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前言- 论中非合作: 关于坦桑尼亚 

 

        这本论文的题目是中华人民共和国和非洲的合作特别是坦桑

尼亚的最近几年的发展，我之所以对这个题目感兴趣是因为我认

为没有很多人了解详细情况，所以我对此做了一些研究。 

       最近几年中非的合作越来越紧密。中国采取与西方国家完全

不同的方式帮助和对待非州国家，这样的方式基于更多的理解。 

       首先中国和非洲曾经都是殖民地国家，其次他们都是第三世

界的国家也是新兴国家，中国和非洲有相似的过往，中国的经济

在过去也并不发达，所以他们能理解国家发展真正需要什么。 

       近年来中国的经济飞速的发展，中国已经不再是第三世界国

家，但是那两国的共同经历让中国的投资者和西方国家的投资者

相比有不同的运作方式，这样的方式更能够探本溯源地解决问题。 

       我的文章的目的是说明最近几年中国和非洲国家之间特别是

六十年代坦噶尼喀和桑给巴尔独立合并的一段时间的关系是如何

发展变化的。 

       1964 年坦噶尼喀和桑给巴尔合并成坦桑尼亚联合共和国，

从那时起中国和坦桑尼亚联合共和国的关系越来越密切。中国是

最早与坦桑尼亚联合共和国建交的国家之一。早在 1965 年签署 

“中坦友好条约“，各种原因使中坦关系越来越紧密， 除了援助之
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外各项工程源源不断的被带入坦桑尼亚，中国渐渐变成了影响坦

桑尼亚最多的国家。 

        本论文主要包括四个大的板块，我分为四个章节。 

        第一章从历史的角度介绍两国的建交，中国和非洲各国早在

十四世纪郑和下西洋的时候既有往来，从 1960 年坦桑尼亚独立

以来两国正式建交。在非洲大陆的考古发掘中发现过中国的服饰

和货币，据此我们可以推测两个大陆之间贸易联系在很久远的时

候就已经开始了。 

        中国是坦桑尼亚的重要的盟友，中坦两国建立密切的政治合

作，两国之间进行了很多大的工程和项目特别是促成了多条非洲

铁路的汰旧换新的建设工作。由于这些帮助坦桑尼亚联共和国得

以快速的发展。 

        中国除了提供了无息贷款以外还给予大量物资，人力和知识

支援。 

        本论文第二章主要介绍了坦桑尼亚的主要铁路工程坦赞铁路

汰旧换新工程，这是涉及中国，坦桑尼亚和邻国的内陆国家赞比

亚的重要的中非项目之一。中国翻新并连接两国原有的两段铁路，

使两国之间的交流更方便，也连接东海岸和西海岸。如今铁路是

最经济的运输方式之一，此铁路系统的建成可以给未发展的城市

更多的机会。 
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        坦赞铁路也被称为“自由铁路“:是当时第三世界国家有史以来

最大的中国参与项目，也是非洲所有国家的第三大的项目。 

        这个项目耗资四点五亿资金，铁路全长一千八百七十公里，

连接达累斯萨拉姆和卡皮里姆波希这两座城市。坦桑尼亚的地面

情况比较复杂，尽管如此，项目仅仅历时四年半比计划提前半年

完工让人不得不佩服中国人排除万难，勇往直前的精神。 

        铁路的建成对提高当地人民的生活水平起了很重要的作用，

这个铁路提供最经济的旅行方式，也让想做小买卖的人更容易起

步。 

        第三章关于中国国家主席习近平提出的新的“一带一路“项目，

这个项目正在进行中，并且在全球范围内不断发展，一百多个国

家都对这个项目非常感兴趣并计划积极参与。 

        本章探讨坦桑尼亚经济中心也是前首都达累斯萨拉姆，与习

近平提出 21 世纪海上丝绸之路的重要联系。 

        首先简要介绍这个城市，其次着重于描述位于东非海岸通往

印度洋的达累斯萨拉姆港口，目前是坦桑尼亚的最大及最重要的

进出口港口，“巴加莫约港口“的项目完成之后将成为替代达雷斯萨

拉姆港口的最大的港口，但是此项目目前处于暂停的阶段，因为

中国投资者与坦桑尼亚总统马古富力因为某些条件没有达成一致

意见，双方正在谈判中。 
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        本论文会探讨新的一带一路现在进行中信息和预算情况并预

估是否会超支。 

        第四章也是本论文的最后一章着眼于坦桑尼亚的现状。本章

主要讨论该国当前的经济和社会发展状况，并通过不同类的图表

和图形来预测未来会如何发展。 

        2019 年 4 月 24 日是两国建交 55 周年，中坦关系友好稳定。 

        本论文所用的所有的数据均来自中立并且可信赖的来源，本

论文的所用的数据和信息来自文件、书籍、网络的文章和国际统

计数据，信息只关注事实本身并不带自己的主观意见。 
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Introduction 

I choose the topic about Chinese and African cooperation because recently People’s 

Republic of China became more and more involved with Africa and this caught my 

interest because despite the very large amount of people knowing about that, I think 

there are still many people that do not know what is happening in Africa. 

Another thought important to mention is that China approached Africa in a different 

way compared to the Western countries, possibly because of the sense of solidarity 

and common subjugation to the colonies that unites China and Africa. 

Western countries created colonies while between China and Africa. China, as former 

third world country has a more similar history of colonialism and underdevelopment;  

yet there is parity among them both developing countries but also global emerging 

power. The economy in China developed very rapidly in the recent years. That is why 

China is not a real third world country anymore, but the common past gives China a 

completely different approach to Africa as the Western countries.  

The aim of the thesis is to clarify the relationship between the People`s Republic of 

China and Africa, explain how it began and developed through the years, especially 

starting in the 1960s when Tanganyika and Zanzibar became independent and 

merged together becoming the United Republic of Tanzania. 

The People`s Republic of China is one of the first countries which established diplo-

matic relations with the United Republic of Tanzania; in 1965 it was formalized with 

the conclusion of the Sino-Tanzanian Treaty of Friendship. 

Different reasons forced China and Tanzania to become closer and closer, projects 

and assistance were brought to Tanzania, even though different countries are in-

volved in these projects, but China may be the most influential. 
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The dissertation comprises of four main areas and it is developed in four chapters. 

The first chapter focuses on the early contacts between the two nations, starting in 

the 1400. After a short glimpse in these very early days, the chapter is focusing on the 

period after 1960 when Tanzania reached its independence and tied a formal rela-

tionship with the People’s Republic of China.  

Many projects between the two countries were made. People’s Republic of China is 

an important ally and country donor for Tanzania. 

The United Republic of Tanzania had made huge septs towards a more developed 

future and this was possible due to Chinese help, assistance and cooperation. 

China financed many aid projects, exported materials, brought manpower and 

knowledge to Tanzanian. 

The second chapter introduces the Tanzam railway project, which is a flagship project. 

It was one of the most important Sino-African projects which involved China, Tanza-

nia but also Zambia, a landlocked country which was constantly depending on its 

neighbouring countries.  

The railway nowadays is one of the cheapest ways of transportation; it helped local 

people to travel more freely and easily reach new places where they could do busi-

ness and thereby enriched cities which were before ignored by the trade. 

The Tanzam Railway also known as the Freedom Railway: is the greatest Chinese pro-

ject ever created in the Third World at that time and the third biggest project ever 

made in Africa. 

The third chapter concerns Dar es Salaam, former capitol of Tanzania and economic 

heart of the country. The chapter firstly gives a brief introduction to the city of Dar es 

Salaam, secondly focuses on the port of Dar es Salaam, which is located on the east 

African coast, which gives not only the country but also its neighbouring states, ac-

cess to the Indian Ocean.  
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In addition, the chapter is about the new ongoing project One Belt One Road (OBOR), 

which is constantly evolving all around the world. The study will give information 

about the current state of the project and I try to guess the project’s development in 

the future, but only the future will show if the estimated cost of the OBOR projects 

will be higher or lower and their success or failure. 

One of the most recent OBOR initiative discussed in the chapter is the “Bagamoyo 

Port” which is also a Sino-Tanzanian ongoing project formalizing in the recent years 

(precisely 2013). Currently the project is suspended due to a disagreement between 

the Tanzanian president Magufuli and the Chinese investors.  

The fourth and last chapter is focusing on the present of Tanzania. It is discussing the 

country’s economic and social development up to today and tries to guess, how the 

development will continue in the future. These developments are visually exemplified 

by using different types of graphs and diagrams. 

Chinese and Tanzanian relations nowadays are friendly and steady, and April 24th, 

2019 was the 55th Anniversary of the establishment of their diplomatic relations. 

The dissertation is based on many different data and information acquired through 

articles, books, electronical newspaper articles and international statistic.  

All the data acquired, was gained from trustworthy sources and are neutral. They are 

focusing on the facts, not judging any of these facts. 
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1. The relationship between China and Tanzania 

1.1 Overview of Tanzania and its background 

The relationship between China and Tanzania started during 1964, when China 

showed more and more interest in the African state. 

Tanganyika reached its independence in 1961 and was followed with Zanzibar’s 

independence in 1963, the two countries merged to create the United Republic 

of Tanzania in 1964.  

 

Figure 1: Map of Tanzania and China  

Mainland Tanzania is located on the eastern coast of Africa and its capital is Do-

doma, which is situated in the heart of the country. It is a Presidential Republic. 

The currency of the United Republic of Tanzania is the Tanzanian Shilling (TZS). 

The archipelago of Zanzibar comprises approximately 75 islands, there are four 

main islands: 

Unguja Island also known as Zanzibar Island, Pemba Island, Latham Island that all 

belong to the Zanzibar semi-autonomous region and finally Mafia Island which 

belongs and is administrated from mainland Tanzania.  
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Zanzibar Island and Pemba Island have separate government administrations.1 

The Country includes 30 regions: Arusa, Dar es Salaam, Dodoma, Geita, Iringa, 

Kagera, Katavi, Kigoma, Kilimanjaro, Lindi, Manyara, Mara, Mbeya, Morogoro, 

Mtwar, Mwanza, Njombe, Pemba North, Pemba South, Pwani, Rukwa, Ruvuma, 

Shinyanga, Simiyu, Singida, Tabora, Tanga, Zanzibar North, Zanzibar South and 

Central, Zanzibar West.  

There are seven land borders and four maritime borders: On the north Uganda, 

Lake Victoria and Kenya, on the west Lake Tanganyika, Rwanda and Burundi, on 

the south-west Zambia, on the south Malawi, Lake Nyasa and Mozambique and 

on the east the Indian Ocean. 

The total area of the Country is 947, 300 square kilometres and its coastline 

spreads 1, 424 kilometres.  

There are four climatic and topographic areas in the mainland: The hot and hu-

mid coastal lowlands of the Indian shoreline, the hot and arid zone of the broad 

central plateau, the high inland mountain and lake region of the northern border, 

where Mount Kilimanjaro is located and the highlands of the northeast and 

southwest where climate varies from tropical to temperate. 2 

Kilimanjaro is the highest point in Africa (5,895 m) and one of the only two 

mountains in Africa, together with Mount Kenya, that has glaciers. 

