

 

Dudaev
492

 had claimed that the 23
rd

 of February was the “official day of the 

renaissance of the Chechen people”, but also the day to mourn the deportation of 1944. 

In 2011, Ramzan Kadyrov decided to move the mourning day on the 10
th

 of May, which 

also happens to be the  anniversary of Akhmad Kadyrov’s burial: this date suddenly 

became the “day of memory and mourning”
493

, named “Day of Memory and Grief of 

the nations of the republic”. Thus, the 6
th

 and 7
th

 of May are devoted to celebrate the 

1945 victory and the 9
th

 is devoted to mourning Ramzan’s father
494

.  

On 9
th

 May, 2010, a museum dedicated to Akhmad Kadyrov and the Great Patriotic 

War was opened, “in a mix of eclectic symbols – a celebration of the life of the first 

president and a tribute to the Chechen veterans of the Great Patriotic  War”
495

. 

The link between Akhmad Kadyrov and the II World War is a new kind of rhetoric, 

considering the role that Chechens played in this war
496

. Being linked to this war, 

Akhmad Kadyrov is made a hero; Ramzan can legitimize his and his father’s regime, 

and improve the cult of personality of Akhmad
497

. 

A statue dedicated to his father was put in the centre of the city, in the Akhmad 

Kadyrov Square. All around the city, many are the references to Akhmad Kadyrov, the 
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“first President of the Chechen republic, Hero of Russia”
498

. An inscription saying 

“Eternal Glory to the heroes” is a few steps from a bas-relief dedicated to him. 

 

In March 2011, a Chechen football team led by Kadyrov himself played in Grozny’s 

stadium against an all-star team from Brazil. The match was organized “by the 

attention-hungry Kadyrov, who enjoys a flourishing personality cult in this southern 

Russian republic, and [was] an attempt to portray Chechnya as stable and safe from 

insurgent violence”
499

. The game ended 6-4 to Brazilians. 

The 280 million dollar soccer stadium was built in memory of Akhmad Kadyrov. It 

comprises two training fields, swimming pools, tennis courts, boxing and wrestling 

rings. To develop soccer culture, Kadyrov invited former captain of the Dutch national 

team to coach FC Terek Grozny team. The stadium is mainly a symbol of how Kadyrov 

is planning to lead “his war-torn republic in Russia’s North Caucasus region into the 

international limelight”
500

. 

At the inauguration, on May 11
th

, he organized a friendly match between the FC 

Terek Grozny and a team in which Maradona, Luis Figo and Franco Baresi were 

included. Authorities denied having paid the foreign players, but there is no clue on why 

they would have been in Chechnya otherwise
501

. 

 

Later on, he welcomed in Grozny a cup which had belonged to Prophet Muhammad 

– without any evidence – and drunk from it in front of all Chechen officials.  

In occasion of his 35
th

 birthday anniversary, the government, “just recovered from 

the mystical rapture caused by the prophet’s cup”
502

, organized an event, inviting music 

and movie stars. Kadyrov denied the celebration was connected to his birthday and 
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banned public celebration
503

, forbidding any event to be devoted to him
504

, but his 

birthday happens to coincide with Grozny Day, the city’s founding anniversary. 

One of the guests, American actress Hilary Swank, went to the birthday celebration 

not expecting critics from human rights associations: she did not know who is was, and 

then fired her assistants for having accepted the invitation
505

. Violinist Vanessa Mae, 

who performed, is claimed to have been paid 500,000 dollars. When asked where the 

money came from, Kadyrov said as usual that Allah gave it to them
506

. 

 

Even though Mr. Kadyrov is believed to be implicated in human rights abuses and 

torture, he loves animals and has his personal zoo. Shortly after the news that a Danish 

giraffe was going to be killed, Kadyrov used his Instagram account
507

 – a social media 

used to share pictures and video on the internet – to let his followers know that “on 

humanitarian grounds, I am ready to take Marius [the giraffe] in. We can guarantee him 

good living conditions and care for his health”
508

. 

Kadyrov is used to posting pictures of his ordinary life on the application, and has 

now quite an impressive number of follower: more than 520,000. Ramzan Kadyrov is 

using this application to show the world that he is a normal Chechen man, a good ruler 

of a normalized country, but at the same time a strong man.  
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Using as example Putin’s photographs
509

, which capture him fishing, fighting, or 

handling a gun, or with a tiger, Kadyrov did the same. The use of social media is 

coherent with his personality cult
510

, and also an “opportunity to monitor public 

opinion”
511

, as he admitted. 