Tanzania is rich in natural resources: hydropower, tin, phosphates, iron ore, coal, 

diamonds, gemstones, gold, natural gas and nickel. 

                                              

1  Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre for Chinese Stud-

ies, 1970). 
2 Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Tanzania”, https://www.britannica.com/place/Tanzania, accessed on Octo-

ber 15, 2019. 
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A very large number of environmental issues can be found: water pollution, im-

proper management of liquid and solid waste, indoor air pollution, soil degrada-

tion, deforestation, desertification, destruction of coral reefs. 3 

 

The population in Tanzania in 2018 was estimated 55,451,343 people. 

 

 

Table 1: Growth of the Tanzanian population (Source The World Bank Data) 

 

It has the largest population in Eastern Africa, yet the lowest population density. 

Almost a third of the population is living in urban regions.  

The biggest city is Dar es Salaam, Tanzania’s administrative capital with a popula-

tion of 6.368 million.  

The majority of the population, more precisely 66.35%, is working in the agricul-

tural sector. The second most common job is to work in the service sector. About 

                                              

3  Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), “The World Fact Book”, 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tz.html, accessed on October 15, 

2019. 
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25.58% of all the population is working in this sector. The remaining 7.07% are 

jobs in the industry.4 

The rate of unemployment described as measure of number of people actively 

looking for a job in 2018 reached 9.7% while the youth unemployment rate 

measures 13.70%5. 

There is a large variety of ethnic groups in mainland Tanzania: African 99% of 

which 95% are Bantu and consist of more than 130 tribes, the other 1% consist of 

Asian, European and Arabic people.  

The most common ethnic groups in Zanzibar are Arab, African, mixed Arab and 

African. 

The official languages are Swahili and English; however, Arabic is also important. 

A large number of local languages can be found and out of this reason also 

many different religions can be found, such as Christian (61.4%), Muslim (35.2%), 

folk religion (1.8%), other (0.2%) and unaffiliated (1.4%)6.  

 

The first president of the United Republic of Tanzania was Julius Kambarage Nye-

rere, who was also the most active member of the Organization of African Union 

(OAU), known since 2002, as the African Union (AU). The AU is an intergovern-

mental organization, founded in 1963, to encourage unity and solidarity, to pro-

mote economic development and international cooperation between African 

states7. 

 

                                              

4  Statista, “Tanzania: Distribution of employment by economic sector from 2008 to 2018”, 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/447731/employment-by-economic-sector-in-tanzania/, ac-

cessed on October 15, 2019.  
5  Trading Economic, “Tanzania Unemployment Rate”, 

https://tradingeconomics.com/tanzania/unemployment-rate, accessed on October 15, 2019. 
6  Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), “The World Fact Book”,   

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tz.html, accessed on October 15, 

2019. 
7 Encyclopaedia Britannica, “African Union“, https://www.britannica.com/topic/African-Union accessed 

on October 15, 2019  
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1.2 Historical perspective of the Sino-Tanzanian relations 

The relationship between Tanzania and China can be divided in three important 

periods: the first is the Pre-European Era, the second is known as the Post-

Independence Era framed as Urafiki and the last one is the one we are currently 

living in, the Neoliberal Era. 

1.2.1 The Pre-European Era 

The first contact between China and Tanzania happened during the fourteenth 

century and it was mainly based on trade.  

During this period China was able to create many partnerships along the Indian 

Ocean. 

Chinese and Tanzanian trade was both direct and indirect, since China was trad-

ing with the African East Coast. While China exported to Eastern Africa a large 

variety of objects -among them there were ceramics, cloths and perfumes. 

Eastern Africa was also exporting to China different items such as ivory, rhinoc-

eros horn and pearls.  

The proof that the trade between China and Africa really happened was, that 

during archaeological excavations on African territory, Chinese clothing and 

coins were discovered.8  

Despite China’s foreign policy of isolation in that period, the trade between 

China and East Africa was very prosperous, allowing China to become powerful 

and influential in the Indian Ocean. Notwithstanding, the country did not look 

for colonial power in Africa nor did it become a capitalist nation.  

                                              

8 Mazrui A. A. et al., China’s Diplomacy in Eastern and Southern Africa (United Kingdom: Dorset Press, 

2013). 
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The Chinese aim was not to create colonies or establish hegemony. China’s 

confidence of self-sufficiency did not allow this period to last, which is why Chi-

na was re-embracing the policy of isolation. The Chinese withdrawal allowed 

the Portuguese to take advantage of the situation, conquering, restoring piracy 

and violently operating trade.9 

1.2.2 The Post-Independence Era 

The Post-Independence Era starts in the 1960s and ends in the 1980s, it is an 

important period, firstly the independence of Tanganyika in 1961, secondly the 

independence of Zanzibar in 1963, followed by the fusion of the two countries 

developing into the United Republic of Tanzania in 1964, the same year in 

which President Nyerere was elected. 

Nyerere was a founding member of the organization Tanganyika African Na-

tional Union (TANU), which by merging in 1977 with the Afro-Shirazi Party 

(ASP) became Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM)10 Tanzania’s only political party at 

that time. 

                                              

9 Ibidem 
10  Media Ownership Monitor Tanzania, “Chama Cha Mapinduzi” https://tanzania.mom-

rsf.org/en/owners/individual-owners/detail/owner/owner/show/chama-cha-mapinduzi-ccm/, ac-

cessed on October 20, 2019 
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Figure 2: Chama Cha Mapinduzi (Source: Mediaownermonitor.com) 

President Nyerere also believed that Ujamaa should have been at the basis of 

the rules of the nation. Ujamaa is commonly known as “familyhood” and it was 

a form of African socialism based on self-reliance, national building and auton-

omy, in other words nationalisation, communal labour in the rural areas and re-

liance on public services.11 

Alongside, China -which already had relations with both Tanganyika and Zanzi-

bar, establishing political relations first with the creation of the embassy in Dar 

                                              

11  Oxford Research Encyclopedias, African History, “Ujamaa” 

https://oxfordre.com/africanhistory/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190277734.001.0001/acrefore-

9780190277734-e-172, accessed on October 20, 2019. 
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es Salaam (Tanganyika) in 1961 and then with the establishing of another one 

in Zanzibar in 1963-, in 1964 settled diplomatic relations with the freshly born 

United Republic of Tanzania. 

The relationship between the two nations became official with the conclusion of 

the Sino-Tanzania Treaty of Friendship of 1965, signed during President Nyere-

re’s first state visit to China which states as follows: 

 

The chairman of the People’s Republic of China and the President of the United 

Republic of Tanzania, 

Desiring to consolidate and further develop the profound friendship between 

the People’s Republic of China and the United Republic of Tanzania, and 

Being convinced that the strengthening of friendly cooperation between the 

People’s Republic of China and the United Republic of Tanzania conforms to 

the fundamental interests of the peoples of the two countries, helps promote 

the solidarity between them as well as among Asian and African peoples and 

the common struggle against imperialism, and conduces to peace in Asia, Africa 

and the world, 

Have decided for this purpose to conduce the present Treaty, the articles of 

which are as follows: 

 

ARTICLE I 

The Contracting Parties will maintain and develop the relations of peace and 

friendship between the People’s Republic of China and the United Republic of 

Tanzania. 

 

ARTICLE II 

The Contracting Parties pledge to take the Five Principle of mutual respect for 

sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in 
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each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexist-

ence as the principles guiding the relations between the two countries. 

 

ARTICLE III 

The Contracting Parties agree to develop economic and cultural relations be-

tween the two countries in the spirit of equality, mutual benefit and friendly co-

operation. 

 

 ARTICLE IV 

The Contracting Parties undertake to settle through peaceful consultations any 

issue that may arise between them. 

ARTICLE V 

The present Treaty is subject to ratification, and the instruments of ratification 

shall be exchanged in Dar es Salaam as soon as possible. 

The present Treaty shall come into force on the date of exchange of the instru-

ments of ratification and shell remain in force for a period of ten years. Unless 

either of the Contracting Parties gives to the other notice in writing to termi-

nate the present Treaty one year before the expiration of this period, the pre-

sent Treaty shall be automatically prolonged for another period of ten years, 

and shall thereafter be renewable accordingly. 

Done in duplicate in Peking on February 20, 1965, in the Chinese, Swahili, and 

English languages, all three texts being equally authentic. 

 Chairman of the people’s  

Republic of China 

LIU SHAO-CHI 

(Signed) 

President of the United  

Republic of Tanzania 

JULIUS K. NYERERE 

(Signed) 
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The relations between the two nations were constant and peaceful, they cov-

ered many aspects of cooperation and were based on strong solidarity.  

As time went by their relations mutated and some conditions needed revising. 

Primarily, Tanzania wanted to preserve a nonalignment policy12 and protect its 

sovereignty. This did not happen in its relationship with the West which wanted 

to maintain its mandate (spheres of influence) but not help Tanzania’s devel-

opment.  

Tanzania was also fighting for the liberation struggles in Africa, it was the head-

quarters of the OAU and assisted many liberation movements. 

Tanzania needed an ally that supported this causes and China was willing to 

help them, not only for the cause of liberation but also to promote the devel-

opment of the nation. During the 1965, Premier Zhou En-lai visited Tanzania 

and China had decided to establish an economic and technical aid program to 

Tanzania. 

The relations between the two nations kept on growing and the second state 

visit of President Nyerere to China in 1968 emphasized this.13 

During this period China and Tanzania reached several bilateral agreements.  

Support and economic assistance were not the only part of commitment be-

tween the two nations, because at a political and diplomatic level they devel-

oped a strong cooperation and uniformity. 

 

 

 

                                              

12 Non-alignment policy: a policy that comprises several different ideas that are both different from the 

East’s and the West’s conflicting and antagonistic conception of international relations. The princi-

pal aims are to fight colonialism, support country under the influence of colonialism and help them 

to reach independence.  
13  Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre for Chinese 

Studies, 1970). 
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1.2.3 The Neoliberal Era  

The Neoliberal Era starts in the 1980s and it continues to the present. It is an 

era of reorganization; both China and Tanzania needed to improve their econ-

omies and China seemed to focus on other countries than Africa. Shortly after 

when China realizes the profit that could have been lost by losing Tanzania, it 

reconfirms its friendship with the country. China kept on supporting Tanzania 

financially but made clear its interest in profiting from their relations.  

In the same time, Tanzania was implementing western driven and imposed 

Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs). SAPs enhanced the nature and char-

acter of the African economy, which is disorganized and malformed. 

The results of the SAPs are privatization and market liberalization which opened 

up the economy from pressures and competition.14  

In 1985 there was the election of the second President of the United Republic 

of Tanzania: Ali Hassan Mwinyi which served until 1995. 

Nyerere handed down to Mwinyi a critical economic situation with lack of man-

agement, rise in petroleum prices and shortage of food. Despite Mwinyi wanted 

to maintain Nyerere’s policy of self-sufficiency he was forced to accept a sup-

port offer from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The devaluation of the currency started by Nyerere, was continued by Mwinyi’s 

structural reforms. In addition, private enterprises took over other areas of 

business.15 

As the next election approached, for the first time in Tanzania’s history, multi-

party election was expected and in 1995 Benjamin Mkapa became the third 

president of Tanzania. 

                                              

14  Mazrui A. A. et al., China’s Diplomacy in Eastern and Southern Africa (United Kingdom: Dorset Press, 

2013). 
15 Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Tanzania”, https://www.britannica.com/place/Tanzania, accessed on Oc-

tober 20, 2019. 
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As soon as his mandate started many issues emerged, there were problems 

during the counting of the votes and suspects arose about fraud and intimida-

tion. A few western countries demanded a recount that never took place. Lately 

Mkapa had to face other difficulties:  

Food supplies were decreased by the large amount of refugees that came from 

the neighbouring countries. Moreover, Tanzania was the sight of a terroristic at-

tack in 1998, that took place in the U.S. embassy in Dar es Salaam, elven people 

died and many other were injured.16  

After the re-election of Mkapa in 2000 accusation of fraud re-emerged in Zan-

zibar and some violent demonstration followed. In Zanzibar Islamic militancy 

increased, followed by demonstration, violent attacks and bombings.    

Meanwhile, the relations between China and Tanzania were still stable and 

high-ranking government officials from both countries kept on exchanging dip-

lomatic visits and strong ties existed between the Chinese Communist Party 

(CCP) and the CCM. 

In 2005, new presidential elections were held in Tanzania and Jayaka Mrisho 

Kikwete became the fourth president of Tanzania. Under his term corruption 

was still a big issue. Notwithstanding he won a second term as president in 

2010. He paid a state visit to China during the third China-Tanzania Investment 

Forum in 2009 and since Kikwete became President of Tanzania in 2005 more 

projects have received Chinese support and aid, some of them were so great 

that the investment attracted millions of dollars. 

Many have acknowledged Tanzanian diplomats regard China as an “all weather 

friend” and as President Kikwete once said: “China does not have better friends 

in Africa than us”.17 

 

                                              

16 Ibidem 
17  Mazrui A. A. et al., China’s Diplomacy in Eastern and Southern Africa (United Kingdom: Dorset Press, 

2013). 
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Figure 3: President Xi Jinping meets President Kikwete (source: news.yahoo.com) 

In 2014 the President of the People’s Republic of China Xi Jinping met with 

president Kikwete to discuss bilateral agreements, which resulted in the signa-

ture of a joint communique encouraging friendly cooperation between China 

and Tanzania. 

The fifth and actual President of Tanzania is John Pombe Joseph Magufuli, 

elected in 2015. He is known for fighting corruption and for his dislike of wast-

ing money and as soon as his mandate started he was more careful, even with 

his own personnel. He eliminated absenteeism and reduced foreign trip for 

public servants saving up to 430,000 U.S. dollars in one year.18 

 

Meanwhile the Sino-Tanzanian relations evolved and it was based on multiplici-

ty of actors. Not only the visits of high-ranking officials are flourishing, but also 

contacts between people and non-state entities are growing, the number of 

                                              

18  BBC NEWS, “John Magufuli – Tanzania‘s ‘Bulldozer’ president in profile”, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-34670983, accessed on October 25, 2019. 
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Tanzanian visiting China and Chinese visiting Tanzania is increasing and it is 

recorded to be the highest ever. There is an establishment of Chinese people in 

Tanzania and it is reported to be around 22,000 people strong. Some of them 

are currently working in many different areas covering retail trade, restaurants, 

car repair and maintenance, building and construction. 

Notwithstanding their presence in the local market they didn’t receive a great 

welcome because local traders decreased their amount of sales and believed 

that the business was their exclusivity. Despite that, it is a must to underline 

that Chinese help was essential to Tanzania and that Chinese companies and 

enterprises have an impact on the level of employment, creation and on the 

capital formation through availability of investable financial resources, transfer 

of technology and skills of management.19  

1.3 Chinese interest in Tanzania  

Chinese interest in Tanzania appears in many forms and covers different areas of 

cooperation. Common sense of underdevelopment may have pushed China to 

interact with the African continent and therefore with Tanzania. The sense of du-

ty that China has in the fight for Africa’s struggle is the base of China’s Tanzania 

policy and since Tanzania is also a great supporter of African national liberation 

struggles this helped them to bond even more.  

The China’s Tanzania policy, in essence promotes the idea of a world without 

American imperialism and Soviet social imperialism.20 China has linked these and 

other perceptions of Tanzania’s historical past to his own history and used them 

as a basis for their contemporary cooperation, which rests on common subjuga-

                                              

19  Mazrui A. A. et al., China’s Diplomacy in Eastern and Southern Africa (United Kingdom: Dorset Press, 

2013). 
20  Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre for Chinese 

Studies, 1970). 
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tions, exploitation by imperialism and colonialism.21 Sino-Tanzanian relations 

cover many aspects but the economic interaction covers mainly two principal as-

pects which are aid and trade. 

1.3.1 Aid  

Aid is at the centre of the relations between China and Tanzania and we can see 

that constantly in all the interventions that China took and takes part in, are to 

help and support Tanzania in the moment of need.  

Through the year China re-confirmed its cooperation and collaboration in the 

African country countless times. For example, offering zero interest loans (or 

almost non-existent) and sending Chinese manpower to help with the creation 

of Tanzania.  

The reason why China is an important player in the relationship between the 

two countries is mostly because Tanzania is not able to find support elsewhere 

and also because a number of Western Countries first offered their support and 

then retreated, leaving Tanzania more than one time without any aid or sup-

port. Every time this happened China has intervened and substituted whoever 

had withdrew helping and assisting Tanzania once again. 

   

In simple, talking about aid we talk about donors and recipient (countries) 

which are respectively the countries that are giving assistance and the countries 

that receive it. Donor agencies act independently from one another and their 

behaviour is determined by an interest in augmenting their autonomy.22 

  

                                              

21 Yu G. T., China’s African Policy: A Study of Tanzania (United State of America: Preager Publisher, 

1975). 
22  Hyden G. et al., Agencies in Foreign Aid: Comparing China, Sweden and the United States in Tanza-

nia (Great Britain: MACMILLAN PRESS LTD, 1999).   
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The “Eight Principles on Economic and Technical Assistance” set forth by Prem-

ier Zhou Enlai of 1964 helps us to comprehend the actions undertaken by Chi-

na.23 

 

1. The Chinese Government always bases itself on the principle of 

equality and mutual benefit in providing aid to other countries. 

It never regards such aid as a kind of unilateral alms but as 

something mutual. Through such aid the friendly new emerging 

countries gradually develop their own national economy, free 

themselves from colonial control and strengthen the anti-

imperialist forces in the world. This is in itself a tremendous 

support to China. 

2. In providing aid to other countries, the Chinese Government 

strictly respects the sovereignty of the recipient countries, and 

never asks for any privileges or attaches any condition. 

3. The Chinese Government provides economic aid in the form of 

interest-free or low-interest loans and extends the time limit for 

the repayment so as to lighten the burden of the recipient 

countries as far as possible. 

4. In providing aid to other countries, the purpose of the Chinese 

Government is not to make the recipient countries dependent 

on China but help them embark on the road of self-reliance 

step by step. 

5. The Chinese Government tries its best to help the recipient 

countries build projects which require less investment while 

                                              

23  Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre for Chinese 

Studies, 1970). 
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yielding quicker results, so the recipient government may in-

crease their income ad accumulate capital. 

6. The Chinese Government provides the best quality equipment 

and material on its own manufacture at international market 

prices. If the equipment and material provided by Chinese Gov-

ernment are not up to agreed specifications and quality, the 

Chinese Government undertakes to replace them. 

7. In giving any particular technical assistance, the Chinese Gov-

ernment will see to it that the personnel of the recipient country 

fully master such techniques. 

8. The experts dispatched by the Chinese Government to help in 

construction in the recipient countries will have the same stand-

ard of living as the experts of the recipient country. The Chinese 

experts are not allowed to make any special demands or enjoy 

any special amenities.24 

 

Despite the nature of these eight principles, they invidiously drew comparisons 

to other existing aid programs, especially the ones of the United States of 

America and the Soviet Union.  

 

Nevertheless, China’s aid program had a great impact on the African continent 

and Tanzania is a fit example. China has been surpassed only by Great Britain in 

the matter of loans, with a total amount of 36.3 million U.S. dollars, dated De-

cember 31th in 1967. Above mentioned loans were in the form of non-interest-

bearing credits with the possibility of 20 years repayment. In addition to the 

loan instalments of 1964 and 1966 China granted another loan of 3.6 million 

                                              

24  Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre for Chinese 

Studies, 1970). 
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U.S. dollars, reaching the amount of 39.9 million U.S. dollars and increasing 

Tanzanian debts towards China up to 16.9 million U.S. dollars.  

Complications followed during Tanzanian repayment of the debt forcing China 

to extend the term of 5 years of both loans’ agreements concluded in that peri-

od. 

 

On the other hand, Zanzibar, with his own administrative government and its 

own treasury managed by itself also fiscal affairs, including foreign aid.  

Zanzibar received aid from many different countries but from 1964 to 1965 and 

from 1967 to 1968 China and the German Democratic Republic were the main 

donors. Chinese terms were the same as the one made to mainland Tanzania. 25  

 

Chinese aid towards Tanzania needed to be organized and the Chinese embas-

sy operated as a coordinating agency of the aid programme, which was divided 

in three main divisions:  

Two of them in the embassy, with an economic and a commercial office in Dar 

es Salaam and a consulate in Zanzibar. Therefore, there was an extension with 

the addition of the development of Chinese-Tanzanian cooperative interaction, 

principally in the economic interaction.  

 

Before the merge of Tanganyika and Zanzibar, China had already had ties with 

Zanzibar, creating an embassy in the island and exchange ambassadors. How-

ever, after the consolidation of the United Republic of Tanzania reduction were 

made in all foreign missions in Zanzibar from embassy to consulate-general or 

consulate status.  

 

                                              

25 Ibidem 
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Chinese aid towards Tanzania was basically of developmental purpose, mainly 

agricultural26  improvement, but also it covered areas like building structural 

projects.  

One of the most significant agricultural projects in Tanzania was the Ruvu State 

Farm near Dar es Salaam, a farm which was founded thanks to the Chinese loan 

of 1964, with an estimated investment of 1.1 million to 1.4 million U.S. dollars. 

This huge project spread over 7,000 acres and allowed to cultivate rice, cotton, 

vegetables, cereals, plant fruit trees and to raise dairy and beef cattle.  

A second project, the Upenja State Farm was reported to be under operation in 

Zanzibar in 1969. This farm was of smaller range but similar functionality as the 

Ruvu State Farm.  