Kadyrov decided to challenge one of his employees, the Culture and Sports Ministry, 

in the boxing ring. Showing pictures of the match, Kadyrov explained that the match 

was needed to explain to the minister that “he has to work with his head”
512

. He also 

added: “whether Akhmadov [the minister] will be punished in the ring or not will only 

be clear after tomorrow’s meeting”
513

. 

He posted photos of him with movie stars in Grozny, with his children, and even 

with Bekkhan Ibragimov, a Chechen involved in the murder of a Russian soccer fan in 

2010. Ibragimov was believed to be in jail
514

 at that time, as he was convicted of 

hooliganism and was responsible of the fatal knifing (he received a sentence of five 

years, but had been released on parole).  

Despite the critics related to this last picture – coming mostly from Moscow – 

Kadyrov initially threatened to close his Instagram account but, after the web sarcastic 

comments
515

, he decided to continue using it. 

 

On May 27
th

, 2013, during a press conference, Russian journalists asked Ramzan 

Kadyrov many questions about all his portraits placed on the streets and in public 

buildings, saying “Спасибо за Грозный!; Спасибо за Гудермес!; Спасибо за район!; 
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Верим и поддерживаем!”
516

. Kadyrov decided to remove all of them, because these 

portraits “were practically everywhere and produced nothing apart from anger and 

ridicule among the public”
517

. Despite this, portraits of Akhmad Kadyrov and Vladimir 

Putin stayed at their place, as the cult of personality of these two cannot be stopped. 

 

In 2009, Kadyrov had bought a talented run horse called Bankable and hired a South 

African trainer to train him in England. The horse was not his first and only runner, but 

Kadyrov decided to make him run at Royal Ascot. Human Rights Watch was worried 

that Ramzan Kadyrov could show up representing his country and accepting the trophy 

from a member of the royal family. The British Horseracing Authority responded that it 

had set limited criteria
518

 to decide who to accept in the competition: the horse owner 

must have never declared bankrupt nor have had criminal conviction. 

Kadyrov owns a stable of horses worth 2 million euro and, when asked about where 

the money comes from, he always replies that he doesn’t know, it must be Allah’s
519

. 

On the occasion of another horse race in Australia, Australian authorities said they 

would not give Ramzan Kadyrov a visa to enter their country “because of Chechen 

ruler’s brutal politics”
520

. Kadyrov was planning to send his horse compete in the 2009 

Melbourne Cup. They also added that his probable victory would be a “public relations 

disaster”, as the cup is awarded by a representative of Queen Elizabeth II.  

Furthermore, one of his groomers was standing trial in Dubai for the murder of Sulim 

Yamadayev
521

. 
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Gérard Depardieu – who became a Russian citizen in January 2013
522

 – went to 

Chechnya
523

 and said he was impressed by Kadyrov’s leadership; the Chechen president 

tried to convince him to move to Grozny and gave him the title of honorary citizen and 

an apartment in the capital
524

. Indeed, the French actor said that the quick rebuilding of 

Grozny was inspiring, and that he would like to make a movie about the reconstruction, 

as he was sure that Chechen people are happy about the new cities and lives
525

: the 

movie name was “Heart of my father”, Kadyrov wrote on Instagram.  

Kadyrov was seen and photographed in Depardieu and Elizabeth Hurley’s 

company
526

, in the occasion of the movie presentation in Chechnya. On September 4
th
, 

2014, Depardieu’s movie “Viktor” was presented in Russian theatres. The movie was 

eventually said to have highlighted “the extraordinary redevelopment of Chechnya in 

Russia’s restive North Caucasus”
527

. 

 

Chechen president became popular once again on the news when, after having 

attended an opening ceremony of a museum and a traditional wedding (during which 

Kadyrov gave the couple 1,000,000 roubles, equivalent to 20,000 euro), he realized he 

had lost his phone
528

. His guards called the organizers and got the list of names of the 

events’ participants. Eventually, more than a thousand people were gathered and 
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questioned about the mission phone. It is not known whether he did find his phone or 

not. 

In August 2014, Ramzan Kadyrov was included in the Night Wolves club, a 

motorcycle group which is also referred to as the Russian Hell’s Angels
529

: they 

combine anti-Soviet sentiment with love for rock music, bikes and Vladimir Putin. 