 

Moreover, China has granted a variety of flagship projects. Most certainly one 

of the most important and most prestigious projects of these is the Tanzania-

Zambia Railway TAZARA which it will be well described in Chapter two.  

 

Another so called flagship project is the Friendship Textile Mill, built on a 38 

acre site close to Dar es Salaam in 1968. The creation of the Friendship Textile 

Mill allowed employing 3,000 workers managing 40,000 spindles and 978 

looms, becoming one of the biggest industrial sites on the eastern part of the 

continent. 

The mill was expected to produce more than 900,000 kilograms of thread and 

approximately 20 million square metres of Tanzanian vitenge and khangas 

cloths as well as other materials every year. 

                                              

26 Tanzania was one of the few countries in the African continent to receive aid for agricultural devel-

opment purpose. 
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The mill became so popular that there were many visits by various governments 

and party delegations, as well as the press. The mill won the first prize at the 

1968 National Agricultural and Trade Fair in Dar es Salaam. 

 

The Friendship Textile Mill and the Ruvu State Farm are a fit example that 

shows us how Chinese aid is at the foundation of the development of Tanzania. 

 

During 1964 the mill had produced less than eight million square metres of 

cloths, forcing the government to plan an expansion in the sector. Four new 

textile mills were planned allowing the textile production to reach almost 30 

million square metres in 1968. Shortly after, overproduction problems arose 

and the mill started to produce at a loss. 

  

    Figure 4: A variety of Khangas, typical garment wore by women in Tanzania and in the East 
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Chinese aid projects catalogued as non-flagship projects towards Tanzania are 

listed as follows: 

 

Table 2: Tanzanian projects receiving Chinese aid (1967-1968) 

1. Survey of feeder roads in rural areas 

2. Heavy plant construction 

3. Urban water supply 

4. Police training school 

5. Teachers college (I) 

6. Teachers college (II) 

7. Cattle/coconut schemes 

8. Poultry breeding 

9. Tsetse fly control 

10. Fisheries office and training centres 

11. Management of forests 

12. Planting on timber resources 

13. Ngorongoro scheme 

14. Farmers training centres (I) 

15. Farmers training centres (II) 

16. Dam construction 

17. Arusha development 

18. Antiquities headquarter 

19. Stadium construction 

20. Art institute 

21. Sewerage schemes 

22. Drainage and sewerage survey 

23. Development loans to urban local authorities 

 Source: Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre 

for Chinese Studies, 1970). 
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Other Chinese aid projects are: A short-wave transmitting station, a tobacco ex-

perimental farm, a farm implements factory, the creation of a joint Chinese-

Tanzanian shipping company, a bookshop, bank and post-office complex at the 

University College of Dar es Salaam.    

Moreover, during 1969 it was reported that a great number of Chinese techni-

cians (approximately 3,000) were sent to Tanzania and as a consequence of the 

great number of indigenous people still living in Tanzania it was required to rely 

upon foreign personnel to talk with the Chinese workers and even the govern-

ment was recruiting foreign staff. 

 

On Zanzibar, on the other hand, the projects consist of: a shoe factory, a tractor 

repair plant, the construction of fresh water tanks and a sport stadium. 

 

It is clear that both mainland Tanzania’s aid and Zanzibar’s aid were largely di-

versified and that the both of them had a great benefit receiving said programs. 

 

First, Tanzania before independence was an underdeveloped country, which is 

why as soon as it reached its independence it started planning developmental 

projects. However, the lack of required capital forced them to look for external 

support.  

Severe difficulties arose and only a small part of the development funding actu-

ally was given, so instead of the expected 78% of all projects’ funding it re-

ceived only 34.5%. 

Different reasons had made certain countries withdraw the aid they first prom-

ised causing the breakage of relations between them and Tanzania, that is the 

reason why Chinese aid had significance and also political influence. China did 

not use its foreign aid as a benefit, as matter of the fact Tanzania’s actions still 
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includes non-alignment policy, recognition and international support of China, 

acceptance of the nuclear proliferation treaty along with others. 

According to this information it is clear that in the long-term Chinese aid had a 

far bigger importance and influence on Tanzania than what the data alone 

would suggest. The nature of Chinese aid is articulated in two different pat-

terns:  

A periodic interaction pattern and a reactive interaction pattern that result from 

an emergency or a troubled situation. 

It is possible to file under period interaction the textile mill, the state farms, the 

water tanks along with others and list under emergency reactive interaction 

when China replaced other countries when they disengaged their loans. 27 

1.3.2 Trade 

The second centre piece of Sino-Tanzanian relations is certainly trade and it is 

based on the Trade Agreement of the 1965. 

The agreement lists the yearly amount of exportation, both Chinese and Tanza-

nian, clarify that the amount of the volume of trade should deepen of five-fold 

between the two parties and rank each good by category yet to be exchanged. 

Although Chinese and Tanzanian relation development, their interaction did not 

flourish and during the early 1960s Tanzania’s traditional associates have com-

manded the trade business. The main traditional business associates are:  

Great Britain (including Hong Kong) and the European Economic Community. 

During 1962 they covered 75% of the exports and 51% of the imports, also dur-

ing 1968 they covered 64% of the exports and 51% of the imports and along 

that year the traditional business were still dominating the market.  

 

                                              

27  Yu G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre for Chinese 

Studies, 1970). 
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Notwithstanding the recession of the Tanzanian exports toward China, the Chi-

nese exports toward Tanzania were stable and continual, also as a result of the 

Chinese aid to Tanzania of that period and since the import from China were 

both of equipment and goods a problem arose:  

Although China had a very developed agricultural area, its industrial sector was 

still precarious and the goods produced may have not been the required ones. 

On the other hand, from the Chinese point of view, since China was already well 

developed in the agricultural sector and the economy of Tanzania is basically 

agricultural China was already self-sufficient. 
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Table 3: Tanzanian Trade with China  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Yu. G. T., China and Tanzania: A Study in Cooperative Interaction (California: Centre 

for Chinese Studies, 1970). 

 

  

Year 
Exports to 

China Value 

Percentage of 

total export 

Imports from 

China 

Percentage of 

Total Imports 

1961 
$ 1.2 thou-

sand 
… 

$ 10.7 thou-

sand 
… 

1962 $ ... … 
$ 31.7 thou-

sand 
… 

1963 $ 10.5 million 5.7% $ 0.3 million 0.2% 

1964 $ 6.5 million 3.2% $ 0.8 million 0.6% 

1965 $ 13.3 million 7.2% $ 5.6 million 3.7% 

1966 $ 9.6 million 4.1% $ 11.2 million 5.8% 

1967 $ 8.2 million 3.5% $ 10.0 million 5.3% 
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1.3.3 Sino-Tanzanian military intercourse 

Sino-Tanzanian military intercourse started early in the 1960s and it is one of 

the several areas of interaction of the two countries, it is based mainly on train-

ing and supplies arranged by China to Tanzania agreed under the form of aid 

projects and other arrangements. However, there is no formal documentation 

that states that China and Tanzania must be militarily involved to one another, 

nevertheless it developed during the years.  

During the 1964 the first project took place and it involved the shipment of 

arms and the transfer of some instructors (also for Tanzania’s military officers 

and new recruits, as well as for specially designed personnel which coved all ar-

eas: Naval personnel, tank crews along with others) and a few interpreters to 

Tanzania. 

Military cooperation continues nowadays, as matter of the fact, Chinese military 

supports Tanzania People’s Defence Forces (TPDF) and moreover built the Na-

tional Defence College in Tanzania (funding was shared between the two gov-

ernments).28 

In summary, it is clear that Sino-Tanzanian relations are friendly and stable and 

they are based in different areas of cooperation and both countries gained 

benefits from one another. 

1.4 Economic aspects of Tanzania 

Economic aspects may include trade and aid as we already have seen above, but 

they surely include other areas and may involve other countries. Among many 

other countries China is without any doubt one of the most relevant.  

                                              

28  Mazrui A. A. et al., China’s Diplomacy in Eastern and Southern Africa (United Kingdom: Dorset Press, 

2013). 
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It is also necessary to mention the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) which is prob-

ably among the most important, if not the most important economic factor. 

 

Table 4: Chinese GDP in USD (Source: The World Bank Data) 

 

Table 5: Tanzanian GDP in USD (Source: The World Bank Data) 
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Even if the Tanzanian GDP in U.S. dollars is much lower than the Chinese GDP, 

the two graphs are showing that the two economies are growing quite similarly. 

If you focus only on the period between 2015 and 2107 the economic growth of 

Tanzania seems to increase even faster than the Chinese one.  

 



43 

 

2 Tanzam Railway: A Tanzanian-Zambian development 

link 

2.1 Introduction 

The most notorious and greatest flagship aid project which involves China and 

Tanzania (and also Zambia) is certainly the Tazara railway also known as the 

Great Uhuru (Freedom) or also as the Tanzam Railway, a connection between 

Tanzania and Zambia which involves more than 450 million US. dollars.  

 

Figure 5:  Tanzania-Zambia railway (Source: Railway Pro Communication Platform) 

Chinese estimated that the cost would be approximately 988 million Chinese 

Renminbi. For this amount China granted Tanzania and Zambia an interest-free 

loan repayable over the next 30 years. Included in this were also items for sur-
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veying, building and equipping the railway. Moreover, in case that the construc-

tion expenses would surpass the total amount of the loan, then China would 

bear all the additional costs, without creating any further obligations towards 

Tanzania. 

The route is 1,870 kilometres long and starts in the Tanzanian city of Dar es Sa-

laam and it ends in the small Zambian town of Kapiri Mposhi (which means Hill 

of Paradise). 

This railway is an important route because it connects the two cities to the port 

of Dar es Salaam, in this respect all of the maritime traffic can reach the two 

countries, allowing for example landlocked Zambia to be more self-sufficient and 

break away from its dependency on countries such as Rhodesia (modern Zimba-

bwe), Angola and South Africa and respectively their ports and railways. 

 

It is the third biggest development project ever attempted in Africa and the most 

important undertaken by China in the Third World29 and throughout the south-

ern hemisphere there is no aid scheme which can compare with it.30  

The aid for the third world was dominated in the past by the Soviets and western 

countries. In the case of Africa this aid has been mostly replaced by Chinese up 

until today. 

Moreover, it is the only aid programme which is sponsored only by a single na-

tion. 

                                              

29  Bailey M., Freedom Railway: China and the Tanzania-Zambia link (London: Rex Collings, 1976) 
30  Hall R. and Peyman H., The Great Uhuru Railway: China’s Showpiece in Africa (London: The Camelot 

Press Ltd, 1976) 
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2.2 Historical Background 

A channel between Tanzania and Zambia was already conceived by Cecil Rhodes 

but never accomplished.  

Financial aid for the project was sought from the World Bank, which did not ap-

prove it; then in Great Britain, United States, Soviet Union, West Germany, Cana-

da, France, and the African Development Bank despite all the efforts none of 

them agreed on financing. 

When Zhou En-lai visited Dar es Salaam in 1965 and proposed to build and 

sponsor the Tanzam railway, the two African countries could not refuse the offer 

and therefore a first agreement was signed in 1967 among the three parties. 

Tanzanian and Zambian government reunited in Peking in 1970 and signed the 

final agreement with the Chinese authority. 

The Chinese refer to the Tanzam railway as a Friendship Route.31 

 

                                              

31 Bailey M., Freedom Railway: China and the Tanzania-Zambia link (London: Rex Collings, 1976) 
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Figure 6:  The Friendship Route – The Tanzam Railway (Source: Chineseposters.net) 

 

During September 1967 the final agreement was signed and sooner after that 

Tanzania’s and Zambia’s government established the Tanzania-Zambia Railway 

Authority (TAZARA) in March 1968. It was a joint Tanzanian-Zambian public cor-

poration, headed by a Zambian executive officer with a Tanzanian deputy. Most 

decision were made by a board of directors with ultimate power in the hands of 

an inter-ministerial committee comprises by two ministers from each country 

which met every three months. The headquarters were settled in Dar es Salaam, 

together with a Zambian regional office and a branch office in Lusaka.32  

                                              

32 Bailey M., Freedom Railway: China and the Tanzania-Zambia link (London: Rex Collings, 1976) 
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2.3 The creation of the railway 

The track-laying machine used to build the Tazara Railway, was equipped with 

concrete sleepers and laid 11.4 meters length of line every five minutes and 

twenty seconds. The labourer worked in two eight-hour shifts per day, covering 

approximately a distance of more than two kilometres per day.33 

With this speed the line started to spread from the Indian Ocean to the so called 

“Copperbelt” in Zambia. The name “Copperbelt” originates in the numerous 

sources of copper, found in this province in the centre of the nation. 

Throughout a distance of only 1,091 kilometres, 653 bridges and 427 tunnels can 

be found, covering a quarter of the above-mentioned distance.34 

As the railway was desperately needed to gain independence from the “white 

South”, speed was crucial for it. Probably the fastest way to construct the line, 

would have been to start from both, starting and ending terminal at the same 

time like it is used to build tunnels. However, the western terminal was far inside 

the mainland and therefore difficult to reach with heavy machinery and supplies. 

Despite this fact the central issue was that the supply line would have passed 

through the already existing railway systems belonging to Portuguese Mozam-

bique and Rhodesia.  To whom the new railway project was a serious threat.  

These circumstances forced the workers to build the project gradually from the 

east deeper inside the country. 

During the creation of the railway system several buildings were built along the 

railway line, including a hospital, the Chinese personnel reception centre, a sup-

ply depot, a marshalling yard, a repair workshop as well as a big passenger sta-

tion. At the hospital was only Chinese personnel employed and also many of the 

other facilities were staffed mainly by Chinese. 

                                              

33 Ibidem 
34 Bailey M., Freedom Railway: China and the Tanzania-Zambia link (London: Rex Collings, 1976) 
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To feed the Tanzam Railway’s constant need of supplies and machinery three dif-

ferent routes were used to build it. 

The first was the East African Railway which dates from the time of colonial oc-

cupation. At the town of Msolwa the EAR is drawing near the Tanzam Railway by 

less than 18 kilometres. That is why in this place the two routes were temporarily 

connected.  

The second route was the Great North Road. On this road thousands of Chinese 

truck drivers were hoarding together into long convoys.  

A peculiar epiphenomenon of having these vast numbers of Chinese drivers and 

other employees was that many signs, written in red Chinese characters, were 

stringing together along the entire railway line.35 

The third and most important route was the Uhuru Railway itself. Most of the 

needed supplies were brought through the completed section of the line. 

The first construction step in building the tracks was, that bulldozers cleared a 

section, which was completely covered with wild growing plants. Only after that 

it was possible to build up a roadbed for the tracks.  

Until finalizing the project, almost 90 billion cubic meters of soil were moved. 

With this amount of soil, you can build a wall 90 centimetres high and wide, that 

could encircle the world three times. 

Already when initializing the construction works, in the spots where tunnels or 

bridges had to be built, mobile camps were erected. So, whenever the huge track 

laying machine arrived in one of these spots, the necessary bridge or tunnel was 

already there and the machine never needed to stop. The machine was laying al-

ready prefabricated segments with concrete sleepers.  

                                              

35 Ibidem 
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These segments were fabricated in the base camp of Mang’ula and then trans-

ported along the line until they reached its temporary end.  

The Chinese engineers cut the whole line in to five different segments, each de-

fined by its individual engineering problems. 

The first segment was about 500 kilometres long and spread from the starting 

point in Dar es Salaam to Mlimba. This section is crossing a terrain with a quite 

low altitude and had therefore caused quite few engineering difficulties. They 

started to lay tracks from the base camp in Mang’ula as well as Dar es Salaam 

and completed this section very quickly. After 1 year of constructing the end of 

the first part was reached by the tracks Mlimba. 

The second section went from there on to Makumbako. In this section was char-

acterized by steep mountains, ravines and huge forests of wild animals. Now the 

tracks, that started their way in the low coastal fields, had to overcome moun-

tains more than 1500 metres high in only eight percent of the total distance of 

the planned line. Only this short division included 18 of the 19 major tunnels of 

the whole route, as well as many of the largest bridges and also about a third of 

all earth work and excavations. Even the steepest parts of the whole line can be 

found in this small part. After long and challenging efforts, they reached the top 

of the Mufindi escarpment and finished the second part by the end of the next 

year. 

The third section went across the southern highlands until Tunduma. The land-

scape here is also characterised by mountains but never as steep as in the previ-

ous part. The line reaches here its highest point of almost 1800 metres near the 

town Mbeya. As they reached the border of Zambia, they already surpassed a bit 

more than half of the total length of the route and needed only slightly more 

than three years for it. As most of the difficult terrain was on Tanzanian soil, it 

could already be expected that the railway would be built earlier than expected. 



50 

 

At the border also the fourth part of the line started and was planned until Mpika. 

In it contained only one challenge for the engineers, the 242 metres long bridge 

across the Chambeshi River. The section was fully constructed already after 

around half a year. 

Then the fifth section was completed shortly after that in 1975 and eventually 

was connected to the East African and Central African railways and of course also 

to the Zambian railways. 

The building of the railway was not the last challenge for the project supervisors. 

Now they were facing their next problem, to make the huge railway functional. 

The following tasks to support an operational railway still had to be done: 

 

• Completion of 93 stations with sidings 

• Building of workshops 

• Establishment of training schools 

• Strengthening earthwork by planting grass on the embankments and cul-

verts 

• Lay ballast under the tracks 
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Figure 7: Zambia's Copperbelt (Source: cambridge.org) 

2.4 Benguela Railway 

The Benguela Railway is a railway project spreading through Angola. Originally 

built at the very beginning of the 20th century, it was rebuilt in the recent years 

by the China Railway 20 Bureau Group Corporation (CR20). The construction 

works started in 2006 and was completed by 2014. The project consumed a total 

amount of 1.83 billion U.S. dollar. The railway was finally handed over to the An-

golan authorities in 2017.  
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The railway starts at Angola’s Atlantic coast in the city of Lobito and ends in the 

east of the country in the city of Luao, spreading across a total distance of 1,344 

kilometres. The line was joined through the Democratic Republic of Congo, to-

gether with the Tanzam Railway system and is connecting thereby the west coast 

of Africa with its east coast. 36 

Figure 8:  Benguela Railway and Tazara Railway. (Source: asianikkei.com) 

2.5 Tanzanian and Zambian future prospect after TAZARA 

Before the building of the Tazara Railway, the colonial built railway systems were 

only feeding the needs of the colonial ruler. They completely ignored regional 

development in regard to its needs. 

After the creation of the Tanzam Railway the Tanzanian and the Zambian future 

prospects changed completely. There is the possibility of more independence, 

                                              

36 Xu X. 2019. Xinhuanet 新华网 “Africa: Chinese-built Benguela Railway handed over to Angola” 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/03/c_138446624_2.htm, accessed on January 15, 2020. 
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especially from a Zambian point of view. As a landlocked country it was always 

completely depending on its surrounding countries, to meet the constant de-

mand of food and raw materials. 

The railway is expected to create opportunities for an economical growth and for 

the development of the two countries. It is expected to give a new prospect to 

grow livestock, farm rice, cereals and other agricultural products.  

The railway will give access to new habitats, which were too remote to be 

reached by settlers before. The new settlers will clean out the swamps and the 

bushes creating a new zone where grain and sugarcane can be cultivated. The 

ladder is a versatile source that makes cultivating rice and vegetables possible 

and this in turn permits people to raise livestock and create cattle ranches. 

The Tanzam Railway allows access to new, pristine land condition and morphol-

ogy, which will allow planting and cultivating grain, fruit orchards, maize fields, 

tea estates, cotton plantation and soft-wood forest will turn the under-utilized 

inland in a zone of prosperity.37 

The surrounding lands of the Railway which are uncontaminated and unique will 

become the new home for many people, which will enrich and create new cities 

and become a fundamental place for the future.  

Now more goods can easily reach these new growing cities and in return the ex-

port hit, Zambia’s copper, which represents the breath-taking amount of 90% of 

Zambia’s total exports, can reach new markets. Eventually it will reach the port of 

Dar es Salaam where Zambia’s copper can almost effortlessly be shipped to hun-

dreds of countries all over the globe.  

                                              

37  Hall R. and Peyman H., “The Great Uhuru Railway: China’s Showpiece in Africa” (London: The Came-

lot Press Ltd, 1976) 
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Contrary to the former economy and system of communication, now the local 

population, instead of the western civilization, has the opportunity for a higher 

standard of life.  

There are many positive features perspectives, if Tanzania and Zambia decide to 

catch the opportunities given by the creation of the railway.   

In the time before the railway the Tanzanian industry was almost inexistent. With 

help of the railway the country can exploit its rich deposits of coal and iron ore, 

which in turn can lay the foundation for a new industrial era. The new industry 

would successively not only give raise to the urban population, which only 

amounts to 5% of the whole population, but could also lead to a future Tanzania 

with its independent economy. 

The Tanzanian people under colonial rule had to pay taxes which many could not 

afford to pay. These people fled into remote places all over Tanzania, where the 

tax collectors could not reach them. Now these people were reunited in so called 

“Ujamaa” villages in the Njombe district. Special help and education concerning 

farming and growing livestock were exclusively given to the people gathered in 

these villages. 

In the end we have to ask ourselves can this railway really bring all these ex-

pected developments for Tanzania and Zambia? The line is surely important for 

opening up remote areas to the two countries but the railway alone is unlikely to 

cause an excessive development just by itself.  

Many different factors are influencing a successful development of a region. 