Putin, in 2011, had invited these bikers for a show near to the Black Sea and gave to 

their president a Medal of Honor for “activity in the patriotic education of young 

people”
530

. Of course, Kadyrov posted pictures and videos of the event on his 

Instagram. 

 

 

2. Chechnya’s future within the North Caucasus region. 

 

What emerges from this analysis, considering the Chechenization policy and its main 

effects (the defeat of the rebels, the violations of human rights being diminished and 

targeted, the economic dependence on Russia), is that Chechnya will not be able to 

change any time soon its status within the Russian Federation and become independent. 

Chechen president managed to help his country, and emerged as the “virtually 

unchallenged […] arbiter of Chechnya’s fate”
531

. Dependent on Putin’s support, 

Kadyrov has spent all his political life reconstructing Chechnya and making all the war 

scarves disappear. Cities are modern, tourism is planned to expand, Chechens’ life 

seems back to normality. 

Despite this, corruption and unemployment are already spread through all over the 

country, as corruption is widespread throughout Russian Federation. Without Russian 

federal money, nothing would have been reconstructed, and people would still be 

suffering of the war consequences: no houses, no water, no gas, no school. 

Thus, as we have seen, Kadyrov has been making the Kremlin happy (the terrorist 

threat is no longer present, thanks to violent measures taken by the kadyrovcy), and has 
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given the Chechens their religious freedom – even if with strict rules – with a sort of 

political and cultural freedom as well. He is the guarantor of peace
532

. 

Chechnya will not be able to become a separate country, even though Russians do 

not care anymore about its presence in their country. The Kremlin is not willing to let its 

regions go, as it was not in the past, and Chechnya will not be able to be alone, without 

federal money.  

 

Vladimir Putin is not going to let the North Caucasus independent: he has been 

planning a way to strengthen the Kremlin’s control over the region. When the New 

North Caucasus Federal District
533

 was created in 2010, Ramzan Kadyrov did not seem 

to be enthusiast. Kadyrov commented that Khloponin
534

 had been chosen to resolve the 

region’s issues and would focus on economic problems (the project was born with the 

aim focused on the economic problems of the region); Kadyrov hoped the district would 

help “raise living standards in the North Caucasus, but [he feared] it might deter 

potential investors”
535

. 

Khloponin, appointed as envoy to the North Caucasus Federal District by then-

President Medvedev, was dismissed from his post. Analysts had already anticipated this 

resignation, as his project of attracting investments and businesses in the region did not 

work: he had been advertized by Russian authorities “as a multi-millionaire who would 

not embezzle government funds in the North Caucasus, but steer businesses to the 

region”, however eventually he did not invest his own money nor attract investors. Even 

if Russia assured that the potential investors would receive 100 percent guarantees to 

offset the risk of armed militant opposition’s attack, foreign businesses never arrived. 

Moreover, the fact that Vladimir Putin chose Kadyrov over Khloponin, further 

diminished his authority
536

. As a consequence, all the leaders of North Caucasian 

republics continued referring directly to the Kremlin and not to Khloponin, who wanted 
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to establish himself as “a regional decision maker”
537

. Thus, his bureaucratic structure 

had little influence: he did not have any important impact of the region’s situation. 

Putin named Sergei Melikov
538

, the Minister of Interior and Lieutenant General, to 

replace him. Melikov’s career within the Ministry of Interior was spent entirely in the 

North Caucasus: “his career was built on his experience fighting the rebels in the North 

Caucasus, which made him a specialist in this field”
539

.  

Therefore, Melikov’s task may be the one of fighting armed underground opposition 

movement and this would be a signal for North Caucasus leaders that they have to 

“submit to the Russian military general”
540

 once again.  

Putin’s priority in the North Caucasus is Dagestan, not Chechnya anymore, as the 

resistance has spread the neighbor republic. Indeed, since Doku Umarov was killed, and 

considering Kadyrov’s “brutal and unscrupulous counterinsurgency policies”
541

, it is 

believed that the insurgency will “Dagestanize”
542

 and the process of shifting the 

rebellion away from Chechnya will be completed – but Chechnya will not cease to be 

“an arena for armed attacks against the state’s power”
543

. 

Kebekov
544

, Umarov’s successor, is an ideologue of the North Caucasian resistance 

and is an opponent of terrorist suicide attacks. He is associated to acts of sabotage on 

checkpoints, military bases and convoys. Dagestan is also more favorable to insurgency, 

as Kadyrov’s vertical power is not possible, Dagestani society is poly-ethnic and there 

is greater freedom speech which allows propaganda
545

.  
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Khloponin, still Vice-Premier, was appointed as supervisor of a new Ministry
546

, the 

one for Development of Northern Caucasus, which is headed by Lev Kuznetsov, former 

governor of the Krasnodar Krai. The main functions of the new Ministry are “the 

implementation of the state policy in the sphere of socio-economic development and 

coordination of the respective federal programs”
547

. 

Analysts claim that the creation of a new ministry is associated to the decision of 

separating responsibility for socio-economic development from the campaign to stamp 

out the insurgency
548

. 

The “Socio-economic development of the Chechen republic 2008-2012”
549

 is one of 

the three federal programs (with “South Russia”, which ended in 2012, and “Socio-

economic development of the republic of Ingushetia 2010-2016”) which were 

incorporated within the larger state program of “Development of the North Caucasian 

Federal District through 2025”
550

. 

Until 2011, more than 130 billion roubles was spent within these three programs’ 

framework. Most of the money came from the federal budget (110-120 billion roubles) 

and was spent on the development of infrastructures: 120 schools, 100 hospitals and 

medical centers, 50 sport facilities, road and houses were built in the North Caucasian 

Federal District
551

, as confirmed Prime Minister Medvedev
552

. 

Thanks to the Socio-economic program in Chechnya for 2008-2012, Kadyrov said 

that his government managed to commission the construction of a hospital and a clinic, 
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and 27 institutions for instruction; at the end of 2011 other hospitals and 16 schools 

were already operational
553

. 

Another goal of the Chechen program was to invest in tourist facilities. As reported 

in February 2014 by the Committee on Tourism, Chechnya was visited by 35,000 

tourists in 2013 (they were only 7,000 in 2011)
554

. They were either pilgrims, interested 

in saints’ tomb and in the Grozny mosque, either tourists who went to sightsee the 

highest lake of the region, Kezenoi-Am. The opening of a ski resort and of a spa 

complex should also make “the inflow of tourists […] grow by several orders of 

magnitude”
555

 in the next years. 

“On the whole, the results of the 2008-12 programs were evaluated positively by 

Moscow”
556

. 

For this reason, in 2012, Kadyrov asked the Kremlin to extend the Socio-economic 

development program until 2017, but this request was not accepted as it was considered 

high and because Chechnya will be helped through the Development of the North 

Caucasus Federal District to 2025. Officials eventually decided to finance Chechnya at 

the same level of the other republics
557

. 

 

The main federal program for the development, which will end in 2025, is divided 

into three stages. The first one (2013-2015) is aimed at attracting investments; the 

second one (2016-2020) wants to use the investments to modernize industries, 

agriculture and agricultural projects; the last one (2021-2025) will be clearly addressed 

when the results of the first two stages will be known and completed. 

“First of all [the program’s] success depends on whether the region will manage to 

attract investors”
558

. As we do know now, Khloponin did not succeed in bringing new 

investors to Chechnya. Indeed, even if major Russian monopolies (among which there 
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are Gazprom and Rosneft) declared their will to support some projects, the state did not 

participate in the implementation of the business projects, so this program was “not so 

interesting for external investors”
559

. 

Funds were allocated “on the basis of estimated costs for specific needs [and] on a 

project-by-project basis”
560

. Chechnya is currently the republic which is receiving less 

funds, compared to Stavropol Krai, Dagestan, North Ossetia, Kabardino-Balkaria, 

Ingushetia and Karachai-Cherkessia. Each republic has a specific budget, coming from 

both private investors and federal funds. In 2013, Chechnya received 5.2 billion roubles; 

but no budget support is foreseen for 2014-2015: its government has to attract 

investments from private sources
561

.  

The Ministry of Regional Development of the Russian Federation has decided that 

Chechen republic will face now the same treatment of the other Northern Caucasus 

republics
562

, even though it is to remember that the economic development is a priority 

for Chechnya. The plan to withdraw federal funds is possible only with certain 

conditions, like the fact that oil taxation should be transferred to the Chechen 

republic
563

: Chechnya does not receive any direct income taxes from the Open Joint 

Stock Company “Grozneftegaz”
564

.  

Not being one of the main beneficiaries of federal grants, Chechnya is facing a 

paradoxical situation: Russian government wants to “stop feeding the Caucasus”
565

 to 

please the political opposition, but on the other hand the federal government recognizes 

that the funds allocated to Chechnya have been effective over the last few years. 