Probably a new upcoming regional market between the two countries and also 

the ones surrounding them would be the most promising attribute for a new up-

rising development. In conclusion we can say the Tanzam railway is an important 

instrument given to the newly independent governments, but what they will 

make out of it only the future will show. 
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At present Tanzam Railway is the cheapest way of travelling around the two 

countries and it is still a source of trade, little business merchants can sell their 

own goods in almost every stop the train does and also on board of it. Farmers 

use it to reach different cities and the port city of Dar es Salaam personally, 

bringing with them part of their crops to sell. Businessman that before were 

forced to sell on the street now have opened up their own shops. Certain goods 

rise significantly in value after they are transported in other parts of the country 

and can be sold for a way higher prize than in the place of its origin.   

Unfortunately, problems arose too on the line, such as abandoned coaches on 

the tracks. The maximum driven speed of train had to be reduced strictly due to 

issues with the coaches. The train staff stopped to work because equipment and 

founds were insufficient. A journey that before took 45 hours sometimes takes 60 

hours now and delays are more and more frequent. 

Notwithstanding, the Chinese government promised at the beginning of the 

2018 to increase its capital, allowing people to keep faith and having their busi-

ness.38 

 

 

  

                                              

38  Lewton T., 2018. BBC Travel “The Freedom Railway: a 1,860 km journey across Africa” 

http://www.bbc.com/travel/gallery/20180305-the-freedom-railway-an-1860km-journey-across-

africa, accessed on January 18, 2020. 
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3 Dar es Salaam in the contest of OBOR 

3.1 Historical Background 

Dar es Salaam (which means literally “Abode of Peace”) was founded by a Zanzi-

bar’s sultan in 1862. It was an underdeveloped and small port city, until 1887 

when the German East African Company settled there.39 

Dar es Salaam was the capital for many different regimes:  

Firstly, German East Africa, from 1891 to 1916. Secondly Tanganyika from 1961 

to 1964, when Tanganyika merged with Zanzibar and became the United Repub-

lic of Tanzania and Dar es Salaam became its capital until 1974.  

The Tanzanian capital has been moved since then to Dodoma, a city which is lo-

cated in the country’s centre. The reason why the capital has been moved is that 

Dar es Salaam was already a flourishing centre for the country and moreover, it 

has a harbour which enriches the city even further, handling imports and exports 

and local markets. Moving the capitol from Dar es Salaam to Dodoma means 

that the trade is spread more equally around the nation and also, that another 

city can become a prosperous commercial centre. Despite that, Dar es Salaam 

remains the location of several public offices and most governmental administra-

tion.  

The colonial background of the city can be seen throughout the town in the style 

of the buildings which incorporates German, Swahili, British and Asian culture. 

  

                                              

39 Encyclopaedia Britannica “Dar es Salaam“ https://www.britannica.com/place/Dar-es-Salaam, ac-

cessed on January 23, 2020. 



57 

 

Modernization during the second half of the 20th century brought: 

• Hospital Complex 

• Technical Institute 

• High Court 

• University of Dar es Salaam 

• Libraries 

• Research Institutes 

• National Museum 

• Village Museum 

 

The port of Dar es Salaam allows the country’s natural resources and agricultural 

products to be traded and exported and it is very important to the landlocked 

countries nearby, such as Uganda, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Bu-

rundi, Malawi and Zambia.  

All the cargo shipped through the Congo River is eventually passing the port of 

Dar es Salaam. The station in Dar es Salaam is the terminal of three railways: on 

the west the rail line to Kinoma on Lake Tanganyika, on the north to Mwanza on 

Lake Victoria and also to the Tanzam Railway.40 

Currently, Dar es Salaam’s population is approximately six million people and 

within ten years this number is expected to grow up to ten million. At this rate 

the population is expected to grow up to 70 million by the year 2100.41 

                                              

40  Ibidem 
41  Rosen J. W., 2019.  National Geographic “This Tanzanian city may soon be one of the world’s most 

populous. Is it ready?” https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/04/tanzanian-city-

may-soon-be-one-of-the-worlds-most-populous/, accessed on January 31, 2020. 
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Table 6: Population growth by 2100 

3.2 Dar es Salaam Port 

The Dar es Salaam Port is the main port in Tanzania. It has a rated capacity of 4.1 

million deadweight tonnage (dtw) dry cargo and 6.0 million dtw of bulk liquid 

cargo.42 

Deadweight tonnage is a measuring unit which states how much weight a ship 

can carry. It follows from this that a ship’s maximum deadweight tonnage is the 

maximum weight the ship can carry without lying too deep in the water. 

The quay of the port has a total length of 2,600 metres with eleven metres deep 

berths.   

95% of Tanzanian international import and export is administered by Dar es Sa-

laam Port. 

                                              

42 Tanzania Port Authority “Dar es Salaam and Central Coast Sea Ports” 

https://www.ports.go.tz/index.php/en/ports/ports,  accessed on January 24, 2020. 
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The tactical location of the port permits not merely Central and Eastern Africa to 

trade, but also Asia, Europe and America, creating a connection point throughout 

the world.  

3.3 One Belt One Road (OBOR) Initiative:  Introduction 

The One Belt One Road (一带一路) (OBOR) launched by President Xi Jinping in 

2013 is recreating an old network, both through land and sea which could rein-

vent international trade.  Poorer countries would be able to boost their econo-

mies and become a necessary link for international business.  

The OBOR project would be a possibility to a better worldwide connection and 

international trade. 

The major sectors of the OBOR are: 

• Energy and power 

• Infrastructure projects 

• Public utilities 

• Construction, transport and logistic 

• Technology, media, telecoms and information technology 

• Financial markets 

Many nations are included in the initiative (approximately 120)43 and every coun-

try is welcomed to join the program. Africa’s Kenya is already involved and other 

projects were made which involved Tanzania. 

Choosing to involve Africa in the new OBOR Initiative is certainly a gain for Afri-

can countries but also for China itself: Africa is a continent rich in raw materials 

and China being a very large country is always in a need of them. 

                                              

43    Riccardi L. 2017., Corriereasia “La nuova via della seta – Cina” 

https://www.corriereasia.com/notizie/la-nuova-via-della-seta-tra-politica-e-finanza-globale, acces-

sed on February 2, 2020. 
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The project comprises of two parts: The Silk Road Economic Belt (丝绸之路经济

带) and The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road (21 世纪海上丝绸之路).44 The Silk 

Road Economic Belt links China to Central Asia and Europe through six countries. 

It encompasses railroads through Europe, a high-speed railway which connects 

Southeast Asia to China’s eastern seaboard, power plants and oil and gas pipe-

lines from the Caspian Sea to China. The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road is a 

maritime network of ports which are located worldwide from the South China 

Sea to Africa.  

The new Maritime Silk Road project would allow corridor countries to have new 

ways of trading and would connect the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea 

through strategic ports aligned on a route. 

Moreover, the Maritime Silk Road would bring wide benefits to China. China is 

surrounded by “near seas” belonging respectively to Japan, Vietnam, Taiwan, 

South Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Brunei. If the possibility of 

a crisis arises and said country would create a maritime blockade, the Chinese 

shipping would be seriously at risk. The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road is rerout-

ing the Chinese traffic passing through Sudan, Djibouti, Gwadar, Hambantota, 

Colombo and Myanmar. 45 

For OBOR to be successful, each and every country must adopt different eco-

nomic manoeuvres, such as a transparency policy. Risks must be erased, espe-

cially the economic, environmental ones as well as the corruption. 46 

                                              

44  Baidu Baike 百度百科 Tuidong Gongjian Sichou zhi Lu Jingji Dai he 21 Shiji Haishang Sichou zhi Lu 

de Yuan 推动共建丝绸之路经济带和 21 世纪海上丝绸之路的愿 (Vision and Actions on Jointly Buil-

ding Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk Road) Baidu Encyclopedia  

https://baike.baidu.com/ accessed on January 31, 2020. 
45  Nantulia P. 2019., Africa Centre for Strategic Studies “Implications for Africa from China’s One Belt 

One Road Strategy” https://africacenter.org/spotlight/implications-for-africa-china-one-belt-one-

road-strategy/, accessed on January 31, 2020.  
46   Tanzania Port Authority “Dar es Salaam and Central Coast Sea Ports” 

https://www.ports.go.tz/index.php/en/ports/ports, accessed on January 24, 2020. 
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The costs of the project, on the other hand, for the economies which are partici-

pating (excluding People’s Republic of China) are approximately 575 billion U.S. 

dollars.  

Despite all the benefit that the project is creating, not only financial risks are aris-

ing, but also environmental and governmental risks are a possibility.47 

Another issue is, that Chinese workers may substitute local workers in construct-

ing and infrastructure contract and this is something that African countries are 

not agreeing with. To name some of them: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda 

and Zambia.  

The OBOR African countries involved are: 

• Angola 

• Cameroon 

• Djibouti: Djibouti 

• Ethiopia: Addis Ababa 

• Gabon: Libreville 

• Gambia 

• Ghana: Tema 

• Guinea¨ 

• Kenya: Mombasa; Nairobi 

• Mauritania 

• Mozambique: Maputo 

• Namibia: Walvis Bay (?) 

• Nigeria 

• São Tomé and Príncipe 

• Senegal: Dakar 

• Sudan 

                                              

47  2019. The World Bank “Belt and Road Initiative” https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/regional-

integration/brief/belt-and-road-initiative, accessed on January 24, 2020. 
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• Tanzania: Dar es Salaam 

• Tunisia: Bizerte 

 

In addition, the Chinese overcapacities in production had become useful in the 

creation of OBOR projects in Africa. Unfortunately, these circumstances have 

grown into a problem for some African countries. The Chinese overcapacities 

comprise cement, coal, steel, glass and aluminium. These materials had previous-

ly been imported from countries such as Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Af-

rica, Tanzania and Uganda.  The growing imports from China were a hard blow to 

the economies of these African countries.  

One of the most affected is Kenya: In 2017 its cement exports decreased by 40%. 

Tanzania and Uganda were Kenya’s main export nations. Nowadays the situation 

has significantly changed and Kenya has almost completely been replaced by 

China.  

In the past decade Tanzanian and Ugandan imports from China have grown up 

to 60%, meanwhile in the same period of time the ones from Kenya grew merely 

by 4-6%.48 

                                              

48  Nantulia P., 2019., Africa Centre for Strategic Studies “Implications for Africa from China’s One Belt 

One Road Strategy” https://africacenter.org/spotlight/implications-for-africa-china-one-belt-one-

road-strategy/, accessed on January 31, 2020.  
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Figure 9: The Belt and Road (Source: Worldbank.org) 

The funds for the One Belt One Road projects come from: 

• China Development Bank  

• Export-Import Bank of China (China EXIM Bank)  

• China’s Central Bank  

• Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank 

• China’s foreign exchange reserves 

3.3.1 OBOR Initiative: The Port of Bagamoyo 

Located 60 kilometres north of Dar es Salaam, the OBOR’s project of Bagamoyo 

Port was launched by President Jayaka Kikwete in October 2015, after the Tan-

zania Port Authority had approved the construction of the port financed by the 

People’s Republic of China and the Oman. The project was supposed to cost a 

total amount of ten billion U.S. dollars. The port should have been the biggest 

yet in Africa and would have supported 20 times more cargo than the port of 

Dar es Salaam.  
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It was meant to be the key to development, not only for many Asian countries, 

but also for a large number of African ones. Landlocked countries and geo-

graphically disadvantaged countries were presented a new opportunity to gain 

and trade, not only goods but also ideas, that could be spread much more easi-

ly.49  

These promising future prospects about the Bagamoyo port were already soon 

marred. Only one month after the start a new president had been elected, John 

Magufuli. The change of the president also changed the prospect for the build-

ing of the Bagamoyo port.  