Furthermore, more federal investments could help Chechen residents to have a job and 

good living standards, without the need of moving to big Russian cities
566

. 
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Russians are “in maggioranza contrari a destinare tante risorse pubbliche verso un 

enorme buco nero. [The Chechen program being shut down in 2013] è un segnale per 

ridimensionare le pretese della Cecenia”
567

. 

In conclusion, Chechnya has been using federal funds to improve its tourist sector 

and economy in general – there was also a plan called “Program of Agricultural 

Development and Regulation of Markets for Agricultural Products, Raw Material and 

Food”, which finished in 2012 – and managed to receive benefits: tourists increased, 

Grozny is a major city attracting funds and investments, but the main problems are 

unemployment and weak development in economy sectors
568

.  

Chechnya showed an effort to attract foreign investors (due to some large projects, as 

the mosque, the skyscrapers, the stadium) and Kadyrov also found some private 

investors in the Middle East
569

; but now needs to focus on its problems.  

As creating more jobs is the way to fight unemployment, Chechnya is continuously   

depended on Russian federal money in order to have investments and new projects. For 

the next future, Chechnya – even being the more and better developed country of the 

North Caucasus – is going to need Russian support and will not be able to be 

economically independent (not receiving money for its oil being a reason for this). 

Chechnya and Russia, besides, have a “dipendenza biunivoca”
570

. Indeed, even if gas 

and oil extraction in Chechnya is not very consistent, it may lead to bigger discoveries 

and project in the region
571

. 

The future of Chechnya depends now on Kadyrov’s presidency. His regime may not 

last “for long time”
572

, and this is decided by President Putin, who also is in charge of 

allocating federal funds. Putin can choose whether Kadyrov can stay in power in 

Grozny, or not, depending on his results and conditions. If something should change, 

Kadyrov’s regime may become more authoritian, thus creating tensions with the 

Kremlin and not letting Chechnya modernize anymore
573

.  
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There is also little evidence that Chechnya is moving from the current position to the 

one of liberal form of law-based government. Until that moment, Chechen ruler will 

continue building his state. 
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Conclusion 

 

 

Ramzan Kadyrov is not a democratic leader, and Chechnya is far from being 

considered a democratic country. Despite this fact, analysts are forced to admit, as 

evidences suggest, that Grozny recovered from its problems.  

The Chechenization process has worked, and it is finished. A Chechen president is 

ruling Chechnya, Russian troops are not present anymore to control the governance in 

the country, rebels have been defeated, the country is normalized: there are schools, 

hospitals, roads, the two main cities (Grozny and Gudermes) are business and touristic 

centers. 

Chechens can live according to the sharia rules: the Islamization policy allowed 

religion to play such an important role in the society, and Kadyrov himself has built and 

legitimized his image of strong leader thanks to religion, which made Muslim 

sympathize for him and not seek for more religious freedom. 

There still are violations of human rights connected to the search of rebels and to the 

fact that Kadyrov detains all the power with no limits, but the Kremlin seems to accept 

it, as the Chechenization policy was made in order to normalize the country and end the 

terrorist problem, which now belongs to Dagestan. 

Kadyrov’s peacebuilding process – which requires no violence and improvement of 

social institutions and human rights – is irregular: as we have seen, the method used to 

track and capture rebels is connected to illegal detentions, torture and kidnappings. On 

the other hand, looking at the overall results, violence has been reducted only to those 

cases related to the rebels. 

Ramzan Kadyrov is the head of the government and of his militias – which respond 

only to him – and did manage to achieve a certain degree of peace, hybrid peace. 

Chechnya is not anymore a dangerous state, but a country which is now tolerable by 

Russia, despite the level of criminality and corruption of the Caucasian republic. 

Kadyrov is popular within Chechnya, he is supported by internal consensus and by 

Putin himself. 
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Efforts must be made in the economic field, in order to create jobs and increase the 

living standards. Doing this, Chechens will not be forced to move to other republics or 

to join the rebels as they have no other choice.  

With the federal funds it was possible to rebuilt an entire country, but now Ramzan 

Kadyrov should keep looking for investments abroad, as he is doing in the Middle East. 

Tourism is already improving, however the Kremlin cannot give this republic more 

funds, as Chechnya must be treated as the other Caucasian countries and Russians are 

fed up with this monetary assistance. 

Chechnya will for sure be dependent on the central government, but there is a chance 

that Chechens may have better living standards. It all depends on the relation between 

Putin and Kadyrov, as Kadyrov is a strong leader but is legitimized by the Russian 

president. 
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