Under the newly elected president’s lead the government suddenly prioritized 

the expansion of the already existing ports in Dar es Salaam, Tanga and Mtwa-

ra. 

This was already the first blow back just after the beginning of the construction 

works. President Magufuli also did not approve of the investor’s terms on which 

his predecessor Kikwete had agreed upon.  

That is why Magufuli started to renegotiate with the project’s investors. The ne-

gotiations were stretching over many years until in June 2019 the president 

eventually stopped the project for an indefinite period.  He called the pro-

gramme “exploitative” because not only would the country have to pay back 

the cost of building the port, but also China would rent the harbour for almost 

a whole century and after the harbour is operational Tanzania would have no 

say or questioning about who would invest in this harbour. 

                                              

49  Léautier F. A., Schaefer M., Wei S., 2015. The Diplomat “The Port of Bagamoyo: A Test for China’s 

New Maritime Silk Road in Africa – A port project in Tanzania could become a model for connect-

ing East Africa to China’s Silk Road” https://thediplomat.com/2015/12/the-port-of-bagamoyo-a-

test-for-chinas-new-maritime-silk-road-in-africa/, accessed on January 28, 2020. 
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Figure 10: OBOR Projects already existing, planned or under construction (source: africacenter.org) 
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4 Tanzania Today  

4.1 Economic Aspects 

Tanzania’s politics and economy made remarkable changes since the liberation 

and especially in the recent years they have taken big steps. The rate of the eco-

nomic growth has doubled in the years between 1990 and 2000. Not only have 

they increased extremely within a short period, but also the rates have been very 

steady and only flattered slightly during the financial crisis.50 

The economy is still expected to grow much further in future.  

Along with the economic growth also the population itself has grown continu-

ously. At the time of the country’s independence the population counted 11 mil-

lion. By 2012 it had more than quadrupled and the population had risen to 45 

million.51 

By the year 2018 the population of Tanzania had risen to 54.2 million and is ex-

pected to reach almost 90 million by the year 2035. This means that the popula-

tion is expected to grow lightly more than eight million every four years. The 

country is expected to reach a population of 100 million by the year 2042. 52 

                                              

50  Ministry of Foreign Affair of Denmark “Denmark-Tanzania Partnership Policy 2014-2018” 

https://um.dk/en/danida-en/strategies%20and%20priorities/country-policies/tanzania/, accessed 

on January 24, 2020. 
51  Ibidem 
52 Peng Y., 2018. Xinhuawang 新华网 Xinhuanet “Africa – Tanzania population projected to hit 89.2 mln 

in 2035” http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-02/28/c_137006364.htm, accessed on January 24, 

2020. 
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Table 7: Tanzanian expected population growth (Source: xinhuanet.com) 

Even the economic growth is very impressing: it must be kept in mind that Tan-

zania was and remains one of the poorest countries in the world. In 2011 the 

GDP per capita was still ranking in the lowest 20% of the world. More than two 

thirds of the Tanzanian population are earning less than 1.25 US dollar per day 

and is thereby below the internationally income poverty line. Around half of 

these people are earning even less than 0.96 US dollar per day, which is the so 

called “basic needs poverty line”. It appears that the poverty of the Tanzanians 

was decreasing in the last several years, because the percentage was shrinking 

from 39% in 1992 to 28% in 2012. The percentage’s decrease is unfortunately af-

filiated to the population growth because the actual number of people living in 

poverty has remained steadily at about eleven to twelve million.53 

                                              

53  Knoema, Welt Daten Atlas, 2018. “Vereinigte Republik Tansania -BIP- Wachstum (järlich, %)“, 

https://knoema.de/atlas/Vereinigte-Republik-Tansania/topics/Wirtschaft/Volkswirtschaftliche-

Gesamtrechnung-Bruttoinlandsprodukt/BIP-Wachstum, accessed on January 24, 2020. 
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The economic growth is narrowing to the following areas: Telecommunication, 

financial services, trade, mining, tourism and manufacturing. Most of these sec-

tors are capital intensive and are concentrated in the big cities. For that reason, 

the economic growth failed to create more jobs for the poorer and less educated 

part of the population. 

Another problem is that the economic growth in the agriculture remains low at 

about 4% per year and around three quarters of the population is living in rural, 

agricultural imprinted areas. This low growing rate becomes even a bigger prob-

lem if we look at the much faster growing population and with it the growing 

demand for agricultural products. Also, women in the country side give birth to 

almost two times as many babies as women in the country’s cities.  

 

 

Table 8: Annual percentage growth rate of GDP (Source: knoema.de) 
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Table 9: Comparison between Tanzanian GDP and GDP generated by agriculture - both in bil-

lion USD (Source: statista.com) 

Surely one of the reasons for the low growth in the agricultural sector is, that it 

did not receive many donations as other sectors as the social one. Therefore, 

many young people are turning away from the agriculture, looking for a future in 

the social sector in the cities. As the unemployment rate of young people is even 

higher than the countries’ average, the migration of young people looking for a 

future in the big cities, is boosting the unemployment rate in the cities even fur-

ther.54 It is estimated that yearly around 700’000 new young people are entering 

the job market, but only a few of them can find long lasting employment and can 

thereby provide for their families. 

Despite the continuous poverty, Tanzania has grown a small middle class within 

the last years. This middle class amounts meanwhile up to about to 10 % of the 

                                              

54  Statista, 2019. “Tanzania Unemployment Rate from 1998 to 2018” 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/809026/unemployment-rate-in-tanzania/, accessed on January 

24, 2020. 
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population and has started to increase the demand for affordable electricity, im-

ported goods and better social service and infrastructure in the urban areas. As 

the government tries to meet these demands it is running the risk of further in-

creasing and not decreasing the imbalance in the country’s classes. This can also 

put the long-lasting peace and stability in society at risk. 

 

 

Table 10: Tanzanian unemployment rate (Source: statista.com) 
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Table 11: Tanzanian youth unemployment rate (Source: statista.com) 

 

Table 12: Comparison between the unemployment and the youth unemployment rate (Source: 

statista.com) 

After the turn of the millennium Tanzania initially decreased its public debts. In 

the recent years the government started to borrow more and more money which 
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resulted in increasing the country’s public debt again. In fact, the debt in per-

centage of the country’s GDP has almost doubled within seven years, from 21.21 % 

to 35.86 % and kept increasing ever since to 37.29 % in 2018. The country’s fi-

nancial sustainability is not yet threatened but debt management has become 

more and more important. Most of all the transparency in public contracts and 

procurement must be increased.55 

 

 

 

 

Table 13: Government debt in percentage of GDP (Source: countryeconomy.com) 

 

 

 

                                              

55  Country Economy, 2018. “Tanzania National Debt“https://countryeconomy.com/national-

debt/tanzania, accessed on February 2, 2020. 
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4.1.1 Tanzanian Exports 

 

Table 14: Tanzania Export in 2018 (Source: Tradingeconomics.com) 

 

As Table 14 shows the first five countries which are importing from Tanzania are 

its neighbouring states, Rwanda, Kenya, Congo, Zambia and Uganda.  

After the neighbouring states, China is following close behind the United States 

generating Tanzania a yearly export of 144.59 million U. S. dollar. 

The exports by materials are very various and they can be not only electronic 

equipment, article of iron or steel and plastics but also, salt, fish, crustaceans 

and molluscs.56   

 

 

 

 

                                              

56   Trading Economy, 2018. ”Tanzania Exports by Category 

“https://tradingeconomics.com/tanzania/exports-by-category, accessed on February 2, 2020. 
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4.1.2 Tanzanian Imports 

The main country from which Tanzania is importing resources is the People’s 

Republic of China, followed by India, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and 

South Africa, Japan, Kenya, United States, Germany, Turkey and others. 

Tanzania imports are also various and comprise different materials and goods 

such as mineral fuels, oils, distillation product, electronic equipment, pharma-

ceutical products, miscellaneous and chemical products. Surprising is that like 

for the exports also the second most imported goods are Machinery, nuclear 

reactors and boilers. 57 

                                              

57  Trading Economy, 2018. ”Tanzania Imports by Category” 

https://tradingeconomics.com/tanzania/imports-by-category accessed on February 2, 2020. 
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Table 15: Tanzania exports by product (Source: Tradingeconomics.com) 



75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

 

China

21%

India

14%

United Arab 

Emirates

10%Saudi Arabia

7%

South Africa

5%

Japan

5%

Kenya

3%

United States

3%

Germany

2%

Turkey

2%

Others

28%

TANZANIAN IMPORTS BY COUNTRY

Mineral fuels, oils, 

distillation products

21%

Machinery, nuclear 

reactors, boilers

12%

Vehicles other than 

railway, tramway

10%

Electrical, electronic 

equipment

6%

Plastics

6%

Iron and steel

5%

Articles of iron or 

steel

3%

Pharmaceutical 

products

3%

Miscellaneous 

chemical products

3%

Animal, vegetable 

fats and oils, 

cleavage products

3%

Others

28%

TANZANIAN IMPORTS BY PRODUCT

Table 16: Tanzanian Imports by Country (Source: Tradingeconomics.com) 

Table 17: Tanzanian Imports by Product (Source: Tradingeconomics.com) 
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4.2 Tanzanian Education 

The Tanzanian education improved in the last ten years. Even though the country 

is still ranked as one with a very low-income, it seems to have reached the level 

of the Universal Primary Education. 

The achievement of Universal Primary Education means that every child in the 

country can complete a full course of primary schooling. 

Unfortunately, there is still a significant difference between boys and girls which 

can attend school. Out of cultural reasons the girls are not welcomed as much as 

boys because they play still a quite conservative role in the society. Furthermore, 

women which are pregnant are not permitted to go back to school.58 

4.3 Health Care 

Health care is still on a very low level and even the primary healthcare barely ex-

ists. This is, due to poor distribution of medical resources and qualified personnel, 

as well as to bad or inexistent infrastructure maintenance.59 

The distribution of medical personnel is very unequal: in the more developed 

and urbanized part of the country there are thirty times more medical assistants 

than in the poorer and underdeveloped part of the country. 

More than 50% of the total amount of nurses and doctors are in Dar es Salaam.  

4.4 Human Rights 

The Human Rights in the United Republic of Tanzania are almost inexistent. They 

may be prescribed by the constitution, but they are not only many times violated, 

                                              

58 Amnesty International Italia, 2017-2018. “Rapporto Annuale Africa - Tanzania” 

https://www.amnesty.it/rapporti-annuali/rapporto-annuale-2017-2018/africa/tanzania/, accessed 

on February 2, 2020. 
59  Ministry of Foreign Affair of Denmark “Denmark-Tanzania Partnership Policy 2014-2018” 

https://um.dk/en/danida-en/strategies%20and%20priorities/country-policies/tanzania/, accessed 

on February 2, 2020. 
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but also monitored by the archaic law, which allows the government to ban or 

censure “uncomfortable” news. 

Corruption is also a great issue occurring in Tanzania. However, President 

Magufuli is serious in eradicating it. President Magufuli is also currently fighting 

against tax evasion and waste of financial aid by public employees.60 

Gender rights inequity is still very high, due to cultural beliefs, domestic violence, 

female genital mutilation and child labour is still a serious issue. 

Moreover, minority groups such as LGBTIs (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex), people with albinism and indigenous group are severely discrimi-

nated. 

4.5 Public sectors 

With the increasing level of education and a higher standard of life, the Tanzani-

an started to expect more from the government and from the public sectors. This 

is also due to a more transparent approach from a national finances point of 

view and thanks to a better access to information. Unfortunately, there is still the 

need of further improvement of the government transparency. 

In the last ten years also the tax revenues were gradually improving, mainly 

thanks to a better tax administration. The next step is to revise the policies in a 

way that the tax charges can be distributed more equally in the society.  

A serious issue is the vast quantity of tax exemptions which amount to about 4% 

of the national GDP.61 

                                              

60  Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della Cooperazione Internazionale, 2019. “Politica Economica Tanza-

nia” http://www.infomercatiesteri.it/politica_economica.php?id_paesi=32, accessed on February 2, 

2020.   
61  Ministry of Foreign Affair of Denmark “Denmark-Tanzania Partnership Policy 2014-2018” 

https://um.dk/en/danida-en/strategies%20and%20priorities/country-policies/tanzania/, accessed 

on February 2, 2020. 
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4.6 Natural Resources 

Most of Tanzanian exports are natural resources.  

The mining industry alone represents already 5% of the national GDP and is ex-

pected to grow up to 10% by 2025.  

Already in 2010 just the mineral exports alone made out a third of all the Tanza-

nian exports. 

Recently huge gas and maybe even oil deposits have probably been spotted off 

the shore of Tanzania. If these assumptions really become true, the extraction will 

become an even bigger economic sector in the future. 

As the revenues of exploiting this gas deposit in short- and middle terms are not 

that attractive, the government could possibly choose to sell the right of it in or-

der to satisfy the country’s short-term needs. This tendency is already displaying 

in the government’s increasingly borrowing of funds. 

Unfortunately, exploiting this natural gas deposit is not a guarantee for many 

new jobs for the population, as long the government does not actively choose to 

ensure them. 

4.7 Economy and the climate change 

The Tanzanian economy has proven to be quite susceptible to the climate 

change. With the increasing economy and thereby also the increasing standard 

of life, also the need for electricity has gradually grown stronger and stronger. 

Almost half of the country’s energy production is obtained by hydro power. The 

climate change in Tanzania, like in every other country of the world, has a bigger 

and bigger impact on the weather. The unfortunate change has an impact on the 

yearly rain fall in Tanzania, which in change is undermining Tanzania’s energy 

production.  
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The other big impact of the decreasing rainfall is felt in Tanzania’s agriculture 

sector. The country’s agricultural output amounts for nearly half of the national 

GDP. With less and less rain this output is weakened significantly and results in a 

big impact on the economy. 

Being aware of this fact, the Tanzanian government issued the first laws to re-

duce the country’s impact on the climate change at the beginning of 2013.62 

4.8 Energy 

Tanzania is generating its energy manly from two sources, natural gas and hydro 

power. A small part is also generated through liquid fuel. Such a homogenous 

energy mix is very susceptible to environmental changes. In case the water re-

sources are decreasing drastically or the gas resources are completely exploited, 

the country would be forced to import most of its energy.  

 

 

 

                                              

62  Ministry of Foreign Affair of Denmark “Denmark-Tanzania Partnership Policy 2014-2018” 

https://um.dk/en/danida-en/strategies%20and%20priorities/country-policies/tanzania/, accessed 

on February 2, 2020. 

Table 18: Energy Generation in Tanzania (Source: Tanzaniainvest.com) 
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Currently Tanzania is importing the most energy from Uganda (10 MW), half as 

much from Zambia and only 1 MW from Kenya.63 This is a very tiny amount com-

pared to the country’s total installed power capacity of 1357.69 MW. The energy 

mix in most European countries is way more heterogeneous. Italy for example is 

generating its energy out of seven different sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together with the economic growth also the electric power consumption in Tan-

zania has been growing gradually but it still is very low compared to our First 

World standards.  

                                              

63  Tanzania Invest, 2016. “Power” https://www.tanzaniainvest.com/power, accessed on February 2, 

2020. 
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Table 19: Energy Generation in Italy (Source: Statista.com) 
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In 2014 the power consumption in Tanzania per capita amounted only to about 

1.75% of the European Union’s average. The fact that only about 24% of the 

country’s population have access to electricity, brings to mind that the further 

development of the country will intensify the its need for electricity in the future. 

The power consumption in Tanzania is estimated to grow about 10-15% yearly.64 

 

In fact, the government has recently updated its Power System Master Plan 

(PSMP) in 2016. It was originally launched in 2008 and has been updated three 

times since its ignition. The aim of the PSMP is to guarantee a stable power sup-

ply for the whole country, energy security and environmental protection. The 

PSMP is expected to boost the county’s economy and the real GDP, which in turn 

should raise the people’s income and reduce the poverty rate. 

                                              

64  The World Bank Data, 2014. “Electric Power Consumption (kWh - per capita) – Tanzania” 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EG.USE.ELEC.KH.PC?display=graph--

%3E&end=2014&locations=TZ&start=1971&view=chart, accessed on February 2, 2020.  
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The plan comprises short-, mid- and long-term measures which should be com-

pleted by 2040.  

Through the PSMP new power plants will be built and old ones upgraded. New 

power lines will be constructed to develop remote areas in the countryside that 

currently have no access to electricity at all. 65 

4.9 Zanzibar 

Tanzanian and Zanzibari relations had always been complicated. Zanzibar is al-

ready a semi-autonomous region and Zanzibari always tried to become 100% in-

dependent. In 2013, government submitted a request for changing the constitu-

tion and it seems that Zanzibar will become even more autonomous. 

Moreover, Zanzibar is experiencing serious problems and violent attacks among 

radical Islamic groups and the authorities.66 

 

 

 

 

                                              

65 United Republic of Tanzania, Ministry of Energy and Minerals, 2016. “Power System Master Plan 

2016 Update” https://www.infoafrica.it/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Power-System-Master-Plan-

PSMP-2016-Update.pdf, accessed on February 2, 2020. 
66  Ministry of Foreign Affair of Denmark “Denmark-Tanzania Partnership Policy 2014-2018” 

https://um.dk/en/danida-en/strategies%20and%20priorities/country-policies/tanzania/, accessed 

on February 2, 2020. 
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5 Conclusion 

This dissertation tries to analyse the historical situation and current relations between 

the People’s Republic of China and the United Republic of Tanzania. The relations 

among the two countries had always been positive, steady and friendly so it is prom-

ising that they will continue also the same way in the future. Tanzania mainly imports 

products, goods and resources from China, so it is in Tanzania’s interest to keep their 

relationship like it is.  

Currently the OBOR project of Bagamoyo Port is still suspended so it is likely difficult 

to foresee if the Tanzanian government will change its mind and accept China’s pro-

posal or if the Chinese government and investors will adapt to the Tanzanian request 

and edit its offer. Either way, if the project will be brought to a successful conclusion, 

the Tanzanian economic future prospects could be flourishing and create many new 

jobs for the Tanzanian population. There is still the possibility, since the population 

had increased remarkably in the past, that the rate of unemployment continues to 

sink but the actual number of unemployed people stays steady.  

As already mentioned above, Dar es Salaam which is the former capital of the United 

Republic of Tanzania is expected to become one of the most populated cities in the 

world and is currently the second fastest growing city on the globe. Will the OBOR 

project bring a positive conclusion or will it stay incomplete?  

The United Republic of Tanzania has achieved a lot of good results and developed in 

many areas of its economy since the 1960s. Small cities have been enriched and the 

locals have been brought to a higher standard of life. 

The People`s Republic of China certainly helped a lot in Tanzania’s fast development, 

but what the country and the government will accomplish with this support they hold 

in their own hands. 
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Glossary 

 

English Pinyin Characters 

 

Africa 

 

 

 

Fēizhōu 

 

非洲 

 

Bagamoyo Port 

 

 

Bājiāmòyāo Găngkŏu 

 

 

巴加莫约港口 

 

China Development 

Bank 

 

 

Guójiā Kāifā Yínháng 

 

国家开发银行 

 

China Exim Bank 

 

 

Zhōngguó Jìnchūkŏu 

Yínháng 

 

 

中国进出口银行 

 

Chinese Communist 

Party (CCP) 

 

 

Zhōngguó 

Gòngchăndăng 

 

中国共产党 

 

Dar es Salaam Port 

 

 

Dálèisī Sàlāmŭ 

Găngkŏu 

 

 

达累斯萨拉姆港口 

 

Dodoma 

 

 

Duōduōmă 

 

多多马 

 

Kapiri Mposhi 

 

 

Kăpílĭ Mŭbōxī 

 

 

卡皮里姆波希 
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Magufuli John Pombe 

Joseph 

Măgŭfùlì Yuēhàn 

Péngbèi Yuēsèfū 

马古富力·约翰·蓬贝·约

瑟夫 

 

One Belt One Road 

(OBOR) 

 

 

Yīdài Yīlù 

 

一带一路 

 

People’s Republic of 

China (PRC) 

 

 

 

Zhōnghuá Rénmín 

Gònghéguó 

 

中华人民共和国 

 

Silk Economic Belt 

 

Sīchóu zhī Lù Jīngjì Dài 

 

丝绸之路经济带 

 

Sino-Tanzanian Treaty 

of Friendship 

 

 

Zhōngtăn Yŏuhăo 

Tiáoyuē 

 

中坦友好条约 

 

United Republic of 

Tanzania 

 

 

 

Tănsāngníyà Liánhé 

Gònghéguó 

 

坦桑尼亚联合共和国 

 

Tanganyika 

 

 

Tăngáníkā 

 

坦噶尼喀 

 

Tanzam Railway  

 

 

Tănzàn Tiĕlù 

 

坦赞铁路 

 

The 21st Century Mari-

time Silk Road 

 

21 Shìjì Hăishàng 

Sīchóu zhī Lù 

 
21 世纪海上丝绸之路 
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The Western Countries 

 

 

Xīfāng guójiā  

 

 

 

西方国家 

 

Xi Jinping 

 

Xí Jìnpíng 

 

习近平 

 

Zanzibar 

 

 

 

Sāngjĭbā‘ĕr 

 

桑给巴尔 
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